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UEA Update

Conveners Report

UEA Board members Wayne Anthoney, Andrew Tidswell and Norm Rohde met with the Hon
Paul Caica, Minister for Environment and Conservation, on Monday May 3rd. This meeting
came about because of our perception that the Government is taking increasing interest in
conservation and sustainability issues (talking about TODs etc) and that we are well placed to
offer good advice. We had hoped and still hope to get Premier Rann to visit Christie Walk.
The Minister was attentive and receptive. There was discussion around how UEA and his
department could work together and he agreed to visit Christie Walk at some time in the near
future. In addition to details of sustainable living and energy efficiency that CW residents
enjoy, we stressed the high degree of community spirit and participation that is such an
important feature of life at Christie Walk.

The UEA - Christie Walk website is receiving a much-needed update, thanks to a thorough
going-over by Norm Rohde and Sue Gilbey. Out-of-date information is being removed and
many sections are being amended.

UEA is now the proud owner of a data projector, which is available for hire to members,
associates and friends at a cost of $20 per day. Please phone the office on 8212 6760 if you
wish to hire it. It works equally well with PCs and Macs.

At our May Board meeting we agreed to participate in this year’s Sustainable House Day, to
take place in September. As the SHD committee cannot fund the participants this year, we are
optimistic that some funding may be forthcoming from the office of Minister Caica.

There is to be a Green Roofs Conference in Adelaide in October 2010. We have submitted an
abstract for a paper to be presented, thanks to Andrew Tidswell. The delegates will be visiting
Christie Walk for a tour, to be conducted by Paul Downton. Anyone wishing to know more will
find plenty of information on the web by Googling “Green Roofs Conference”.

Work on our business plan is proceeding steadily. Overall, we are committed to raising the
profile of UEA in the community, bearing in mind that whereas once we were almost alone

in our commitment to sustainability and the real meaning of urban ecology, there are now

hundreds of “green” groups offering all kinds of expertise, consultations and advice.

There is a report on the UEA-sponsored activities of international research student Catie Ferrara on page 2 in this issue. At our May
Board meeting we passed a motion that wherever possible UEA should actively sponsor more students such as Catie.

Wayne Anthoney - Convener

Site tours

Site tours of Christie Walk continue to be popular with schools,
with many teachers bringing classes year after year - more than
500 students have been on a site tour so far this year. The tour
has attracted a few schools who have brought a whole year of
students. PAC tops the numbers with 150 so far and another 20
booked for later in the year!

Marleston TAFE College has brought some 50 Urban Design
students.

Our well trained tour guides, Helen Lawry, Kingsley Knott and
Clive West are kept busy! Later in the year there will be a series of

posters that will enhance the tours. This is made possible by the
receipt of a grant from the Adelaide Mt Lofty Natural Resource
Management (AMLNRM) Board.

We would like to build up the numbers who come on the Public
Site tour held on the third Sunday of each month. Simon Fisher
has been the tour leader for most of these tours.

We have printed some new DL fliers to promote the
Sunday tours. We'd love to have these widely distributed.
If you can help with this please leave a message on

82126760 (urbanec@urbanecology.org.au)

Grants

See above for details of the AMLNRM grant.

Very recently UEA was advised that the GVEHO annual grants
for 2009/2010 would now be paid at the same rate as for the
previous year. For UEA this will be $1500 and is able to used for
administration expenses, so is particularly welcome.

The UEA Board has submitted applications to:

« NRM for a Community Grant ($10,000) to develop a DVD
about Christie Walk

« Conservation Council for a $2,800 grant towards a pilot
scheme offering subsidised site tours for students from
disadvantaged schools.

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team or Urban Ecology Australia Inc.




UEA Update

Community empowerment in sustainable development

UEA was fortunate to have a research project undertaken in
April into successful community empowerment in sustainable
development with a particular focus on brown fields
redevelopment projects.

Catie Ferrara is an American university student studying in
Australia this semester with the School for International Training
(SIT). At Hamilton College in New York State, she majored in
Environmental Studies and Public Policy, and this SIT program is
focused on sustainability and environmental action. She spent
four weeks at Christie Walk as a volunteer intern undertaking her
project.

This was a serendipitous occurrence as it gave her an opportunity
to study urban sustainability initiatives in a real-life setting and
for UEA to have some research done on the important topic of
community empowerment.

