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At our monthly board meeting on October 14th, we welcomed Charmaine Harvey to the Board, replacing Sophia van Ruth, 
who intends to remain in Europe for some time. Charmaine, the coordinator of the Global Education Centre, has contributed 
a profile of herself for this edition.

UEA’s current projects are:

•	 Conducting the site tours of Christie Walk. The rooftop photovoltaic (PV) array on the house of Graham and  Chreena 
Thomas,  and the Story Wall will be excellent enhancements to the walks. Mention of renewable energy and PV panels in  
particular is always an important part of the tours but up until now the  audience has not been able to see any, although 
there is a substantial array  atop Stage 3. 

•	 Lobbying Government and business bodies on matters of  ecological importance. 
•	 Auspicing the Story Wall mural project, which is proceeding  very well. 
•	 Development of the GoGet car-sharing project, which is also  growing and being a success. 
•	 Maintenance of the UEA and associated Christie Walk websites,  which contain vast amounts of information on ecological 

issues and are  gateways to much more.
In addition we decided at our last meeting that we would re-visit the idea of getting the large solar PV array erected atop the 
Stage 2 roof-garden at Christie Walk. This was a part of the initial plan back in 2000 or so but was abandoned because of cost. 
We intend to investigate whether the political climate has changed sufficiently to permit the plan to be reintroduced. There 
are numerous changed factors, including decreased cost and increased efficiency of panels, availability of newly-developed 
sun-cubes and increased rebates for the installations. The main cost however would still be for the pergola structure to carry 
the panels - roughly $20,000. The pergola, in addition to bearing the panels, would be a welcome addition, making the roof-
garden more visitor-friendly in summer, so there is quite some cogitation to be done. 

Wayne Anthoney 
Convener, UEA

UEA Update

UEA Annual General Meeting
Tuesday November 11  

6pm in the Community Room at Christie Walk
Food and refreshments provided

This is an opportunity for Urban Ecology members and friends to catch up.  
You will also be able to see how the work on the mural is proceeding.

Elections for the Board of Urban Ecology Australia will be held,  
and we invite new Board members.

After the AGM, one of our board members, Eric Constantin, will be presenting  
an introductory workshop on Thematic Communication.  

Eric has lived and travelled extensively abroad, and since coming to live in Australia has attended 
numerous workshops exploring issues around sustainability and personal development.  He has a 
background in Computer Science, a Masters in Business, and is certified in permaculture design. 

‘Thematic Communication can aid anyone in fostering sustainable behaviour and  
create a Sustainable City.’

Published by  
Urban Ecology Australia Inc  

105 Sturt St Adelaide 
Phone (08) 8212 6760 

  urbanec@urbanecology.org.au
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UEA Update (cont)

Charmaine Harvey
I would like to introduce myself to you all. My name is 
Charmaine Harvey and I joined the Urban Ecology Australia 
Board in October 2008. I am the Coordinator at the Global 
Education Centre (SA) Inc, which is a fantastic library/
resource centre in the heart of Adelaide. 

The Global Education Centre believes that education 
can be a catalyst for positive change. It provides support 
and resources to educators, students and the wider 
community with the overall aim of increasing the level 
of understanding of global issues. We raise awareness to 
inspire people to search for solutions and to empower 
them to act so that we can secure a more just, sustainable 
and safe world.

I have a Degree in Applied Science and a Diploma in 
Environmental Management & Technology. Also, I work 
part-time for the River Murray Urban Users Committee as 
a Project & Volunteer Liaison Officer. I have acquired many 
skills in natural resource management and information 
technology. 

I am keen to work with UEA, to help develop a sustainable 
future for all.

A first pic of the mural!! This should whet your appetite and encourage you to join the 
workers on Sundays - at any time between 10.30am to 4.30pm. The pieces shown are 
in mosaic and there will be other materials (mostly recycled) used in the design. You 
will learn what to do and don’t need any special expertise just enthusiasm!

