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UEA held a special meeting on Sunday April 6 for the purpose of discussing a car-sharing proposal.
Norm Rohde has been the moving force behind the proposal and there is a report from him elsewhere
in this newsletter.

INSIDE | was asked to chair the meeting and | have now taken on the role of Convener of UEA as Cherie Hoyle
has had to withdraw for family reasons. Jacqueline Mulberry has also resigned from the board, for

UEA Update ......ooovvreee. 1/2 personal reasons.
Christie Walk update-.......2 We wish to record our great gratitude to Chérie, for her hard work and enthusiasm.

Ecocities Update.......... 3 Also at the special meeting, Norm Rohde was co-opted to the board, which is now composed of
the following personnel: Wayne Anthoney (Convener), Eric Constantin (Secretary), Anne Hamilton

News in brief............ 4/5 (Treasurer), Michael Robertson (Website manager), Norm Rohde, Sophia van Ruth.

Margaret Rohde does several hours work in the office per week and is in charge of organising the site
tours. Sophia is studying in the UK at the moment and could be there for some time to come, but she
Ads & INfO .eeveeeereeerrerenmennanns 7 joins the monthly UEA board meetings via Skype and the internet and it has been working very well.

In addition to maintaining the website, Michael has been scheduling and running the monthly forums,

of which the next will be on June 17. Michael is also working with Andrew Tidswell (past Convener
and long-time member of UEA) on a submission to the SA State Government on transit oriented
development. This submission will make suggestions for the development of urban hubs that could
vastly reduce transportation costs and the associated emissions.

We plan to make contact with the Aldinga Arts Eco Village, with the idea of taking a delegation of UEA
members to one of their regular open days. If this were to be combined with a visit to the Willunga
Saturday Market beforehand and a winery tour afterward, it could be a day to remember!
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m m UEA is working on several continuing projects as follows:

v + Car sharing scheme
: Q + Story wall development (see article on p 2)

« Regular forums
: Christie Walk tour publicity
Membership - [memberships are due - please consider life membership]

UEA holds regular meetings on the second Tuesday of each month. Submissions from interested
individuals on any aspects of sustainable living or ideas for future directions are always welcome.

Car Share -- areal ALTERNATIVE to OWNING a car!

Perhaps you just use a car on an occasional basis - why own one with all the associated costs
when you could join a new service to start up in Adelaide City South area. Or perhaps you have
two cars and could sell one.

Drive a new car such as Toyota Yaris - low membership costs, kilometre and hourly rates and no
maintenance! More details at www.GoGet.com.au.

A Car Sharing Service is being set up as a joint initiative of Urban Ecology Australia (UEA) and
GoGet Car Share - a Sydney-based company with around 150 cars in the CBD and fringe areas of
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. To indicate your interest phone Norm Rohde on 0407 613 009,
or email urbanec@urbanecology.org.au.

As the scheme grows there will be many ‘pods’ (dedicated on-street car parking spaces) around the area.

If you become a foundation member by investing $1000, you will receive $1100 in driving credits. (ie km driven, time hired). This
offer is available to members of Urban Ecology Australia.

The Car Sharing Service is also ideal for small businesses and ngos. Ask for details.

If you live outside the city you can still take advantage of Car Share - eg catch public transport to the city and then take a car to other
destinations.

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team or Urban Ecology Australia Inc.




UEA U pdate (cont)

Story Wall
UEA has sought funding from the Adelaide City Council Arts
and Living Culture Grants Program to build a story wall outside
the UEA office to become part of the education program of
UEA.
UEA and local residents of Christie Walk and the SW precinct will
work together with a selected artist to create the work of art.
Some ideas:
« Tell the story of the site - pre 1836 up to the present -
photos could be incorporated into the design
+ Needs to tie in with the philosophy of UEA and their care
for the environment
« There are stories to tell - strong words - human struggles
- symbols of quality - allegorical
The working group will follow up with community artists - find

out who is available, prepared to work with us, able to do it
within budget.

Sell the idea in the local community and encourage residents
to join us.

