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Urban Ecology Australia combined newsletter and Annual report November 2014  

 

There is a lot of information to share and rather than send it out to you in 
numerous individual attachments, I thought it better to incorporate it all in a 
newsletter. This newsletter will also serve as a reminder for this Thursday’s AGM.  
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Annual Report  

Highlights 

One of the biggest highlights for me was the reception that our intern at the time, 
Kate Meathrel and I got from the National Housing Conference in 2013. Kate’s talk 
centred around the built environment and well being and mine was on place 
making and civic mapping. Both were very well received. It tweaked my interest 
enough that I privately paid for and undertook to do some online training in the 
area. Along with the concept of social sustainability civic mapping is a field rapidly 
gaining popularity in which UEA could focus attention as it has the capacity to 
inform planners and developers. I have included a paper I have written on the 
subject for those interested. 

Education/Tours 2013-2014; The demand for tours of Christie Walk continues to 
grow. In total there were 1951 paid visitors in 2013-14. Visitors to these tours 
included students from years 2 to 12, University and TAFE Students. This made up 
for 1760 visitors.  

44 people attended public tours. Organisations including Green Roofs, National 
Housing Conference, Friendship Force and Global Education Teachers were among 
those that made the remaining 147 visitors.  

There has been a marketing drive to all schools in Adelaide that has seen schools 
that have never previously attended a tour come on one. There have been a 
number of disadvantaged schools also attending tours. The marketing has and will 
continue to have a flow on effect for 2014-2015 tour visitors. There has also been a 



2 | P a g e  
 

 

marketing drive to local councils. The effect of this is seen in the 2014-2015 
figures.  

As usual a big thank you goes to the residents of Christie Walk, especially those 
who have made their homes available to our tours. A big thank you as well goes 
out to the Tour guides. 

Office Administration 

In January 2014, Kylie left her position at Urban Ecology and Viv Cavuoto joined 
the team. Viv has been working on an as required basis which is greatly assisting us 
in managing our budget. Viv is super efficient and has completely turned things 
around in the office, her efforts are greatly appreciated. We have made some 
changes to the office administration that has assisted in decreasing our costs, such 
as altering our telephone and internet contracts and by working mainly from home 
she is able to attend to calls and emails as they arrive.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR YEAR 1/7/13 – 30/6/14 

Detailed Financial Statements prepared by Lee Green & Co are available on 
request. The financial details on show tonight are the actual Income & Expenditure 
Statement’s completed by the Accountant.  

Donations are on par with last year, which has a significant impact on our income. 
A big thank you to those members that continuously make monthly donations!  

Office Admin has been slightly higher than last year due to Kylie’s 10 hours per 
week every week. This has been addressed with Viv working as required. 

 Due to an error in last year’s accounting, we have absorbed a cost of $2000 for a 
grant expense that was given in 2012-2013. 

 Site tour costs have of course increased with increased tours. 

Excerpt from Lee Green and Co Financial Statement: 

“During 2013/2014 Urban Ecology posted a significant loss for the first time in 
several years. As a result Urban Ecology’s active assets have been reduced to a 
very low level that if another loss of $8000 is incurred effectively they would 
become insolvent and unable to trade.” 

We believe we have explained the loss which will be a one off and that the current 
figures speak for themselves.  

................................................................................................. 
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Internships 

As mentioned Kate Meathrel was to complete a post graduate internship with 
Urban Ecology but she was awarded a coveted position at Melbourne University and 
was therefore unable to complete it. 

Sophie Chivas spent a week at Christie Walk, staying with me and in that time she 
completed an undergraduate assignment on People and Planning, Principles of 
Community Development. I have a copy of her paper which I will forward by email 
to anyone who is interested to read it. I can’t include it here as it is in pdf format. 

Liam Cooper is a PhD candidate who commenced his internship on resilient cities 2 
years ago and was due to have finished it by now. Unfortunately Liam has been ill 
but he is now recovered and suggested he might be finished early next year. We 
will keep you posted on that and send any information he provides on. 

.............................................................................................. 

Placemaking and civic mapping 

Place Making and Civic Mapping 

This paper is about the smart use of social capital that bureaucratic organisations 
understand and use frequently. Many would argue that social capital and grass 
roots ownership of processes are far apart. 

Place making is a tool which can be used to bridge the gap between bureaucratic 
organisations but also empowers and values communities. It is a process that takes 
into account the complex characteristics of an individual area; socially, 
geographically and economically. It incorporates the heritage, culture, customs, 
traditions, and language and place names of the individual precincts within cities. 
This is done through listening to the conversations and the micro-conversations 
that occur in local areas that provide insight into people’s hopes and dreams. 

The process has evolved partly in response to an increased awareness and clamour 
for true citizen’s participatory democracy and partly due to the fact that cities 
are experiencing significant changes, from fluctuations in population to climate 
change impacts and affordability concerns. There is also a realisation that it is 
important that people actually enjoy living in people friendly environments. Which 
developer would decry the benefits and importance of retaining vibrant and 
inclusive urban public spaces. 

