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UEA Update

Convenor’s Report

NEW BOARD MEMBER

We have invited Sue Gilbey to join the board, to fill the casual vacancy left by Charmaine Harvey,
who joined us for a short while but found the pressure from other commitments to be too
demanding. Sue was managing the office while Margaret and Norm Rohde were away. Now
Margaret is available to resume managing the office and so Sue is keen to join the board.

STORY WALL

Evette Sunset the story wall artist tells us that the wall should be completely finished by the end
of June. With that in mind we think we should start planning a Grand Ceremonial Opening for
some time in early September, when certain key people will be back from travels and so forth.

RADIO PROGRAM

Paul Downton, Wayne Anthoney, Effie Best and Kingsley Knott met with Radio Adelaide (101.5
FM) executives last month to discuss the idea of UEA producing a weekly radio program.
Kingsley reports elsewhere in this newsletter about this very exciting idea, which if it comes to
fruition will be a good new direction for UEA.

OUTREACH

We recently received a letter from the Project Officer for “Earth” — the young adults’ network
for the Uniting Church in SA. Having been on a UEA tour of Christie Walk, the writer is inviting
someone to come to a dinner meeting to talk about “Christie Walk from an environmental
perspective as well as what it’s like living in a form of community living.” | think this is a good idea
and could be a new project for UEA, offering talks out into the community. | will raise this at our
next Board meeting.

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY AWARDS
Having submitted an entry for these awards we were notified that we were one of the three
finalists in our division (Community). A UEA representative was invited to a presentation
ceremony and dinner in Melbourne on World Environment Day at which the winner would be
announced. However we declined the invitation - as explained on page 2.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Thanks to Joan and Margaret for writing a letter to all lapsed members of UEA, encouraging
them to re-join.

Wayne Anthoney - Convenor

GoGet news

GoGet for Aldinga Arts Eco Village (AAEV)?

Jane & Erik Rasmussen, who are building Cottage 11, are members of GoGet CarShare and love it. The only down side
is that the only South Australian pod is in the City. If around 20 people at AAEV show an interest, GoGet would likely
establish a pod of car(s) in the village.

Car sharing reduces the total number of cars on the road and therefore the emissions they give off along [with] the
petrol consumed and the resources used up in producing and repairing them. How many villagers have second cars
that are used only occasionally? How many villagers could get by with just a bike and public transit if a car was there
when really needed? Further, we'd be encouraging less car use beyond the village. GoGet members outside the
village could use the car(s) based here too!

[from Aldinga Arts Eco Village RSS Feed <elizabethh4@internode.on.net>]

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team or Urban Ecology Australia Inc.




UEA Update (cont)

AWARDS

2009 United Nations Association of Australia
(UNAA) World Environment Day Awards

Congratulations! You and/or Your organisation has been
selected as a finalist for the 2009 United Nations Association
of Australia World Environment Day Awards, in the category
Community Award. Finalists are:

« CERES Community Environment Park in Brunswick Victoria

« Peel-Harvey Catchment Council - Peel-Yalgorup Ramsar
site initiative” - south of Perth in WA.

« Urban Ecology Australia Inc -“The Christie Walk Project”

Here is the response from the UEA Board:

Thank you for the information regarding the UNAA World
Environment Day Awards presentations. We are extremely
pleased to note that the Christie Walk project has been
included as a finalist in those Awards.

While we acknowledge that recognition of organisations
doing exemplary work in relation to environmental issues

is important, we believe that traveling from Adelaide to
Melbourne for such an event is not in the best interests

of ‘combating climate change’ and ‘addressing global
environmental issues: UEA is a not-for-profit group and we
believe that our limited finances are best used to pursue our
mission which is to promote sustainable urban development.
We trust that the awards ceremony is successful and that our
non-attendance is not seen in any way as diminishing the
United Nations Association of Australia World Environment
Day event in promoting best practice environment activities.

[The cost of the dinner is $150 per person (It cost $110 to
enter for the award!)].

National winners of ENERGY GLOBE Award
2008

Dear Dr. Downton,

“You submitted your project, “Christie Walk Ecocity Project -
Innercity sustainable Housing development’, for the ENERGY
GLOBE Award 2008 and were among a total of 769 projects
from 111 nations.