The four weeks saw some intense effort including interviews
with key people. Due to time constraints she was only able to
interview three residents formally, being Joan Carlin and Dr Effie
Best as the originators and Simon Fisher as a new resident who,
even though he is a tenant, has embraced the idea of community
participation and is now an organizer of the working bee
committee. This underscores most recorded literature on tenant
participation within residential communities and Catie wanted

it noted. It should also be noted that since Simon’s arrival at
Christie Walk there have been numerous other tenants who have
also embraced the community concept.

Another item of interest that was noted was the willingness

of Christie Walk residents to be interviewed and to talk about
community participation, exploring in particular the issues of
engaging and empowering community members in bringing
projects to successful fruition.

This point will be taken up in conjunction with Catie’s
recommendations to UEA (which will be released after her paper
has been graded by her supervisor.)

Formal interviews were conducted with Dr Paul Downton and
Andrew Tidswell and informally with Sue Gilbey as the host.

Catie also met with Department of Planning and Local
Government, Land Management Corporation and local
government officers, she immersed herself into local planning
issues, particularly where they involved community consultation,
and participated in a community planning charette* with the City
of Onkaparinga.

Her paper highlights the value of participatory models including
the charette.

She goes on to say that based on the outcomes of the
Onkaparinga charette and the Christie Walk experience “citizens
can be trusted - and indeed provide an essential expertise — to
have a say to designs that will achieve goals of sustainability. The
challenges and successes contributed to my determination of
Time, Trust and Teamwork.”

She observed “I have found Urban Ecology Australia’s initiatives
intriguing and applicable” and presented her project report to
UEA before she left to complete her studies. We thank her for her
time with us and wish her well for her course and future.

We will use her project report to focus some future activities as
we progress our vision to make cities in general and Adelaide

in particular more environmentally, economically and socially
sustainable for the future of our planet and population.

UEA Board

[Catie was hosted by Christie Walk resident and UEA Board member
Sue Gilbey - thanks Sue for your hospitality]

* See http://www.extension.iastate.edu/communities/tools/
decisions/charette.html

Catie Ferrara is an American university student studying in Australia
this semester with the School for International Training (SIT). At
Hamilton College in New York State, she majored in Environmental
Studies and Public Policy, and this SIT program is focused on
sustainability and environmental action. She spent four weeks at
Christie Walk as a volunteer intern undertaking her project.

Christie Walk news

From caterpillar to butterfly!

Christie Walk residents and visitors enjoyed following the life
cycle of the Monarch butterfly earlier this year. The caterpillars
and pupae were only seen on a particular plant - milkweed. We
hope to see this phenomenon again next year!

Private Property signage
A decision was made at a Community Corporation meeting to
place signage on the gates into Christie Walk. The signs on the
Considine Place and Russell St gates read “Private Property”.
The Sturt Street gate has an extra explanation to the effect that
visitors are welcome to view the Story Wall during daylight hours,
but if they want to see more of Christie Walk they need to contact
UEA (phone number & email given).

Bollard repainting
There are eight bollards that ‘tie together’ the Christie Walk
property. These were originally sited in Rundle Mall decades ago
and were rescued from a salvage yard by Cherie, Paul, Terri and
the late Beverley before building started at Christie Walk.
At the last Community Corporation meeting it was agreed that
the bollards would be repainted in their heritage colours. Simon
Fisher’s quote for the painting was accepted and work has
commenced.
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Transport issues
Separated cycleways are the ‘GO’ for Sydney but not for Adelaide!

Those of you that live in or near Adelaide will have heard that
the Copenhagen style bike lane that was trialled in part of Sturt
Street has been pronounced a failure and will be taken up.

In the words of Councillor David Plumridge “On a motion of Clir
Hayward supported by residents, businesses and ALL Councillors the
divided bike lane trial in Sturt St was curtailed after only 6 months
and $400k of ratepayers’ funds went ‘down the drain’ Now Council
will have to find a further $100k to restore on-road bike lanes and a
few additional precious parking places to appease local businesses.”

By contrast it seems that Sydney has embarked on an ambitious
strategy designed to get more people cycling, and

to reduce not just traffic congestion but also carbon
emissions. In a comprehensive report in the March/April
2010 magazine “australian cyclist’ it is forecast that “by
year’s end, nearly a third of the city’s new cycleways should
be operational ..."

Sydney plans to provide 55km of separated cycleways
(ie the Copenhagen style).