Site tours
Site tours run by UEA are still very popular. Helen Lawry now
assists Margaret Rohde in taking the site tours. Below are
comments from some year 5 students from Walford School:

- Ireally liked the roof top garden because it was so pretty
and such a good idea

« llearnt how important greenhouse gas is

- |liked having a hold of the [AAC] brick because it was so
light

« I really liked the vegie patch

« Iloved the curry tree and it actually smelt like curry

« ...and my family are now saving more water and electricity

+ Ilearnt a lot about saving energy and how we don't need
so much and [so many] things around the house.

+ You (Helen)made everything sound interesting when
showing us around and taught us a lot about saving
energy and clever house designs.

To book a tour for yourself or for students phone UEA on
8212 6760 or Margaret on 0417 874 517.

UEA Forums
Uea forums were a regular part of the UEA calendar last year, and will resume in June this year and be held

on the third Tuesday of each month.

Tuesday June 17 6.00 pm - 7.30 pm
Christie Walk Community Room, rear 103 Sturt St, Adelaide.
Peak oil - How should South Australia respond?

Michael Robertson (UEA) will lead a discussion on how to keep South Australia functional despite the
price of oil expected to trend upwards for the next few years (due to increasing demand from developing
countries but no new sources of cheap oil to meet that demand)

Christie Walk Update
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The paving is finished and was put to the test when good
rain fell and the water drained into the sump that takes the

stormwater to the underground tanks.
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The day following the finish of the paving saw a
wonderful party in the courtyard - tables taken
out from the community room and lots of shared
food and wine!
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Research and planning is going on for the setting
up of a bikeshed. It is hoped that there will be
enough stands for 20 bikes - with priority going to
bike riders in the Sturt Street apartment building
as they do not have an allocated car park.

A group of residents is working with Urban
Ecology Australia to draw up plans and seek
funding for a Story Wall to be set up in the
undercroft - see article above.

Planting has been done on the three levels of the

atrium in the Sturt Street apartment building and

the ground level will be designed and planted

once the bikeshed is ready to take the bikes that
| arenow being stored in that area.

| Acarport has been constructed in the southern
T car park. This was funded by those who are
entitled to a car park in that area, but painting
was done with the help of many other residents.
Except for the roofing, recycled materials were
used in the construction.

e
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Ecocities update

Aldinga Arts EcoVillage

The following information has been taken from the o Underground services in Polyethylene (non PVC) pipes
Aldinga Arts EcoVillage Website and conduits.
o Internal roads are intentionally narrow in construction;
This community development, built on 33 hectares of promoting slow flow of traffic, and allowing right of way
previously farmed land within the rural township area of for pedestrians and cyclists.

Aldinga, is 40 minutes south of Adelaide. Sustainable design
principles have been used throughout the development.

More than 150 dwellings. are planned for 17 hectares of the
total site. Through Community Title, purchasers own their
plots outright, together with a share in the common land, A Central Facility for visual and performing arts and
farm and cultural facilities. Residents are obliged to respect culture.

by-laws requiring environmental and social responsibility. Centralised postal, refuse, and recycling collection.
Houses must be energy efficient, include solar hot water
provision and be served by a 10,000 litre rainwater tank.
Purchasers are encouraged to communicate and consult with
neighbours prior to building.

o Edible and indigenous planting in common areas and
private gardens.

o Neighbourhood orchards with fruit and nut trees.

o

Reticulated natural gas.
Reduced energy and water charges year after year.

o O O O

A safe healthy environment for children to live, grow
and learn.

16 hectares will accommodate the 'village farm; which will The final stage we have called Culture Walk incorporating the
eventually be certified organic. The farm includes a treatment exceptional “Terraces @ Culture Walk” development.

plant which recycles waste water for irrigation, lagoons, tree
buffers, wood lots, community plots for individuals, and
lease arrangements for organic food crops, all developed

on Permaculture principles. Further open space allows for
village commons, and community gardens and orchards.
The farm will also host a Permaculture education centre and
native nursery, providing opportunities for volunteers, and
horticulture therapies.