We are pleased to announce that the International Jury has
judged your submission as the national winner for Australia.’
Paul did not accept the invitation to go to the ceremony in
Prague - 2 days free accommodation - was not sufficient
incentive!

The organisers have promised a DVD which we hope to see.
See the following website for more on the awards
http://www.energyglobe.com/en/energy-globe-award/

Peace Award

Sue Gilbey, long term activist for human rights, peace and
social justice, a resident of Christie Walk, and UEA Board
member has been awarded the prestigious honour, the
Bremen Peace prize.

People and organizations involved in peace promotion
worldwide nominate for the Prize (a large number of persons

as well as projects), and then the Jury of the Foundation
chooses among them and announces prize winners in three
categories:

Unknown Peace Worker
Exemplary Project Work
Work in the Public Arena

Sue won the category Unknown Peace Worker and will travel
with some of her family to Bremen in October to receive the
award. [Congratulations Sue!]

<http.//www.dieschwelle.de/index.php?id=68&amp;L=1>

GRANTS

Grants to Voluntary Environment and Heritage
Organisations (GVEHO)

In November 2008 UEA applied for a GVEHO grant for
administrative assistance. We asked for multiyear funding
($13,750 for 2008/9; $30,600 for 2009/10 and $30,400 for
2010/11).

We have just heard that UEA was granted $1,500 for a single
year only - a disappointing result! So now we need to seek

other grants for UEA and | guess apply again next financial year|
to GVEHO.

We'd love to hear from anyone who can suggest where we
could apply for funding - and it would be great if someone
with some experience in the area of submission writing could
help out with this task. Contact Margaret in the UEA office if
you have any ideas.

Adelaide City Council (ACC) Arts and Living
Culture Grants

UEA had more success with ACC - the first grant of $7,000 was
made available for the first section of the Storywall mural. We
received enough donations to complete the mural and have
now applied for a grant to set up a plaque to list donors and
supporters; to produce a brochure to promote and interpret
the mural; and for a launch later in the year. We expect to hear
if we have received this grant in a month or so.

The fourth (final) mosaic finished on the Story Wall.
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EDUCATION

Proposal from National Resource Management
(NRM) Education for a partnership with
Urban Ecology Australia

A proposal has been received by UEA from Hugh Kneebone,
Manager NRM Education for the Adelaide Mt Lofty Region
(AMLR) to formalise a strategy to work together to promote
sustainable practices in urban communities.

‘NRM Education would like to acknowledge the work of UEA
and the Christie Walk community by offering to promote the
schools program and educational resources that have been
developed.

UEA is excited by this proposal and will be meeting with Hugh
in the near future to discuss this further.

Proposal to run a weekly Radio program on
Radio Adelaide

Early planning is underway to launch a community

radio program in December. The focus of the program is
sustainable urban environments and how we develop these
for the future. It is anticipated that Paul Downton and Emilis
Prelgauskas will be regular contributors. An enthusiastic
group of six will undertake training in September, and will
be supported by a larger group to research and plan the
programs. Contributions from the wider community are
welcome.

Kingsley Knott <kbk@internode.on.net>

&

Production of education DVD at Christie Walk

The Global Education Centre (SA) Inc has been contracted
by AusAID and Curriculum Corporation to produce a DVD
showing good global education practice.

As part of this video, images from Christie Walk will be used
to support the film segment that introduces the global
emphasis of sustainable futures.

Eleven Year 10 students from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Catholic School participated in a staged site tour that
highlighted certain points from the script that had been
developed.

The Christie Walk community room was used as a location
to replicate a classroom scene where students are making
models of sustainable houses.

The DVD will be used for professional development purposes
with global education providers around Australia. Copies

will also be made available to interested teachers and a copy
provided to Urban Ecology Australia.

Christie Walk Update

StoryWall Mural
The finishing of the mural has been the focus for many
Christie Walk residents over the past few months. As work
progressed to the final stages it became more specialised
so smaller numbers were involved. However the shared
Sunday lunch still attracted workers and others. The mural is
expected to be finished late in June and officially launched in
late September.

Gardening

As work on the mural and the bikeshed neared completion,
there was much tidying up of the courtyard area and
development of new garden spaces. Two half barrels were set
above the garden level to provide disability access.

Recent good rains have rejuvenated all the garden areas and
the vegies are growing apace.