Place making is a wonderful, inexpensive and gentle tool for councils, developers  
planners and others to use to move from what is often an adversarial relationship 
between people and governments to genuine partnership and respect. By its very 
nature the process informs the direction of community ventures and developments 
and benefits everyone involved in it. 

Definition of Place Making 
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Place making is defined as,“…  a multi-faceted approach to the planning, design 
and management of public spaces. Placemaking capitalises on a local community's 
assets, inspiration, and potential, with the intention of creating public spaces that 
promote people's health, happiness, and well being.” 

I would like to expand on this definition by adding the word narrative. This is the 
story the community tells about itself.  Every place has a founding history and a 
story that tells who it is, why it is and where it is going.  Every place has people 
with opinions who are willing to tell their bit of the story. 

This facet of place making is known as civic mapping and both are partly art and 
partly science.  When properly undertaken civic mapping ensures a particular new 
development or a retrofit of an existing building is authentic to the local 
environment, is vibrant and resilient, attracts visitors and most importantly is 
valued by the community. This collection of spatial information technologies 
(Geographic Information Systems) can include variations such as hand drawn 
sketches through to “3D’ models. It also requires a degree of collaboration with 
governance authorities. 
 

 There is nothing controversial in the process and when planners / developers 
understand it they will embrace the social and the economic opportunity it 
provides. 

Civic mapping takes place making even further. It is a holistic approach in 
developing places that involves a deeper understanding of the culture of place, its 
history and the wisdom of its people. It is consultation at its best engaging the 
existing local community and prospective community members. It includes a 
variety of stake holders collaborating and shaping a plan and vision for the place 
that is both artistic and culturally, geographically and historically appropriate. The 
value of the goodwill this process engenders is inestimable and the benefits extend 
to investors, developers, owners and neighbours. 

It is socially, economically and environmentally sustainable. The economical and 
environmental sustainability are self explanatory. Social sustainability can appear 
more complex. Ultimately we want to live in places where we have the capacity to 
support and sustain ourselves, where family are welcomed, where we have a sense 
of conceptual ownership, we feel we belong and where the sense of community 
can thrive. 

The process underpinning developments that follow this technique means that they 
will be distinct, unusual and they will have a quality that is appealing and easy to 
notice rather than the bland sameness that characterises most contemporary 
developments. Equally, incorporating the powerful narrative of the place means 
the building fits comfortably into its place, it is tailored to the local setting so it 
looks like it belongs there, with minimal impact to the local environment. 

Using this tool assists in creating places where people will want to gather and to 
interact with each other. 



5 | P a g e  
 

 

How to Start 

Organisations wishing to engage in civic mapping will enlist a skilled facilitator to 
engage and listen to all stakeholders and build the whole narrative, story by 
personal story. It is important that the facilitator has no vested interest in the 
project. The narrative cannot be imposed, it must unfold and it must include the 
story of all of the people who have ever lived on that land. 

The process of mapping your development would involve: 

1. Engaging a  place making facilitator 
2. The facilitator would determine which individuals / groups would be involved in 

the discussion 
3. Each session would be held separately first with a view to combining the 

discussion with all interest groups at the conclusion of the consultation.  
4. The facilitator would collate these responses and transfer the information to a 

map, including the history and the narrative of place, which has been reflected 
upon by all the key stakeholders, shared amongst them and endorsed. 

  

5. This map would include 
• the location of homes, businesses, parks, significant places, 
•  symbols of connection, such as the individual’s own home and frequent 

routes and destinations in the area. 
•  Also included will be the location of shops, homeless shelters, churches, 

bus stops, abandoned or vacant properties and likely areas where crimes 
may occur. 

•  Who used to live there, who lives there now, how diverse is the local 
population are all questions that will be represented on the map. 

•  Where do the wealthy people live, are there many pensioners in the area, 
are there streets where there are a lot of older people? 

• What was the main occupation of the residents 20 years ago, 50 years etc? 
•  Other important aspects are how walkable the area is, how accessible it is 

for wheelchairs or for people pushing prams or for cyclists, and much more. 
As the map making progresses the individual’s / groups perceptions, biases 
interests and talents emerge. 

Once the stories have been collated, the combined narrative of the place is 
reflected upon shared and endorsed; the facilitator’s role is finished. The 
nominated community liaison person takes over the process with an engaged 
community.  The story remains powerful in the telling and re-telling. It helps to 
define the place.  One of the best things about this whole process is that once 
started it gets legs of its own. No-one actually owns it but everyone, different 
people with different interests and backgrounds work together for a common goal. 