All of the road reserves are planted with food bearing
trees. The heart of the village design is the Community
Facility, which will offer recreational, educational, arts and
community activities, ‘plaza’ areas for markets, festivals,
displays, performances and celebrations, a restaurant
and an interpretive centre. Public access to the village is
via walking paths. Visitors will be able to participate in
community arts, food and social events with an emphasis
on the environment, community, the arts, and design
innovation. The village has the following design features:

o Renewable energy - solar hot water, PV and wind
power

o Water supply from household rainwater tanks; mains Children at the Aldinga Arts EcoVillage having fun! They are
used only occasionally pictured with their Echidna lantern.

o Storm Water retention in ponds, fed by swales from
roads and buildings.

o Sewage treated, and reclaimed water used for irrigation
on site.
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News in brief

Thanks to Sharon Ede for referring us to many website articles that
may be of particular interest to ‘urban ecologists’

Health & wellbeing

City blocks boasting plenty of trees aren’t only more pleasing to
the eye; they may be healthier for children’s lungs, according to
research conducted in New York City.

Four- and five-year-olds living along the city’s greenest streets
were less likely to have asthma than young children living in
sparsely planted neighbourhoods.
www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory/

Throughout the 1970’s even minor housing developments have
featured wide roads and separate kerbed footways. This created
the perfect environment for the car. And like any pest given
such perfect conditions the car thrived and multiplied, and
claimed the space as its own.

Children that once played in the streets and moved aside
when a car appeared were now told to play on the pavements.
Consequently car speeds increased. Children now stepping
onto the street were considered to be even less safe and as a
result were asked to play inside. Due to this spiral of retreat the
streets became roads, solely for cars. Victory for the car! As a
result, houses have now become self-contained play areas and
with children’s bedrooms becoming entertainment centres, and
with home cinema and gardens furnished as mini-parks with
playground equipment, there is no longer a need to venture
outside at all or interact with our neighbours. Community life
has suffered as a result.

Some countries such as Holland, Columbia, Denmark invest in
good design of their public spaces for people rather than for
cars. The benefits are manifold: Health and fitness.

[a good website!] www.theecologist.org/peopleplanning.asp

FOOD Waste

You might like to test-drive this UK-produced food waste

diary for one week, so please give it a go and let me [Sharon
Ede ecofoot@picknowl.com.au] know how you find it...i'm not
interested in how much food waste you generate (although you
might be!), more so:

+ isiteasytouse?
- does it ask for too much information?

« does it capture all the information concerning food
wasted in your household?

« do you remember to use it? etc.

www.wrap.org.uk/downloads/Love Food Hate Waste DIARY for
web.3delbabf.doc

ITO EN, Ltd., a major manufacturer of green tea and tea
beverages, and the Pack Corp., a package manufacturer, issued
a joint statement that they have developed a new type of
paper bag that employs used tea leaves left over from ITO EN’s
tea beverage production process. The companies decided to
consider used tea leaves not as residue, but as an untapped
material that absorbs and fixes carbon dioxide.

www.japanfs.org/db/2034-e file.//www.japanfs.org/db/2034-e

Carbon neutral funerals

South Australia’s largest cemetery will offer carbon-neutral
cremations and burials as part of plans to offset the carbon
emissions of its entire operations.

Centennial Park in Adelaide said its carbon offset scheme was

believed to be a first for an Australian cemetery and followed a
study into the environmental impacts of cremations and burials.
The study found it was better for people to be cremated,
compared with the long-term impact of burials, even though
four times as much carbon dioxide was produced during the
initial cremation process.

“On the day that a cremation or burial takes place, the volume
of carbon dioxide produced is higher for cremation than for
burial,” Centennial Park chief executive Bryan Elliott said.

The report found that each cremation at Centennial Park
generates approximately 160kg of carbon dioxide equivalent.
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/

Can we try freezing?

It brings a new meaning to the phrase “dust to dust”.

Funerals in Britain could soon end with the body of a loved-one
being frozen to -196C in liquid nitrogen and then shaken until it
disintegrates into powder.

The process - known as “promession” - could be the answer to
the dwindling amount of space in Britain’s cemeteries as well

as being more environmentally friendly than cremation, say
campaigners.