Some interesting comments from the article: “People were
adamant that they wanted full separation from parked and
moving cars. The challenge was in working out how to provide
that separation within the existing roads network . Another
comment: “Some of the residents on the streets don't like
what we've done because we had to take out some parking

spaces”. Opening of the King Street cycleway resulted ina 17%
increase in cycling traffic.

Adelaide has lost a great opportunity to get more people
cycling in part because the place chosen for the first trial of the
separated cycleway was not well planned. It was in the wrong
street; the wrong side of the road; and not given a fair trial
because one end was blocked until a few months ago.

Let us hope that it does not mean the end of
separated cycleways in Adelaide!

The hidden health costs of transportation (sent by Rick Risemberg)

The transportation system is a complex web of highways,
sidewalks, bike paths, trains and bus services that connect
people to each other as well as to places of work, play,

prayer, medical care, and shopping. Transportation policies

and decisions influence land use and how communities and
neighborhoods are designed and built—whether sprawling and
disconnected, or central and connected.

The combustion engine and the creation of the highway system
increased mobility and access to goods and services. However,
investments in highways have come at the expense of other
transportation modes. Over the years this has led to a heavier
reliance on vehicles and roadways and less on walking, bicycling
and transit use. Further, suburban development has resulted in
communities that are away from town centers and public transit
and require a near-total reliance on the automobile for transport
and access.

Our dependence on automobiles and roadways has profound
negative impacts on human health: decreased opportunities for
physical activity, and increased exposure to air pollution, and the
number of traffic crashes. The health costs associated with these
impacts, including costs associated with loss of work days and
wages, pain and suffering, and premature death, may be as high
as several hundred billion dollars.

An investment in a “healthier” transportation system is critical.
Providing convenient alternatives, encouraging active modes of
transport, and establishing a transportation system that fosters
connectivity and social interaction can not only offset health
impacts and costs, but generate health benefits.

[Abstracted from the Executive Summary of a report prepared for the
American Public Health Association by Urban Design 4 Health, Inc.
February 10, 2010]

http://tinyurl.com/3227ky5

Safer SA Roads

On May 13 Professor Fred Wegman,

SA’'s newly arrived Thinker in Residence,
presented some statistics on recent
successes in Holland (where he heads the
Institute for Road Safety research), and
some pointers to how he will approach his
task here in Adelaide.

More effective road safety planning has
enabled countries like Holland, Sweden
and the UK to successfully reduce their
road fatalities — and keep them down -to a
fraction of what they were 20 and even 10
years ago. But Fred was quick to emphasise there are no standard
answers, and each situation must be approached individually. As
a scientist he will be looking in detail at our accident statistics.

With simple examples he showed how failures in more than
one part of the ‘total system'’ (including the road, the car, and
the driver) may contribute to a single fatal accident - a young
inexperienced driver, poor light, alcohol, a tree close to a bend,
road markings, etc. Fred referred to the ‘Swiss cheese theory’
of accidents used by Prof James Reason of Manchester Uni, a
world authority on aviation safety. We should therefore look at
multiple ways to prevent accidents, rather than blame a single
cause or culprit.

Once we have attended to the more specific risk factors, such
as high risk road locations, we then have to deal with the more
inherent or generic factors - things like speed, mass, and the
vulnerability of the human body. This involves both physics and
psychology.

continuedon p 4
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Safer SA Roads (cont)

Some of Fred’s responses to questions from the packed Bonython Hall audience, which included many professionals from fields related

to his work:

Drink (and drug) driving — marijuana is less of a problem than harder drugs, but‘all performance affecting substances do not mix with
traffic, and ‘the issue of drivers with a serious alcohol problem is not solved by changing the legal blood alcohol limit"

Cycles - Fred is supportive of cycles, and Holland is certainly cycle friendly, almost 100% of major routes have cycle tracks. But there
‘cyclists are the holy cow, they think they own the road!” So it’s a different problem than here in SA.

Fitness to drive - Fred likes to see driving remain accessible to the elderly and people with health issues.

Speed limits and risk - drivers experience delays in traffic every day, so they would typically like to go faster. As long as they get
home safely they are usually unaware of the potential risks they have faced.

Fred obviously approaches his work with humour, balance, few preconceptions, and close attention to detail. He sounds like a man
who can help bring experts from different fields together to work more effectively. He believes strongly that a co-ordinated planning
approach to road safety from a range of stakeholders and authorities is what can make the difference. In Holland their vision is for

‘sustainable safety’ Sounds good!