The wall is the south one along the covered driveway into Christie Walk from Sturt 
Street. Our chosen artist is Evette Sunset, who, after a day’s discussion with people 
who live here, developed an ambitious design for the whole wall (18m x 3.5m).

Residents and friends are very excited about the project and love to welcome the 
many others who join them from the SW corner or as far away as Willunga and Para 
Hills!

The themes that Evette has developed are 
•	 Design
•	 Place
•	 People
•	 Biodiversity
•	 Sustainability
Different materials are to be used, including photos from the history of Christie Walk.
Urban Ecology Australia is pleased to acknowledge the funding support of Adelaide 
City Council through their Arts and Living Culture Program.

Story Wall Mural

GoGet Car share 
The GoGet Car Sharing 
Service is now up and 
operating in the South 
West area of Adelaide.

  There are already more 
than 35 members, 
some of whom have 
registered additional 
drivers. 

New  members are welcome and we expect that a third car will 
be added to the fleet soon. 
One of the two cars already in service is parked in the Sturt 
Street car park, courtesy of the Adelaide City Council.  The 
other car (Joanie!) is now parked outside the Urban Ecology 
Australia office at 105 Sturt Street, the reserved parking space 
also by courtesy of Adelaide City Council.
The Council has also installed bike lockers in the car park for 
those who live a bit further away and would like to cycle to 
pick up a car.  There should soon be a bike stand outside UEA.

Go to www.GoGet.com.au to join up.

FreeFoto.com
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Christie Walk Update

Christie Walk residents Amy & Harry; Helen & Esther; Delia & 
Hero; with Phyllis in the gardens of Christie Walk

ECO-VILLAGE LIFE (article by Margaret Rohde)

Cont next page

Many residents of Christie Walk have been busy on 
most Sundays helping with the Urban Ecology mural -  
see article on p 2.  It is a great time to chat and to meet 
others who don’t live in Christie Walk.

There was quite a lot of excitement last week when a 
large colony of ladybirds was noticed on the trunk of a 
tree. We hope they are having a busy time eating the 
aphids that have been seen on one of the fruit trees 
and the rose bush!

A group of residents and friends recently visited the 
Aldinga Arts EcoVillage. We were shown over two 
of the houses and learnt how they are capturing 
rainwater and saving energy. It was good to see how 
a semi-rural eco-village functions, and to see how it 
differs from our urban one.

Joan Carlin

There seems to be an explosion of ‘green’ real estate in the 
process of planning, building or on the market around 
Australia. Governments are supporting major ‘green’ housing 
developments such as Lochiel Park in South Australia and 
private developers are building new suburban and rural 
estates with their own environmentally sustainable ‘guidelines’. 
While guidelines are a big improvement it is questionable 
whether they will be enough to reduce the desire to build 
‘mcmansions’ with all the resources that entails. 

Meanwhile eco-villages, quietly initiated by the 
environmentally aware visionaries of over twenty years ago, 
are thriving, and new villages being planned and in progress. 
Now that climate change has become a mainstream concern, 
eco-villages are being seen as places for environmental 
education and attracting groups of visitors from primary 
school students to prime ministers. 

Living in an eco-village may sound daunting to those who 
have never experienced it but interestingly it is often the 
features of eco-villages that people mention when wistfully 
talking of the life they would like to have, or may have had in 
their youth:

•	 ‘We used to go out in the morning to play and not come 
home till lunchtime. 

•	 We used to walk to school with our friends. 
•	 Everyone knew their neighbours and people would help 

each other. 
•	 People left their doors unlocked.
•	 Neighbours would look out for each other’s children’.
This is what life can be like in eco-villages accompanied by 
friendships and socialising and the responsibilities of maintaining 
communal areas and running the community corporation. Some 
villages go a step further with far more community sharing of 
resources such as regular shared meals.

Most eco-villages are in rural or semi-rural areas and 
there are very few developments along the lines of 
Christie Walk or Westwyck (Brunswick Victoria) in urban 
areas. While the pleasure of living in a rural setting is 
obvious there is still the issue of loss of farmland and 
biodiversity and the need for transport to workplaces, 
schools and other facilities. It takes years to plan and 
build eco-villages while it is our cities which desperately 
need an urgent transformation. 