An in-ground pond has been donated and set into the roof
garden. It is already attracting a number of birds. (Our thanks
to Hugh Kneebone).

Bike Shed

The bike shed is nearly completed and this will allow the
bikes from the ground floor of the atrium in the front
apartment building to be moved out and that area to be
‘beautified’! It may be too dark for growing plants but there
are lots of other ideas.

Atrium - Stage 3 apartments

In the meantime work has been done to rejuvenate the plants
on levels 1,2 &3. A watering roster has been drawn up with
advice from landscape gardener Pam Gurner-Hall. There are
plans to put some mirrors on the walls below the stairs to
reflect light on to the plants on levell.

Raised pot to give disability access in
front of new garden along the ‘Sunset

‘wall




NEWS

Barbara Hardy recognised

The University of South Australia has recently established the
UniSA Barbara Hardy Centre for Sustainable Environments.
Dr Hardy is patron of our very own UEA Centre for Urban
Ecology and we congratulate her on this further recognition
of her work as one of Australia’s environmental leaders.

The new Centre Director, Professor Chris Daniels has said
that the Centre aims to work with governments, business,
community groups, other researchers and the publicin
developing collaborative community solutions for urban
environments.

Transition Towns (TT) update

Further to the article in the last newsletter, the Transition
Towns initiative is gaining momentum, with a working group
meeting regularly to plan how communities can become part
of this movement.

There are many people who are already doing TT things
without calling it such, working on projects that would
normally come under the TT umbrella, such as the
Sustainable Communities NP&StP (see next item), the CLEAN
group, Adelaide Hills Climate Action Group, and many others
actively involved in making changes in their communities.

One of the challenges of TT is to avoid being seen as an
alternative program to what people are already doing.
Instead it should be about working with people to enable
them to be effective change agents. As such it should

be complementary to UEA and we hopefully can work
productively together.

To keep up to date with local initiatives check out the
following:
http.//groups.google.com/group/transition-initiatives-sa?hl=en

Sustainable Communities

The Sustainable Communities Norwood, Payneham & St
Peters is an active community-based organisation dedicated
to helping people reduce their ecological footprint. They
encourage local groups and issues groups to work in
supporting each other in making changes to their lifestyle.
There are currently 100 members growing and sharing food,
collecting soft plastics for recycling and sharing information
of solar technologies, water re-use systems and energy
auditing.

Check out further information on their website:
www.scnpsp.wordpress.com

Visit to Guam (Guahan)
Sue Gilbey has written a very interesting paper about her
recent visit to Guam. She says:“l have a 2 page paper | have
written and would be happy to email to anyone who is
interested “. Her email address is <gilbeysue@hotmail.com>

Sue was invited by Dr Lisa Natividad, whom she met last year,
along with Julian Aguon on their Asia Pacific militarisation
awareness raising tour.

“My paper was a tongue-in-cheek expose called On the Art of
Stealing Human Rights.”

Solar Vision for Australia
[Edited from an article in UniSA news written by Kelly Stone]

A new national solar testing centre at UniSA’s Mawson Lakes
campus is harnessing the power of the sun to produce a
bright future for solar energy in Australian homes.

Researchers at the Sustainable Energy Industry Support
Centre (Institute for Sustainable Systems and Technologies)
are testing solar powered products including solar hot water,
solar air conditioning and solar heating....

“[It] is our vision to have all Australian homes using the sun for
heating and cooling, as well as hot water,” said centre director
Professor Wasim Saman.

The centre has been formed with a key focus on supporting
solar hot water applications in Australia through research,
education, testing and product development. It was officially
opened by Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett on
April 17.

Minister Garrett said Australia’s capacity to develop advanced
solar technologies had taken another step forward with the
opening of the centre.

Greenedge Ethical wound up

Those people looking for an ethical investment were sorry to
get the following news:

Greenedge Ethical Investments Limited, an investment
vehicle set up late last year to fund the development of
eco villages, or sustainable communities, has requested
liquidation, according to a letter seen by Ethical Investor.

A letter to creditors and contributories from Graeme Lean,
liquidator at G.T. Lean Associates, states that shareholders and
directors have requested proceedings to place the company
into liquidation via a Creditors’Voluntary Winding Up.