Simon Fisher

Green Roofs Conference in Adelaide Oct 20 - 23 at the Adelaide Zoo.

The primary objectives of this years conference are to support
the green roof and wall industries in Australia and New Zealand:

« Focus on driving green roof and wall implementation

« Supporting different sectors and disciplines to share an
appreciation of their benefits and application for our
climate

- Demonstrating the technological and environmental
benefits, sharing and disseminating good practice and
promoting the implementation of green roofs and walls
into our cities

We look forward to seeing you at the conference 20-23 October

2010 and sharing in the opportunities and growth of this exciting

new industry. It's with your support that Green Roofs Australia

can continue to support this technology and its future.

Sidonie Carpenter
President Green Roofs Australia

Below is part of the abstract submitted by UEA for the Green
Roofs Conference:

The Roof Garden

The three-storey apartment building has a purpose-designed roof
garden covering some 200 square metres in area.

The garden provides sustainable landscape planting, organic food
production, aesthetic amenity, habitat for birds and insects, a
community gathering space and a place of respite with incredible
views over the city rooftops.

Itis a ‘real garden’ with 350mm of soil covering the entire roof area
providing micro-climate modification to the buildings and water
capture as well as the social and produce benefits.

This working, practical garden is tended by the residents and
changes focus through the seasons meeting their needs at the time.
Itis used as an educational tool as part of the regular site tours of the
Christie Walk project.

It was the first genuine roof garden established as an integral part of
a medium density development in Australia and provides a model
for other projects.

Energy Matters/Options?

The following is an excerpt taken from the Science Show on March 20:

Robyn Williams: What did you think when you heard a few weeks
ago that idea about using the battery in the car as a boost to the
grid?

Emilis Prelgauskas: | think it's an excellent direction because firstly
it means there is reason for proliferation of electric vehicles.
They're not just for the individual owner, they're suddenly doing
something worthwhile for the urban system as a whole. So
suddenly vehicles that are idle are hooked into the grid and can
simply either take charge or deliver charge. It means that the
imbalances in a power system that renewables like a wind farm
might create can be moderated by that sort of thing rather than
having to run a coal fired power station to do just that job.
Robyn Williams: Why not just have a battery separate from the
car?

Emilis Prelgauskas: When | built my own home 25 years ago,
that’s what | did. It’s a totally stand-alone solar system, it’s run
my home office ever since, and that’s fine, it just means that it’s
a stand-alone item, it's making no contribution further outside.
So as soon as a vehicle can be introduced into that equation

and particularly large numbers of vehicles, suddenly there is

an urban framework being created where people are in fact
sharing resources. And it’s just nice that we have another piece of
technology that might be doing another job during the day but
can add to that job in the evenings. We need to remember that
we're not just talking about car parks as charging points back

to the mains, we're talking about marinas and airports as well
because there are now electrically powered aircraft, there are
solar powered cruisers around the planet, and all of them have a
role to play in terms of adding capacity to an urban system.

[Robin Williams is the presenter of ABC's Radio National Science Show
broadcast on Saturdays at noon.

Emilis Presgauskas is one of the founders of Urban Ecology Australia.

He works with electric cars and buildings that have the ability to take
charge from cars and deliver charge to cars. He sees electric cars as
playing a key role in the way we power cities in the future. The idea is
that idle electric cars with excess charge hook up to the grid via building
charge points and en masse be a major power source. In reverse, charge
points are being planned for car parks, caravan parks, airports, and
restaurants, wherever cars are left.]
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Defining an Ecocity

using International Ecocity Standards (IES) as a tool

As the consequences of climate change and resource depletion Access to minimum basic needs

manifest themselves more and more clearly, the way we have International Ecocity Standards distinguish between amenities
built our cities, particularly in the past half-century, has come into  and necessities, and incorporate “plain good and solid” indicators
question. of urban health, such as those used by the United Nations’

First used by Ecocity Builders’ President Richard Registerin 1979,  Human Development Index including poverty rates, food and
the term “ecocity” is fast becoming a buzzword in many cities water security, infant mortality, longevity, and basic literacy.

around the world. In many cases, the legitimacy of such self-
proclamations has been questionable.

Just how ecologically healthy are these cities or projects? A
set of principles, standards, and metrics, as well as models
demonstrating ecocity elements is vital in bringing clarity
regarding the definition of an “ecocity”.