It has already been given the go-ahead in Sweden, and now
councils are lobbying the UK Government to change the law

to allow it to happen - currently bodies can only be buried or
cremated.

www.thisislondon.co.uk

Hunger - food vs biofuels
There are plenty of stories about the food vs fuel topic. See
for example:

www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/

www.environmentalmanagementnews.net/

Planning towns for the future

Minister for Environment Gavin Jennings announced
funding of $2 million to create seven Eco Living Centres
across Victoria. Jennings said each Eco Living Centre
would help Victorian communities take action to live more
sustainably and be a local hub for sustainability activities.
Centres will demonstrate sustainable ways to save water
and energy in the home, as well as reducing waste and
improving biodiversity. Everything from composting
systems and indigenous gardens to solar systems and
efficient appliances will be on display at centres across the
state.

www.environmentalmanagementnews.net/

Fifteen potential sites for new “eco-towns” across England have
been published in a drive to tackle a national housing shortage
while minimising damage to the environment.

Each site would provide between 5,000 and 15,000 low carbon
emission homes in the first new towns since the 1960s.

But the proposals are likely to run into stiff opposition from
local residents in many areas.
www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/
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News in brief

Planning towns for the future

While world leaders continue to debate environmental issues
on a global scale, Woking Borough Council is tackling issues
such as global warming and depletion of natural resources
locally. From an environmental perspective Woking Borough
Council is widely recognised as being the most energy efficient
local authority in the country.

Woking is believed to be the first UK authority to have adopted
a comprehensive climate change strategy on a scale that

is likely to meet The Royal Commission on Environmental
pollution targets of 60% reductions of CO2 equivalent
emissions by 2050 and 80% by 2100.
www.woking.gov.uk/environment/climate/greenonitiatives

Sydney

Establishing a series of central plants which produce low
emission energy and recycled water and a new light rail loop
in central Sydney are among the proposals put forward in

the City of Sydney’s Sustainable Sydney 2030 draft plan. The
document will be exhibited for public comment from April 17.

www.environmentalmanagementnews.net/

Melbourne

Melbourne has, in an Australian context, a very high potential
for geosequestration of carbon dioxide. We have a history of
and passion for innovation and, combined with Australia’s
favourable climate, this can enable us to capitalise on several
renewable energy technologies - wind, solar and geothermal.
Adapting to climate change and implementing mitigation
programs to reduce further climate change present us with
many challenges. However, there is huge potential for us to
capitalise on real opportunities.

Age 15/05/2008 Page: 12 Business News

And from the US

BISBEE, Ariz, - With energy prices going through the roof, an
alternative lifestyle powered by solar panels and wind turbines
has suddenly become more appealing to some. For architect
Todd Bogatay, it has been reality for years.

When he bought this breezy patch of scrub-covered
mountaintop with views to Mexico more than two decades
ago, he was one of only a few Americans with an interest in
wind- and solar-powered homes.

Now, Bogatay is surrounded by 15 neighbors who, like him,
live off the electricity grid, with power from solar panels and
wind turbines that he either built or helped to install.
www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/

Consumption!

What kinds of economic goods actually contribute to the
satisfaction of human needs and promote human well-
being, and which simply serve as pseudo-satisfiers or
destroyers of the underlying needs?...these questions are
amongst the most crucial questions of our time. In a world
in which economic consumption is threatening to erode
the integrity of the global ecosystems, it is particularly vital
to be able to identify which bits of consumption contribute
to human needs satisfaction, and which simply operate as
pseudo-satisfiers and destroyers. And yet, the truth is that

we have barely even scratched the surface in asking such
questions, let alone formulated coherent answers for them.

www.sustainabletechnologies.ac.uk/PDF/Working%20papers/201b.
pdf

Transport issues

Pick Up Pal - Rideshare

[Perhaps people should use this together with CarShare
—-see p1]

www.pickuppal.com/pup/intro.html

www.carfree.com/cft/i050.html

Petrol prices

‘I feel a sense of frustration - the petrol debate is short sighted
and reckless’ says John Connor CEO Climate Institute on ABC
Radio National Breakfast program on Thursday May 29.