The company said: “There is no doubt that the release

of Greenedge Ethical’s IPO, during the current economic
crisis, has had an effect on share applications. Despite the

IPO receiving a high level of interest following the October
opening, share applications have fallen short of the $8 million
minimum set by the company for listing.

www.ethicalinvestor.com.au/index.php?option=com _content&task=vi
ew&id=2950&Itemid=402

EcoNews (Environmental News, Events and

Information)
We recommend that you subscribe to the on-line EcoNews.
Number 62 has interesting articles such as:

Adelaide to Get Australia’s Largest Solar Photovoltaic Power
System - TWO leading Australian companies will join forces
and build Australia’s largest solar power system at the Adelaide
Showgrounds.

Mighty Wings Can Power Advance For Offshore Wind - A
REVOLUTIONARY new wind turbine that promises to advance the
harnessing of offshore wind energy through its ruggedness, extra
stability and easier access for maintenance has been given the
go- ahead.

Email <info@ecovoice.com.au> to subscribe
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SA’s ban on plastic bags

Thin non-biodegradable plastic shopping bags have been prohibited in South

Australia from 4 May 2009 due to environment and waste management concerns.
article by Michael Robertson

Bag ban
Thin non-biodegradable plastic shopping bags have been
prohibited in South Australia from 4 May 2009 due to
environment and waste management concerns. A range
of alternative bags will be available for shoppers, including
thin plastic “barrier bags”and
thicker, woven-plastic carry
bags.

Retailers not complying with
the ban will face on-the-spot
fines of $315 and a maximum
penalty of $5000. Suppliers
could face fines of up to
$20,000.

Which bags are banned

exactly?

“The ban will prohibit retailers
from selling or giving away
plastic bags with handles made
of polyethylene polymer less
than 35 microns thick,” says Zero
Waste SA, the government agency
tasked with ushering in the ban.

LN

Supermarket checkout in South Australia on last day before thin non- X .
biodegradable shopping bag ban; shows reusable bags already popular Stores in South Australia.

Lightweight plastic bags marked “degradable” have also been
banned because “degradable plastics merely break down into
smaller and smaller flakes which remain as damaging waste
for many years,” says Zero Waste SA.

Why?
Reasons to ban thin plastic shopping bags include the
following:

« Thin plastic shopping bags, typically used once and then
thrown away, consume resources and add to the waste
stream.

« Many such bags find their way to the sea where they
endanger wildlife which mistake them for food.

+ Such bags can be easily replaced by heavier, woven-plastic
bags which can be reused many times.

- The extra thought required with reusable woven-plastic
shopping bags (buying them; remembering to bring
them) may also encourage customers to consider other
ways of reducing waste.

Which shopping bags are still available in South
Australia?
Shopping bags that have not been banned include:

- Biodegradable (compostable) plastic shopping bags
(meeting Australian Standard AS 4736-2006), available for
(AU) 25c.

+ Reusable shopping bags made from woven plastic,
available for (AU) $1.00.

« Shopping bags made from paper.

« The larger, stronger plastic bags used to wrap purchases
from clothing and department stores.

Other plastic bags still available include:

« Smaller, thin, handle-less, transparent plastic bags, called
“barrier bags”, used to contain loose, unpackaged goods
such as fruit and vegetables.

« Thick, garbage-bin-sized plastic bags, called “bin-liners”.

In addition, supermarket

customers will still be able to

fill large shopping trolleys,
transfer their shopping

to their car parked in an

adjacent, free-to-use car park,

and drive (as against bus,
cycle, or walk) their shopping
home.

Consequences for

supermarkets
Banning the bags will
result in an abrupt change
in the practice of many
supermarkets and other

Previously, check-out staff in
many (but not all) supermarkets would automatically fill new
plastic bags with a customer’s purchases unless the customer
asked them not to. (Customers were typically not charged for
the bags; the cost - $10 to $15 per year per average household,
according to Zero Waste SA - was passed on through higher
prices on bought goods.)

Under the new regime, while supermarket check-out staff
may continue to fill a customer’s bags for them, the customer
will have to supply or purchase the bag. This will interrupt the
smooth flow of customer throughput. On the other hand, it
will create an opportunity to rehumanise the contact between
customer and staff.