Social justice

Programs and policies that promote social justice will be
evaluated, such as the distribution of health, wealth and
consumption. International Ecocity Standards will deeply re-
consider the meanings of “prosperity” to include both human

and natural wealth.
While many in city planning circles use the term “ecocity”

interchangeably with “green” or “sustainable” city, Ecocity Target Users

Builders uses a definition of “ecocity” conditional upon a healthy International Ecocity Standards (IES) would be targeted towards
relationship of the city’s parts and functions, similar to the local governments, municipalities, regional agencies in charge
relationship of organs in living complex organisms. of development strategies including transportation, land

We believe “ecocities” need to take healthy organic, ecological use, housing, watershed management, agriculture, resource
and whole systems lessons seriously to be able to reverse the management, and regional development goals. Additionally,
negative impacts of climate change. We are concerned with city larger governmental bodies and organizations, including the

design, planning, building, and operations in an integral way and United Nations, and countries developing long-range strategies
in relation to the surrounding environment and natural resources  to address climate change, would be potential customers.

of the region. We propose that “green” and “sustainable”are vague  We expect that developers, environmental nonprofits, think
terms, suggesting merely the increase in vegetation or sustaining  tanks, educational institutions and community groups would
unhealthy urban systems and development practices into the want to use the IES as a tool for developing and evaluating
future. proposals and seeking approvals for proposals. Community
groups and advocacy and watchdog organizations would likely

Y H .
What's Unique about Ecocity Standards use the |ES to weigh in on development proposals and planning/

Bioregional/ecological indicators political processes, and help shape them from an advocacy

We propose that urban systemes, cities, have the potential perspective.

to become not just less damaging but “net contributors” to Finally, we believe that the IES could be useful to any one person
restoring global biodiversity, productive agriculture, and energy or organization wanting to build awareness and partnerships
independence. around complex issues within the nexus of humanity, nature and
International Ecocity Standards (IES) will measure net energy the built environment.

and materials input/output, appropriate locations, and impact
of external trade and will be selected in a way to address basic
principles of ecologically healthy whole systems design.

Collaboration & Synergy vs. Competition

Recent studies in evolutionary biology point out that it is
collaboration and synergy rather than competition that

Emphasis on the whole system and “end-point” indicators provided species with an evolutionary advantage over others.
An ecologically healthy city is in many ways analogous to We see collaboration and synergy as opposed to competition
complex living systems, like our human bodies. Ecocities are as the course we will pursue in developing the International
lean and compact, with their complex parts interacting three- Ecocity Standards. We will learn and incorporate as many of the
dimensionally and in relatively close proximity. International principles expressed by other related standards and become
Ecocity Standards integrate means of judging the functionality synergistic with them where possible. We are inspired and will
of the whole system as well as “end-point” positive measures consider collaboration and synergies with The Living Building
such as clean air, energy conservation, biodiversity restoration, Challenge initiative, the Ecological Performance Standards for
and agricultural productivity. This emphasis shifts the focus from Cities being developed by HoK and the Biomimicry Guild, The
judging the individual building - subject of most design and Natural Step methodology for the Sustainable Canadian City
construction standards to date — to assessing the whole built Index and the like.

community while continuing to acknowledge the importance of

N For more information about the IES please contact Richard
the building itself.

Register, President of Ecocity Builders at ecocity@igc.org’

Come and join us for live music, acting, (well we'll try)
performance poetry, entertainment plus and all for a good cause.
We are raising money to support the Ampiliwatja walkoff and to
assist in funding an anti intervention convergence in Alice Springs

in July. Not only will you be entertained, you'll get supper as well.
The theatre in Tandanya holds 120 people; we want 120 people@
$10 each. That will pay for 2 days food while in Alice.

RSVP Sue, gilbeysue@hotmail.com or 0431 112 898
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Sustainability Issues

Lochiel Park and Bowden Village

Prospect Residents’ Energy Forum for Environmental
Responsibility (PREFER), is a group of residents in Prospect,
established in 2006, with an interest in energy issues. They also
have a local food group which is planning a community garden
project.

UEA members Norm Rohde and Simon Fisher attended the
PREFER meeting on May 20 at Prospect Town Hall, where John
Boland was MC, and architect Paul Downton gave a presentation
on Christie Walk. At the same meeting a separate presentation
was given by Phil Donaldson, Sustainability Manager for the SA
Land Management Corporation (LMC). Phil focused mainly on
LMC'’s Lochiel Park development, and then spoke very briefly on
plans for Bowden Urban Village.