John continues his comments to remind us that oil is running
out - ‘The age of oil is coming to an end’ We must see more
investment in public transport, more efficient cars,alternative
fuels, car sharing,a switch to green energy alternatives ...

He argues that education needs to be directed to planning for
a future without oil. ‘We should position Australia at the cutting
edge!:

Campus project to live sustainably

This US project grew out of a class project on environmental
design that simply snowballed. Somewhere along the way,
members of Dr. David Orr’s Spring 2007 class talked Oberlin
College’s administrators into handing over the keys to a
house on campus. The class made the house energy efficient,
convinced the school to spend $40,000 to renovate the house
and generally turned the house into a green habitat.

Students moved in last September and have been hammering
out the details of living sustainably. They've minimized their
energy usage wherever they can with tactics like dressing
warmly in order to keep the thermostat low and studying in
groups in order to turn on fewer lights.

Reading through the lifestyle changes these students have
made, you can rapidly see that most of them are fairly minor
adjustments. For instance, a few unplugged appliances only
translate into remember to plug and unplug items, just as
most people would remember to flip a switch on and off. And
Brown and his roommates have found a fairly effective manner
of implementing some of the harder-to-remember rules:
competitiveness. Want to convince college kids to take shorter
showers? Make them compare their times to everyone else
around them. They'll set themselves the goal of washing off in
less time than it took the last guy — after all, Brown is down to
a three-minute shower these days.

College campuses, such as Oberlin, can be an ideal place

to implement new ideas (like sustainable housing or
environmental management programs), if only because of the
speed with which a new idea becomes tradition at a school
(university college)
http://featured.matternetwork.com/2008/5/making-higher-
education-sustainable.cfm

Standby Saturday campaigns to stop energy

wastage
www.standbysaturday.com.au/index.htm>
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Reducing Australia’s Greenhouse Emissions through Urban
Passenger Transport Reform

Submission to the Garnaut Climate Change Review on the topic of Transport, planning and the built environment. 2008.4
Michael Robertson for Urban Ecology Australia.
Check out various submissions (including UEA’) to the Garnaut Climate Change Review on the topic of Transport, Planning and the

Built Environment

Link:

www.garnautreview.org.au/CA25734E0016A131/pages/reports,-papers-and-specialist-submissions-5:-transport,-planning--the-built-environment

1. The need to reduce greenhouse emissions
Scientists are suggesting we, the world community, will need

to reduce our total emissions by 50 percent or more by 2050,

eg from the current 45 Gt CO2e per year to around 20 Gt per
year, to avoid dangerous global temperature increases. Given an
estimated world population of around 9 billion by 2050, average
per capita emissions by then will have to come down to around
2 or 2.5t CO2e, depending on how the global climate system
seems likely to respond to increasing atmospheric greenhouse
levels or increasing temperatures.

2. What should Australia do?

If Australia is to aspire to a per capita emissions level of around

2 or 2.5 t CO2e per person per year by 2050, to pull its national
weight and set a good example, and not require other (eg poorer
countries) to do the work for us, then it has a long way to go,
because Australia’s current per capita emissions rate is around 26
t CO2e per person per year.

If we (Australians) pass the first few years of the remaining

42 years until 2050 doing just about nothing to reduce our
emissions (witness the last few years), then we will make the task
harder for our successors - if they end up having to cut emissions
by the same amount but in a shorter time. Moreover, if we wish
to persuade other countries to curb or reduce their emissions,
then we won't have much moral clout if we are (1) among the
highest per-capita emitters in the world, and (2) seem to be
making no tangible efforts to reduce our emissions.

We should start seriously reducing our emissions now.

3. No regrets emission reduction

Those of us who like to get desired results while minimising
costs, will prefer “no-regrets” emissions reduction measures.
That is, measures that bring about net cost savings, and other
benefits, in addition to the benefits of emission reduction. Many
emission reduction measures such as clean energy will reduce
emissions only at increased cost and with little obvious extra
benefit. (One of the cheapest ways of reducing emissions is by
installing solar hot water heaters in all new homes, and indeed
in all homes. However there is no obvious aesthetic benefit from
installing such devices on roofs.)