Sources
« Plastic bag ban begins, Australian Broadcasting Corporation
2009.5.4

« South Australia bans plastic bags, SBS, 2009.5.4

Plastic bags to disappear today, The Independent Weekly,
2009.5.4

+ SA set to ban plastic bags, AAP, Sydney Morning Herald,
2009.5.3

« Which bags will be banned? Zero Waste SA, 2009

+  Which bags will be allowed?, Zero Waste SA, 2009

«  What's wrong with plastic bags?, Zero Waste SA, 2009
Alternative Reusable Bags, Woolworths (supermarket), 2009

Links
« Byobags - Dedicated website to inform customers and
retailers about the ban, maintained by Zero Waste SA

. Zero Waste SA
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More on Ecocities

Ecocities Emerging
To support humanity’s transition into the Ecozoic Era

an initiative of Ecocity Builders and the International Ecocity
Conference Series.

“As we build, so shall we live”is the theme upon which the
Ecocities Emerging initiative is predicated. This concept is
rooted in the real. It seeks to underscore the impact of our
collective actions within the context of who and where we
are at the most basic level -- one out of well over five million
species existing on a planetary body approximately twenty-
eight thousand light years from the center of our galaxy and
having evolved over a great deal of time.

But over time we've become experts in denial of the ‘real’,
which in recent decades has involved creating a global
economic system based on theories of unlimited resources
and deferred payment. The system is designed to further
reward those of us reaping the immediate benefits, and the
ends justify the means -- as long as it means we keep getting
what we want.

But with the recent collapse of this system, corresponding to
the collapse of much of the resource base it was exploiting,
the majority of us who were previously benefiting are not
getting what we want any more. The good news is that with
such a severe problem with the old model, we are finally
more open to changing it.

There now exists the hopeful possibility that the connection
between the real world and how we live in it will finally

be acknowledged and a new vision will emerge to begin
bringing the two into balance.

We are struggling towards this new direction. The basic
understanding of what needs to happen is already here, it’s
now a matter of building up enough energy to keep pushing
through.

As we build, so shall we live.
www.ecocitybuilders.org

Some other websites to check on the topic of ecocities:

<http.//www.arcosanti.org/project/main.htm/>

<http.//www.ecocitybuilders.org/downtown.htm/>

<http.//www.globalpublicmedia.com/transcripts/496 >

Institutions and Social Change: implementing
co-operative housing and environmentally

sustainable development at Christie Walk
© Susan McClean and Jenny Onyx

[This draft paper is still to be refereed - we will publish it on
the UEA website when it is available]

From guerrilla gardens
In the backyard of a suburban home in Denver, Colorado, 22 g

They arrived when a member of BackyardChickens, an online
in today hopefully, and | am worried that animal control will b
poultry farmer wrote. An underground “urban chicken” move
Cities such as Boston, Massachusetts, and Madison, Wisconsin|
city fences.

www.worldwatch.org/node/59002emc=el&m=216150&I=6&v=806641

Book Reviews:

Everyday learning together in the garden
Lyn Bower

This small book is written for parents & teachers of
preschoolers and young primary children -‘Children in this

age-group love to be involved in planning the garden’.
www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au

The Great Neighbourhood Book
Jay Walljasper

Described as a Do-it-Yourself Guide to Placemaking, this
book includes chapters on‘How to tame traffic and improve
transportation’;'How to foster a sense of community’; ‘'How to
keep things clean, green and natural’...

New Society Publishers - www.newsociety.com

Continuous Productive Urban Landscapes
André Viljoen, Katrin Bohn, Joe Howe (reviewed by Elise Harris)

This book on urban design extends and develops the widely
accepted ‘compact city’ solution. It provides a design proposal
for a new kind of sustainable urban landscape: Urban
Agriculture.

One Magic Square

Lolo Houbein

Grow your own food on one
square metre - ‘the best and
cheapest food is the food you
grow in your own piece of dirt!
www.wakefieldpress.com.au

Communities

“I believe that green compact communities, smaller well-
built homes, walkable streets and smart infrastructure

can actually offer a far better quality of life than living in
McMansion hintersprawl in purely material terms: more
comfort, more security, more true prosperity. But even more
to the point, | believe they offer all sorts of non-materialistic
but extremely real benefits that suburbs cannot. Opponents
of smart growth talk about sacrificing our way of life -- but
it's not a sacrifice if what you get in exchange is superior.”