Lochiel Park
Lochiel Park is adjacent to the Torrens River in Campbelltown. A
few points from Phil’s presentation:

- is a mixed housing development with plans for an
affordable housing section which will have 100 homes per
hectare [compare Christie Walk which has 135 per hectare].

- includes a Sustainability Education Centre designed by
John Maitland

- housing is 7.5 star green rating, uses passive solar design,
all homes have solar PV and ‘some are energy neutral’

- gas boosted solar hot water systems
- target is 66% reduction in energy use

- ‘ecovision’system in each house allows resident to monitor
use of energy, water, and production of greenhouse
gases. System warns if approaching a set limit, and can
automatically switch off items rather than exceed a limit

- homes have airconditioning

- stormwater is captured, stored in underground aquifer and
recovered for use as needed [this system pioneered and in
use in Salisbury Council area]

- acommunity garden aims to supplement food supply [as
at Christie Walk], is not intended for food security

- O-bahn busway is adjacent to the site, however they have
not been able to arrange for buses to stop at the site, so
it's necessary to walk or cycle some minutes to the nearest
stop. Some bicycles have been provided, and they plan to
electrify some of these in future.

Bowden Village

Bowden Village is a planned green development for the 10ha
Origin Energy and former Clipsal sites, mainly residential but with
shops and other facilities as well. Phil showed a range of images
to illustrate some concepts being considered, such as ‘shared
streets’ which are smaller and less formal, more like wide cycle
and pedestrian pathways which cars can also use carefully at slow
speed.

Planning currently includes an emphasis on a fairly self-sufficient
green power mix (co-generation, tri-gen, solar, wind, plus green
energy from the grid) together with energy efficiency measures.
Buildings may range from 2 to 14 stories [not quite the ‘village’
scale of Christie Walk!]. The whole development is to be a TOD
(transit oriented development - a current buzz word) in which
transport, in particular effective public transport, is integrated
into the planning process, rather than tacked on after the
development has been built as appears to happen with outer
suburbs.

See:

- http://prospect-residents-energy-forum.net/

- www.Imc.sa.gov.au/lochielpark

- www.Imc.sa.gov.au/bowdenvillage

- and google ‘transit oriented development’ for a range of
articles.

Retrofitting Suburbia

The following website shows an interesting set of parameters for
urbanizing suburban areas. The images are very good.

http://tinyurl.com/n3kx2d

This was sent to UEA by Richard Risemberg so it shows an
American perspective but the ideas are relevant to any city.
<rickrise@earthlink.net>

Perth CBD Good Enough To Eat

Perth residents have welcomed a new, sustainably-designed
addition to their inner CBD. Not only is the garden and bar made
entirely from recycled and recyclable materials, with floors made
of recycled car tyres, furniture crafted from packing crates and
retired road signs and old wire twisted into new lampshades,
Greenhouse is good enough to eat - literally.

The exterior walls host 4,000 pots planted with cascading
strawberries, and the rooftop garden grows many many of the
herbs, fruit and vegetables that the European-style bar uses in its
menu. Food scraps are fed back into the garden’s worm farm, and
there are even plans to start a beehive, which will produce the
honey used in the Greenhouse’s dishes.

Designed by Melbourne floral artist and ‘waste wizard’ Joost
Bakker, the bar was originally conceived of as a pop-up
installation in Melbourne’s Federation Square. After a warm
reception there, it has moved to
Perth on a permanent basis.
Bakker...said he wanted to create !
a rooftop garden which was not
only self-sustaining, but that
would not leave a trace of itself
once dismantled.

“The idea was
that the

2 building could be totally pulled
apart and recycled - every single bit,” he said.

As well as including heavily recycled and recyclable components,

Bakker’s realised vision also includes wall cavities filled with fire-

safe straw bales, providing insulation for the building without the

need for large cooling or heating systems...

For example, Bakker believes rooftops are an untapped resource

which could transform the way we grow and consume food. He

points out that regular suburban lawns take up lots of space

and resources and are often covered by shade, which can make

growing some fruits and vegetables difficult.

“The average house in Australia is 228 square metres, and if you

just had the external part of the house planted with vegie bins, it

would be enough to provide for four families,” he said...
www.gmagazine.com.au/news/.../perth-cbd-good-enough-eat & Wikipedia
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