Would it be possible to emulate cohousing or eco-village 
life into our suburbs and transform our cities more 
quickly? Rather than build new developments on the 
fringe of our suburban spread we could be transforming 
the existing suburbs, making them environmentally and 
socially sustainable. 

Rather than demolish large homes perhaps they could 
be converted to two or three smaller apartments with 
a shared laundry and gardens. Closer living does not 
have to mean a complete loss of privacy if well planned. 
Lawns could be converted to food production and the 
removal of a few fences might break down other barriers. 
Retrofitting for energy and water saving measures could 
be cheaper and easier when doing it co-operatively with 
neighbours.

Converting homes is probably the easy part whereas 
changing the ‘fortress’ mindset of modern living is much 
more difficult. Eco-villages demonstrate that a sense of 
security can come from knowing neighbours and having 
more people visible on the streets thus encouraging 
parents to let their children explore their environment 
and maybe walk, ride a bike or use public transport to go 
to school. 
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Cascade Cohousing is built in South Hobart, a Hobart suburb 
that sits between the city and Mt Wellington. Twenty adults 
and 16 children live here in 16 households. We have a central 
common house with rooms for kitchen, dining, lounge, 
kids, TV, guests, laundry and workshop. We run common 
meals 3 nights a week and they are very popular. Common 
meals are one of our greatest successes and are at the core 
of our common values. About half the residents of Cascade 
Cohousing express a preference for a vegetarian diet and 
we have agreed to exclude meat, other than fish, from the 
common house.

The houses at Cascade Cohousing were built to be energy 
efficient and consideration of “environmental impact” was 
part of the process of design and construction. Most houses 
are constructed from airated concrete blocks or from timber 
and have two stories. All houses have good solar access from 
the north and many have features such as greenhouses for 
trapping the sun’s heat. The grounds of Cascade Cohousing 
slope to the east and there are views of both Mt Wellington 
and the River Derwent.

Common social activities include film and video watching, 
games evenings, eating, Morris dancing, gardening and 
playing cricket with the kids. We have two regular parties 

each year (plus other private or spontaneous ones) at mid-
winter and mid-summer. Our mid summer gathering is 
limited to residents and a few friends and has a Christmas 
feel and is a celebration of another year living at Cascade 
Cohousing. Our mid winter party is usually an invite-all-your-
friends affair with lots of music and dancing.

We built the common house and most of our paths and 
landscaping ourselves. We have a “working bee” once 
a month for construction and maintenance of the site. 
Sometimes the working bees are hard work, but they are 
mostly fun and social occasions.

About one quarter of our land has been preserved as an 
area of unbuilt space and most of this is regenerating to 
the natural bush of the region. Between the regrowth and 
the housing we have a space for orchards, gardens and a 
chicken run. There are currently 10 chickens in the run and 
they supply some of our eggs, eat lots of food scraps and 
entertain both children and adults alike. Our fruit trees are 
now producing. This year we had a huge crop of apples and 
plenty of apricots, but birds ate the almond crop.

From the website:
 www.echoview.com/caco/aboutcascade

One example of this style of living is Cascade Cohousing in Tasmania:

News from WA
The SomerVille Launch Event was held on Thursday 5 June 
2008 - World Environment Day and more than 90 people 
were in attendance celebrating a significant occasion. The 
SomerVille EcovillageTM project was inspired by the desire to 
create a world class ecovillage near Perth, Western Australia. 
The  vision was is to live in:

 “A vibrant village where community flourishes, in which 
every person is supported and contributes, in balance with a 
sustainable ecological ethic.” 

The SomerVille EcovillageTM is a remarkable project, which has 
been in process for nearly seven years. Their ambition is to 
create one of the world’s leading examples of what an eco-
village could be. 

“One of the barriers we came up against when developing 
SomerVille was access to intelligent finance. What I mean by 
“intelligent finance” is financial institutions that understand 
ecovillages and other sustainable developments compared to 
standard banking institutions that incorrectly see ecovillages as 
high risk and charge a premium or don’t lend at all.