In our scenario the facilitator creates an enabling environment where people know 
their views and their stories are held as important factors in creating an 
environment for change. This way people feel they are part of something bigger. 
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They also will have an emotional attachment to the place which in turn will make 
them more likely to want to participate in the ongoing maintenance and 
beautification of the place. 

At the end of process there will be a customised profile of the place, in the shape 
of a map. This knowledge has a direct impact on the size, shape, colour, 
orientation and design of the new building or retrofit of an existing building. It 
informs architects and planners of where communal areas should be, what retail 
space is required and countless other important details that are essential to livable 
cities and ensure investors / developers get their returns. 

Sue Gilbey  

Convener Urban Ecology Australia 

August 2014    

 

 

 

 

This article is worth a read. 

In the future - will we all live in connected, multi-generation villages?  

by Tricia O'Donovan - Living Not Beige  

Some months ago, Hugues Vilette, Rick Davies and I began talking about creating 
better places where people have opportunities to thrive - the name Living Not 
Beige bubbled to the surface.  For each of us, beige represented something less 
exciting, colourless, a bit non-descript - the sort of life that no one really aspires 
to.  Living NOT beige is the call to action!We set about piloting a development 
model via a ten house subdivision within Aldinga Arts Ecovillage (where we all 
live).  My partner and I had bought the 3600sm lot some years ago with the 
intention of doing something special with it - Living Not Beige was the perfect 
opportunity to create, not an intentional community, but a community with intent.  

We presented our ideas at the National Changemakers Festival in October 2013.  
Our approach to development is different to what you find in mainstream real 
estate.  We design spaces to support people's privacy while providing opportunities 
to support (also via design) active and passive social connections between 
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neighbours.  We generate opportunities for intending residents to become involved 
so that their input helps shape the development from the beginning.  Yes, I know - 
it sounds like the way Christie Walk was developed!  And it is - the difference 
being the intention for the model to be replicated.   

We've learned heaps from our experience living in the Aldinga Arts eco-village.  
We've built on what we've learned to develop community tools for problem solving 
and decision-making.  Beyond the internal governance of the community and the 
local relationships that develop as a result of proximity, we project that residents 
will get involved in a wider sphere of community - though there is no compulsion 
to do so - the community and its residents being whatever it is they are. 

In some ways our model dovetails with broader societal trends.  We address some 
of the issues around our ageing population and the capacity of communities to 
respond - build a strong and caring community and the need for formal or 
institutional care is reduced - so too the risk of social isolation - a reality for many 
of our older community members in traditional suburbs.  The ageing of our 
population is one of many aspects that can be addressed through good design and a 
focus on community.  Another example is the need for couples, singles, and people 
with disabilities and families with young children to enjoy safe, walkable 
neighbourhoods and affordable housing, plus many want the opportunity for social 
interaction.  Living Not Beige integrates all these elements along with privacy and 
an active approach to community building.  We hope that a strong sense of 
belonging will follow. 

The urban renewal agenda promises higher densities in areas with good transport, 
jobs and community infrastructure, but people are still nervous about densification 
due to the risk of noise and conflict and having to 'tolerate' close neighbours.  On 
the contrary, we regard medium scale urban infill as an exciting opportunity to 
connect lives and generate more dynamic community, opening more opportunities 
for individuals to thrive.  Good design of private, semi-private and community 
spaces and attention to community capacity building is critical.  We see an holistic 
and more sustainable approach to medium density development throughout the 
metropolitan region and in country towns.   

Of course our initial development at Aldinga, located just outside the urban 
boundary, flies in the face of urban densification policies.  But we had to start 
somewhere and land within the eco-village assured us of a good start.  The site is 
within an existing strong community whose focus is on caring for planet and 
people. And Aldinga, along with neighbouring Pt Willunga and Willunga is 
developing a bit of a buzz around healthy food, arts, inclusive community and 
alternative, sharing economies.We've received positive responses to our Aldinga 
development from local families and single women.  The development features 
passive solar orientation and is designed with the future in mind so it's easily 
adapted to accommodate people with disabilities. It's also shaping up to include 
shared resources to extend personal living spaces and reduce living costs - kids 
play spaces, organic community orchards and gardens, and a small community 
building whose use is yet to be determined.  Monthly gatherings are being held to 
get the project underway.  New residents will be part of the existing eco-village 
and therefore have the added benefit of established community and additional 
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resources - there's scope to get involved in various arts and environment related 
activities, shared meals, wood-fired pizza oven, the organic farm and an 
amphitheatre for movies under the stars! 

Beyond the Aldinga development, we're establishing a register of people wanting 
to live in similar communities.  Once there's enough people interested in a 
particular location, a new project can commence.  We're also talking with a range 
of organisations about possible land opportunities.  If you are interested in any of 
the projects we are doing, we'd love to hear from you. 

For more information go to: www.livingnotbeige.com.au or find us on facebook. 

Contact:  Tricia O'Donovan 0402197 116. 

The Living Not Beige development model. 