Richard Risemberg
http.//www.rickrise.com

A link (to a work in progress):
http.//www.worldchanging.com/archives/007800.html|

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOVOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOV

 to backyard chickens!
hickens are hiding out from the law.

forum, ordered the birds in the mail. “l actually get my chicks
e at the post office waiting for me with hand-cuffs,” the new
ment has swept across the United States in recent years.

are known to have had chickens residing illegally behind

)485
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News in brief from the net
Thanks to Sharon Ede, Sue Gilbey, Jane Manifold & Margaret Rohde for their monitoring of web articles. Editing by Joan Carlin

Can we live without cars?

Vauban, Germany
[Martin Specht for The New York Times]

Residents of this upscale community are suburban pioneers,
going where few soccer moms or commuting executives
have ever gone before: they have given up their cars.

Comments:

Street parking, driveways and home garages are generally
forbidden in this experimental new district on the outskirts
of Freiburg, near the French and Swiss borders. Vauban’s
streets are completely “car-free” — except the main
thoroughfare, where the tram to downtown Freiburg runs,
and a few streets on one edge of the community.

70 percent of Vauban’s families do not own cars, and 57
percent sold a car to move here.“When | had a car | was
always tense. I'm much happier this way,” said Heidrun Walter,
a media trainer and mother of two, as she walked verdant
streets where the swish of bicycles and the chatter of
wandering children drown out the occasional distant motor.
Vauban, completed in 2006, is an example of a growing
trend in Europe, the United States and elsewhere to separate
suburban life from auto use, as a component of a movement
called“smart planning”

“All of our development since World War Il has been
centered on the car, and that will have to change,” said
David Goldberg, an official of Transportation for America, a
fast-growing coalition of hundreds of groups in the United
States who are promoting new communities that are less
dependent on cars.

0000000 0C0OCGOEOOOOOOOOOEOEODO
San Francisco
In San Francisco there is a multi-agency effort to close a
small portion of 17th Street where it meets Market Street to
vehicle traffic and convert the space into a trial pedestrian
plaza, which is hoped to be operational by May.

They say:‘As we've seen what folks in New York City have
done in terms of taking excess asphalt and returning it to
people, to more diverse uses, we're inspired. The approach
we're taking here is to try it. If it's great, it will be great. If not,
we'll take it out!

Link: http://st.streetsblog.org/2009/03/25/17th-street-closure-will-be-
first-nyc-style-plaza-in-san-francisco/

Melbourne has a vision

A VISION for a suburb of the future with no cars, an 80 per
cent reduction in carbon emissions and the ability to grow its
own food has been unveiled by a State Government-funded
thinktank. And it could happen on a site just two kilometres
from the centre of Melbourne.

A 20-hectare site for the new green suburb has even been
identified on land owned by VicTrack, the government

body that owns the state’s rail assets. The lease on the site
known as E-Gate, just off Footscray Road, expires in 2014 and
Major Projects Victoria has been working with VicTrack on
possibilities for the land.

Now, the Victorian Eco-Innovation Lab, a university-based
thinktank funded by the Government, has come up with ideas
for a new environmentally friendly suburb at the site.

“No cars on the site — the site is made for walking, cycling
and we are going to provide on the site free, small, electric
vehicles that can be picked up by any resident on the site and
roamed around on the site,” he said. “If this was a standard
development, you would have 4000-5000 cars.”

Professor Ryan said the medium-density suburb would have
buildings of up to eight storeys and a centralised heating and
cooling system. He said the site would treat all its own sewage
and use some of the resultant methane for power production.
There would also be urban wind towers and solar panels to
produce electricity.

Another innovative feature would be the suburb’s ability
to produce food, with mini urban-farms spread across the
development and a “multi-storey farm”.

“Shifting the production of fresh vegetables into a multi-storey
farm — a car park with lots of glazing to let the light in and
then growing vegetables instead of cars — it's been widely
explored in the US and China and Japan,” Professor Ryan said.

[Article edited from original by Jason Dowling and Natalie Craig]
<http://www.theage.com.au/national/eco-suburb-plan-unveiled-for-
City-20090224-8gw7.html>

New York City

Astonishing things are happening in New York City, most
especially at‘the centre of the world’- Times Square. Inspired
political leadership is ‘copenhagenizing’ some of most car-
congested streets in one of the most pedestrian-crowded
places on the continent.