“Some time ago, an idea was formed to create an ethical 
investment fund to help 
finance SomerVille and other 
ecovillages. After years in 
the planning, we lodged a 
prospectus with ASIC this 
month and Greenedge Ethical 
Investments (http://www.
greenedgeethical.com.au)  
needs to raise a minimum 
of A$8 million to be able to 

News from NSW
The Sydney Coastal Ecovillage (SCEV) is making progress. 
They have found land at Narara near Gosford and are 
negotiating the purchase. 

This project is also linking into funding through GreenEdge. 
(see box below) as they appeal for investment funds.

Eco-villages in progress in Australia
be floated on the ASX. We are aiming for this to happen by 
November 14th 2008 although we may extend this deadline if 
necessary.”

“Subdivision has been approved and infrastructure works will 
start next month. Once the key infrastructure is completed (in 
6 to 8 months) then lot titles will be issued and we can start 
building homes

Neil Robertson 

Model Development Coordinator     GreenEdge Ethical Investment Ltd

Opportunity: SMALL INVESTMENT – BIG 
(climate) CHANGE

Dear Ecovillage Friends

Our colleagues from WA have lodged a prospectus to 
list Greenedge Ethical Investment Ltd (GEIL) on the 
Australian Stock Exchange. This company will invest 
in responsible, green Ecovillage and Eco-retirement 
property development – our project SCEV is listed in the 
prospectus as a possible future project.

Visit www.greenedgeethical.com.au 
Telephone the Greenedge office 1800 249 988  
Telephone Dan Mc Cullen 0488 128 997 
Email Dan: Daniel.m@greenedge.org
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“Climate Emergency – No More Business as Usual” 
was the title of a conference convened by the Australian 
Education Union on 10th and 11th of October, supported by 
over 30 other organisations including Friends of the Earth, The 
Greens, Australian Conservation Foundation, Quakers, Urban 
Ecology Australia and the Conservation Council of SA.
The intention was to initiate some action instead of merely 
talking about the impact of climate change.   While there 
was the usual listening to keynote presentations, most of the 
conference comprised interactive workshops on a wide range 
of issues from ‘Theories of Change’, ‘Youth and Environmental 
Activism’ to ‘Permaculture Solutions’ and ‘Ecosocialism’.
The whole conference was geared around exploring options 
other than business as usual and what actions we can take 
locally, nationally and globally.   The program and some of the 
presentations are on the conference website – www.cleansa.org.
au.    (CleanSA stands for Climate Emergency Action Network.)
Some highlights from the keynote speakers are as follows:

David Spratt (researcher and co-author of Climate 
Code Red)   
He warned of the danger of become bogged down in debating 
the finer points of climate change.  Things are changing 
faster than we are able to comprehend, and much faster than 
politicians are seemingly able to deal with.
“We cannot wait for the market to build a sustainable economy” 
he said, “we haven’t time for trial and error - we are playing this 
game only once”.
He noted the $2 trillion dollars that world governments seem 
to have made available to deal with the current economic crisis 
and asked “where is the same sense of emergency to deal with 
the even more serious issue of climate change?”

Mark Diesendorf (Deputy Director, Institute of 
Environmental Studies UNSW - author of 
Greenhouse Solutions with Sustainable Energy)
He proposed a new economy and infrastructure 
with alternative energy sources to replace the 
present reliance on fossil fuels, especially coal.   
Mark has developed scenarios that demonstrate 
that we can make such changes now, we have the 
technology, what we need is the political, cultural 
and social will to move forward.

It will be expensive to change, but nowhere near as 
expensive as a business as usual approach would 
cost in the long run.    This is an important part of 
the debate we need to have.

Robyn Francis (Permaculture International)
She spoke of her recent visit to Cuba, which while 
regarded as a poor country economically has 
become very self-reliant as a result of decades of 
blockades by the USA.   They are now some 80% 
self sufficient in food (much of it grown organically 
in city farms), have free health care for all, have free 
education for all (with a 97% literacy rate – higher 
than Australia), no abject poverty, no begging, no 
rubbish in the streets and decentralised power 
generation.    