The following proposal, to reduce greenhouse emissions due
to passenger transport in Australian cities does seem to be a
no-regrets measure, although one part of the package - general
road use charging - would be politically contentious.

4, Reducing urban passenger-transport

emissions

Restructuring urban passenger transport from a system
dominated by car use to one based on walking, cycling and
public transport use, plus some car use, could reduce Australia’s
greenhouse emissions significantly.

Urban car use in Australian cities is around 6,000 car-km per
resident per year, resulting in greenhouse emissions of around
1.7 £ CO2e per resident per year. (Assume 0.4 cars per resident;
15,000 car-km per year per car; 0.1 L fuel per car-km; and 2.8 kg
CO2e per L fuel, including fuel production/distribution.)

Reducing car use by 2,000 car-km, through a combination of
shorter journeys (due to better urban planning), plus mode-
shifting from car use to walking and cycling, would save around
0.6 t CO2e per resident per year.

Reducing car use another 2,000 car-km per resident per year
through mode-shifting to bus use (or tram or train equivalent)
would save another 0.4 t CO2e per resident per year. (Assume 1
extra bus-km per 12 car-km replaced; 0.4 L fuel per bus-km; 2.8
kg CO2e per L fuel.)

This, plus doubling the carbon efficiency of remaining passenger
vehicles, would bring emissions down to around 0.4 t CO2e per
resident per year - a total saving of around 1.3 t CO2e per resident
per year. (Note: these figures don't calculate for “embodied”
greenhouse emissions due construction/maintenance of cars,
buses (etc.), bicycles, plus roads and other infrastructure.)

If we wished to reduce the per capita greenhouse emissions

of urban residents by 13 t CO2e per year (by eg 2020), then
restructuring urban passenger transport on the above figures
would give us around 10% of the reduction needed - a significant
proportion.

5. Direct cost savings

A mode shift from cars to buses (etc) would not result in large
direct savings to the community, unless the price of transport
fuel goes up significantly. (The savings due to reduced fuel use,
less road wear, fewer collisions, etc would be swallowed up by
cost of extra bus (etc) services. However, the combination of
shorter journeys plus mode shift to walking and cycling would
result in significant direct savings. And, if better alternatives

to car-use resulted in (eg) 20% of households deciding to go
without a first or second car, then direct savings would be
significantly greater still.

6. Savings in kind

A shift from car use to shorter journeys and more walking,
cycling, and public transport use would probably result in a loss
of convenience, due to greater time taken, and greater difficulty
in hauling heavy loads. (But easy access to a city-wide car-share
network would allow people to use a car when the convenience
benefit was high - and to walk, cycle and use public transport the
rest of the time - eg for most journeys. Also, much of the present
inconvenience of using public transport is due to infrequency
of services, poor service interconnections, confusing bus routes,
and unpredictable bus-stop locations.)

On the other hand, a 70+9% reduction in car use, especially in
peak hours would significantly reduce noise and air pollution,
and would allow much of the urban land now dedicated to wide
main roads and extensive off-road car-parks to be allocated to
other uses such as buildings, greenspace and pedestrian and
cycle paths. This would add considerably to urban amenity.

7. Changing urban design

Creating more pleasant precincts around bus stops, eg with more
vegetation and less car traffic will encourage public transport
use, as well as walking and cycling along main road precincts.

To encourage public transport use further, popular destinations
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such as shops, workplaces, and community facilities, and higher
density residential developments should be clustered within
easy walking distance of bus stops (tram stops, train stations).

Also, much of the variety of goods, services, social venues and
other facilities currently found only in major urban centres
should be moved down the hierarchy to smaller urban centres.
Too often in Australian cities, a cluster of supermarkets, bakeries
and greengrocers will be located in a major centre with no fresh
food available for kilometres around.

8. Limiting traffic volumes on main roads
Apartment buildings located near main roads, especially main
road intersections (an obvious place for a bus stop if two or
bus routes cross each other there), won't be ideal unless traffic
volumes stay within limits, eg a maximum of 10 vehicles per
minute each way. This would allow main roads to be one lane
each way without creating peak hour congestion, which would
cause buses to be held up in traffic, and so make bus travel less
attractive.