<http.//www.pricetags.ca/pricetags/pricetags107.pdf>

Bristol

A futuristic housing estate is planned for Bristol (UK). When
completed Hanham Hall will house 750 people in 185 units
and will be awarded a code level six rating under Britain’s
mandatory Code for Sustainable Homes.

[Edited from article in Weekend Australian May 9-10 2009]

[Ed: we hope that grazing land is not to be reclaimed for Hanham Hall!]

Artist’s impression of Hanham Hall
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More news in brief from the net

Renewable Energy

Wind turbines

PARIS - Paris city authorities are planning to build small wind
turbines into one of the world’s most famous skylines to take
advantage of the strong winds which sometimes sweep high
points such as Montmartre.

“We are not talking of big models like those we see in the
countryside. We are in Paris and we musn't disfigure the
landscape,’ Denis Baupin, a deputy mayor in charge of
sustainable development, told Le Parisien newspaper.
http://planetark.org/wen/52567

Wave energy
A new wave energy device known as “Anaconda”is the latest
idea to harness the power of the seas.

Its inventors claim the key to its success lies in its simplicity:
Anaconda is little more than a length of rubber tubing filled
with water. Waves in the water create bulges along the tubing
that travel along its length gathering energy. At the end of
the tube, the surge of energy drives a turbine and generates
electricity.

Anaconda is non-mechanical. It is mainly rubber, a natural
material with a natural resilience, and so has very few moving
parts to maintain. The long-term plan is to have hundreds
of these devices offshore where waves are big, in northern

Scotland for example.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/8034884.stm

Swapping & Sharing

The Sharehood (similar to the LETS scheme)
The Sharehood is all about sharing resources within your
neighbourhood. Sewing machines, cars, tools, books and
washing machines all have the capacity to be shared. Skills
too are meant to be shared, gardening help, handiwork,
bike fixing, accountancy and so on, are all both desired
and available within your neighbourhood. The Sharehood
provides a forum for neighbours to meet, interact, make
friends and share skills and resources.
<http.//www.thesharehood.org/>

From op-shop to fashion swap!

The practice of swapping fashions has recently been
attracting attention worldwide, particularly in Europe and
the United States. This is an activity aimed at making more
effective use of resources by providing a forum for people to
exchange free of charge those fashion items (clothes, shoes,
bags, accessories, etc.) that they don’t use anymore and that
sit in their closets because, for instance, they no longer fit.

One example of a fashion-swapping event is the Swap-O-
Rama-Rama, which started in the U.S. in 2005.
<http.//www.swaporamarama.com/>

Fashion Swap Arrives in Japan

Japan’s first major fashion swap event, “xChange,” was held
in September 2007 in Tokyo. Junko Niwa, a pioneer of this
activity in Japan, explains the meaning of the name:“’X’
means ‘anything!

<http://letsxchange.jp/english>

Gardens/growing food

When Suzanne Forsling moved from the US Midwest to
Alaska, she discovered this novel idea for keeping her salad
crops off the cold ground and away from critters who messed
with them. She used new guttering, but there’s no reason

why you couldn’t use old guttering, either that from your own
home, or from a reclamation yard. This is a very inventive way
of gardening if you don’t have a garden. Use a house wall, your
balcony or expand your garden if you have one by using a
garden wall.

http.//www.ecostreet.com/blog/category/good-food/>
[ I 1

Transport issues

Japan

Toyama'’s urban development plan aims at rejuvenating public
transport and gradually inducing people to live closer to areas
concentrated around convenient public transportation access
points. As public transportation routes radiate outward from
Toyama Station, the city’s initial investments aim to strengthen
these transportation systems.

http.//www.japanfs.org/en/mailmagazine/newsletter/pages/028927.
html.

Sweden

Swedish advertising company, Acne <http://www.acne.se/> ,

put together a rather eye-catching advertising campaign for
Flygbussarna <http://www.flygbussarna.se/> , an airport coach
bus service, to inspire individual car drivers to take the coach
bus instead . An installation made up of 50 wrecked cars
resembling a Flygbussarna coach bus was placed next to the
highway leading to the Swedish airport. Acne used 50 cars to
emphasize that a coach bus can seat up to 50 people whereas,
on average, an individual car has only 1.2 people.

<http://www.inhabitat.com/2008/12/23/london-bus-by-foster-and-

partners/>
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