According to the UN Cuba is the only developed country 
living within its economic footprint!

David Kerin (Union Solidarity Victoria)
He spoke of the new Union Cooperatives that have been 
established in Melbourne to develop markets for ‘green’ 
products.   These include solar hot water systems and other 
solar technologies.   He sees organised labour as the only 
way out of the present crisis in the absence of decisive action 
from governments and industry.

The new models for worker run green industries developed 
in conjunction with small businesses are seen as the way to 
keep jobs in Australia and move towards a more sustainable 
economy.

Paul Downton (Urban Ecology Australia)
Paul again highlighted the fact that the city as the centre 
of the problem has to be the centre of the solution.   We 
need to get cities to work well and the eco-city model is the 
obvious solution. 

The new mega eco-cities being planned in China and the 
United Arab Emirates may be interesting to observe but how 
we retrofit existing cities to reduce their dependence on 
fossil fuels still has to be the main strategy.  

He reiterated that we can un-sprawl, build density in centres, 
recreate natural landscapes and bring the farms close to the 
city, but it requires courage from governments to legislate 
for this to occur, not making it optional for developers.

“We need to do this as if our lives depend on it – because 
they do”.

The Environmental Activists’ Conference 08  
‘Climate Emergency – No More Business As Usual

Report on the Conference from Andrew Tidswell

Cont next page

The Conference agreed to establish an ongoing activist 
network with the following motion, which was passed 
unanimously:

“In the light of the climate emergency that is becoming 
more apparent week by week, a state-wide community-
based climate action network is an immediate necessity.

This conference resolves to establish the Climate 
Emergency Action Network (CLEAN) which will assist in 
coordinating and supporting local groups to publicise, 
inform, lobby, and organise on matters of climate 
change.

Organisations and individuals are welcome to join and 
actively participate.”
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In summary
Conference delegates were urged to take action; including putting pressure on politicians to act in our long term interest, 
in the same way that the big greenhouse gas emitters have successfully put pressure on successive governments.

The climate scientists have done their job in alerting us to the crisis, we cannot rely on them to change the governments’ 
policies, that is our job.   Generally we are considered too polite with our politicians – we need to harass them more.    We 
should never underestimate the power of empowered individuals.

David Spratt urged us to move beyond the doom and gloom scenarios by adopting new positive paradigms such as ‘Safe 
Climate Future’ and ‘live better by consuming less’.

We only get one shot at getting this right – and it is now.

The first meeting was held on the 23rd October and future meetings will be held on the second Wednesday of each 
month at the South West Community Centre, 171 Sturt Street.  

Check the website for future information – 
www.cleansa.org.au.

[Urban Ecology Australia was represented by Dr Paul Downton and Margaret Rohde. Paul was a Plenary speaker and Margaret 
was one of the presenters in a workshop on sustainable solutions at the community level and used the example of what has been 
achieved at Christie Walk.] 

The Environmental Activists’ Conference 08 (cont)

Architect Dr Paul Downton has written this book 

Here are some of his comments:

“The book is being released in Australia as a 

paperback co-published by Springer and the 

CSIRO. The flyer says 31 Oct but actual arrival in 

Oz is likely to be in the new year.

“It’s the flagship volume in a new series from 

Springer on ‘Future City’.  It’s not a cheap book, 

but I’m working on the more mainstream/

popular version...”
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News in brief from the net
Thanks to Sharon Ede & Margaret Rohde for their monitoring of web articles. Editing by Joan Carlin

Airing Our (clean) Washing in Public
As a city resident living in a group of 27 townhouses and 
apartments I am struck by the need to discuss this 
delicate subject. 
Where do city 
apartment dwellers 
dry their washing? Do 
they have a balcony 
hidden out of sight or 
maybe a rooftop drying 
area? 