9. Preventing congestion through road use
charging

Keeping all or most main roads in Australian cities won't

itself prevent congestion. Congestion can be effective in
discouraging further traffic increases, but it must already exist
to do so. Widening roads is expensive, disruptive, and only
encourages car use. A better way to prevent congestion is
through road use charging on all main roads otherwise subject
to congestion. Prices for use of certain stretches of main road
at certain hours of the day would prevent congestion by being
high enough to discourage enough motorists from driving
that way at that time to prevent congestion. (An occasional
congestion event would be allowed in order to maintain
predetermined and therefore predictable prices.) Road charges
would be deducted from motorist’s accounts as currently for
use on certain toll roads, eg in Melbourne and Sydney.

The introduction of road charging, in conjunction with

better public transport and better urban design, would free
people from car dependence for most journeys, and produce
cost savings due to less car use, less car ownership, and less
congestion, and provide space for urban amenity improvement,
in addition to significant greenhouse emissions reductions.
However, it would be politically contentious. It would

directly challenge what many Australians seem to take as a
fundamental right - the right to add to urban traffic congestion
without charge (apart from lost time and wasted fuel).

It would be one more example of the political (as against
technical) difficulties that Australia and other nations face when
it comes to restructuring their economies and the lifestyle
aspirations of their citizens. Overcoming such difficulties will be
a test of our commitment to the future.

References
Figures on car use in Australian cities:

Urban Transport - Looking Ahead. Information Sheet 14. BTE. 1999
www.bitre.gov.au/publications/30/Files/is 14.pdf

Figures on greenhouse emissions from transport fuel:

Life-Cycle Emissions Analysis of Fuels for Light Vehicles. T. Beer;

T. Grant. H. Watson; D. Olaru. Department for the Environment.
Australia. 2004
www.environment.gov.au/settlements/transport/publications/pubs/
lightvehicles.pdf

Ads & info!

To Market, To Market.... ™

Vg

On Sunday mornings, just before 9am, a crowd
begins to gather in Leader Street, Goodwood. At
9am the gates open and the Adelaide Farmers’
Market begins for the week.

This market began only 18 months ago, but it is
proving to be a huge success. All produce sold
at the market is grown in SA. It is cheap and very
fresh. Produce ranges from flowers to bread,
eggs, fruit, vegetables, cheese, wine, honey,
olives, nuts, meat, icecream, cakes and much
more.

You can also buy hot coffee and breakfast. If you
become a member of the market, there is a 10%

discount on all purchases. Entry to the market is

free and it is open from 9am until 1pm.

Ifyou live in Adelaide, this is definitely the place
to go shopping in a sustainable way on a Sunday.
For more information, visit the website on www.

asfm.org.au.
s, -

Saturday 26 July 7pm
Gilles St Primary School
91 Gilles St Adelaide

Cost: $5 & coins for fun ‘n games!
Presented by

The Adelaide Peak Oil Transition Community Group
Bookings and information: 8212 3533

Guerillas are Gardening in the City!

There's a movement gaining ground - quite literally — in

the city of Adelaide. It’s called Guerilla Gardening. What is
it? Basically, a grass-roots campaign to improve our urban
environment, by growing food and flowers in public spaces.
It is gardening by dedicated individuals, in a way that is
creative, quirky, amazing and, yes, sometimes chaotic.

The Lord Mayor and the Adelaide City Council are working to
double the resident population of Adelaide by approving the
building of more and more and more accommodation. Most,
if not all, of this new development is in the form of gardenless
high-rise units.

In the face of all this, residents are moving beyond their own
boundaries to create and maintain useful as well as beautiful
public gardens.

If you think about it, you'll realise that every act of guerrilla
gardening is a local tactic that also addresses the twin global
challenges of Climate Change and Peak Oil. Why wait for
some corporate landowner or council department to fix

up an ugly patch of land where everything has died except
the weeds, when with a bit of time and effort you can do it
yourself.

Guerilla gardening is not a new concept, or an isolated
phenomenon. Google it, and you'll find about 295,000 sites!
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