Talking to other city 
residents it appears 
that most have little 
choice but to use an 
electric clothes dryer 
even in the middle of 
summer. This is partly because developers 
do not consider the need for outdoor or undercover drying 
areas, and because Strata Corporations usually have rules 
preventing residents from using their balconies for drying 
washing.  Is there something obscene about people’s 
washing?

Snippets
The amount of energy wasted must be astronomical and it 
is getting worse with each new apartment block. 

To all apartment dwellers I suggest taking a stand 
for the environment. Write to your landlords and 
strata managers demanding they remove this 
clause of climate vandalism and then let’s have a 
rebellion with washing on every balcony! 

M.Rohde 
Adelaide

The Financial Crisis Shows Us the Way by Roy Morrison 
What are we doing?

Haven’t we noticed our climate is changing as polar bears 
swim for  their lives searching for the ice?  In the fall of 2008, 
as the global financial architecture crumbled, governments 
around the world swiftly committed themselves to  spending 
trillions of dollars to rescue the global market in money, to 
save financial institutions from the consequences of their bad 
choices, and prevent a global depression.…
It may be a matter of months, or perhaps several painful years, 
to successfully respond to a global financial crisis and its 
economic  fallout. Unfortunately, we cannot continue to wait 
until the moment of dramatic crisis to make the necessary 
choices to transform the nature of industrial business as usual 
in order to save us from  ecological catastrophe. It may take 
centuries, or perhaps thousands  of years for us to provisionally 
recover from the consequences of a looming global climate 
change and ecological crisis.
sustainability@snhu.edu  

Deutsche Bank economist leading a European study on 
ecosystems, reported that we are losing natural capital worth 
between $2 trillion and $5 trillion every year, as a result of 
deforestation alone. The losses incurred so far by the financial 
sector amount to between $1 trillion and $1.5 trillion. Sukhdev 
arrived at his figure by estimating the value of the services 
- such as locking up carbon and providing freshwater - that 
forests perform, and calculating the cost of either replacing 
them or living without them. The credit crunch is petty when 
compared to the nature crunch.
www.monbiot.com/archives/2008/10/14/this-is-what-denial-does/

… [Herman] Daly suggests that nations which are already 
rich should replace growth (”more of the same stuff”) with 
development (”the same amount of better stuff”). A steady 
state economy has a constant stock of capital maintained by a 
rate of throughput no higher than the ecosystem can absorb. 
The use of resources is capped and the right to exploit them 
is auctioned. Poverty is addressed through the redistribution 
of wealth. The banks can lend only as much money as they 
possess. 
Alternatively, we can persist in the magical thinking whose 
results have just come crashing home. The financial crisis 
shows what happens when we try to make the facts fit our 
desires. Now we must learn to live in the real world.’
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/publications/downloads/
Herman_Daly_thinkpiece.pdf>

The credit crunch is distracting from a shift to green policies 
that have big but often overlooked economic benefits, said the 
head of the UN Environment Program. 
Achim Steiner called on governments to do more to set 
higher value on the natural world, ranging from wetlands that 
purify water to forest parks that store billions of tonnes of 
greenhouse gases in their vegetation. 
“The credit crisis is a very real but regrettable distraction” 
from efforts to protect the planet from threats such as climate 
change, he told Reuters during an Oct. 5-14 International 
Union for Conservation of Nature congress. 
He said governments should push ahead with a shift to a 
greener economy, including in the energy sector to break 
dependence on fossil fuels that UN Climate Panel says are 
culprits for most global warming. …
<http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/50514/

Financial vs environmental crises?
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More news in brief from the net

 Mexico City, one of the world’s most polluted capitals, is 
planting rooftop gardens on public buildings as part of a 
program launched recently to combat global warming. 

The smog-choked metropolis plans to replace gas tanks, 
clothes lines and heat-reflecting asphalt on 100,000 square 
feet (9,300 square metres) of publicly owned roof space 
each year with grass and bushes that will absorb carbon 
dioxide. 

The city also plans to offer tax breaks for businesses or 
individuals who put gardens on top of their offices and 
apartment buildings.

<http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/48658/story.
htm>

A class project: pretend you’re a community of 50,000 
people and you have no other food source other than a 
vertical farm - how big a building would you need and what 
would you grow? The conclusion: growing food in a 30-story 
building - one square New York City block - could supply a 
balanced diet for 50,000 people. One building could supply 
the same amount of food as 588 acres of land. 110 buildings 
could feed New York City. 

A big idea? Absolutely, but we need to think big to feed an 
increasingly urban, hungry world.  The human population 
is expected to mushroom by three billion by 2050 with 
almost all of them living in cities, and with 80% of available 
farmland already in use, Dickson sees vertical farms doing 
for agriculture what the skyscraper did for office space.

www.sustainablebusiness.com/index.cfm/go/progressiveinvestor.
main

 

New York City began a new program called Summer Streets, 
closing seven miles of streets so that bicyclists, walkers and 
joggers could enjoy a traffic-and noise-free section of the city. 
The program continued two Saturdays, August 16th and 23rd, 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., as vehicle traffic was replaced along 
seven miles of City streets by New Yorkers and visitors taking 
leisurely strolls, going for a bike ride or taking part in organized 
activities such as aikido, salsa dancing, tai-chi, running, 
rollerblading and hopscotch.
<http://www.sustainablebusiness.com/index.cfm/go/news.display/
id/16567>

Bicycle Taxi Receipts Show Passengers Their CO2 Reduction 
Effect
On April 21, 2008, the Ecological-Cities Promoting Association 
-- a non- profit organization promoting the use of a type of 
bicycle taxi in Japan called the Velotaxi -- started to print the 
amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions reduced on receipts 
for passengers in Tokyo and Kyoto.
The calculation is based on a comparison of the Velotaxi with 
an ordinary automobile’s emissions. With the commitment 
period of the Kyoto Protocol beginning, this is a new campaign 
to promote and encourage the achievement of Kyoto’s goal.
www.japanfs.org/db/2168-e

More on cities

STOCKHOLM - The United States and some other developed 
states throw away nearly a third of their food each year, 
according to a report that said the world was producing 
more than enough to feed its population.

The report, produced by the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the International 
Water Management Institute (IWMI) and the Stockholm 
International Water Institute, called for a 50 percent 
reduction in the amount of food wasted after production by 
2025.

Since huge amounts of water are required to produce crops 
and other foodstuffs, cutting waste would boost water 
supplies for agriculture and household use.

<http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/49917/
story.htm> 

According to new research by the World Bank and the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, the global fishing 
industry is losing up to US$50 billion each year in un-
tapped economic opportunities. The research further 
estimates that over the past 30 years, the sector has 
incurred US$2 trillion in avoidable losses as a result of poor 
management, inefficiencies and overfishing.

<http://www.global-risks.com/ethical_insight/articles/1910/> 

Food & waste

More on cities

The Federal Government will establish and resource a 
Major Cities Unit within the Department of Infrastructure. 

 “At present our cities have to deal with a myriad of 
government departments, all of which can have a direct 
affect on their economic, social and environmental 
performance. A more coordinated and integrated approach 
is needed. The Major Cities Unit will provide just that,” 
Infrastructure Minister Anthony Albanese said. 

 The unit will develop urban plans for not only capital cities 
but also regional centres such as Townsville in Queensland, 
Newcastle in NSW and Geelong in Victoria.

<http://www.environmentalmanagementnews.net/StoryView.

Some more websites you might like to check 

www.ted.com/index.php/talks/james_howard_kunstler_dissects_
suburbia.html

http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/story?id=52698

http://www.odt.co.nz/news/national/18067/kiwi-designs-eco-
friendly-coffin

www.rsacarbonlimited.org/uploads/documents/Personal_Carbon_
Trading_Andy_Kerr_55.pdf 

And words from Richard Heinberg
‘Climate change is a problem of fossil fuel dependency, and 
solving it requires reducing that dependency quickly and 
dramatically’. 
http://www.theecologist.org/pages/archive_detail.asp?content_
id=1956> 


