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Urban Ecology Australia Inc Sustainable House Day

105 Sturt St Adelaide Two houses at Christie Walk were open for Sustainable House Day (formerly known as Solar House

Phone (08) 8212 6760 Day) in September. One was an apartment in the new block (Stage 3) and the other was one of the
urbanec@urbanecology.org.au R
original town houses.

Six of Paul’s students escorted the visitors between the houses and took them up to the roof
garden. More than 250 people visited Christie Walk and were shown over both dwelliings. The
visitors were welcomed in the Community Room by Chérie Hoyle from Urban Ecology and Albert
Thompson from ANZSES. Sue Gilbey took on the task of promoting the resource ‘Moving Towards
Urban Sustainability’ and sold more than 20 books.

Sustainable House Day Volunteers
JanineVanessa, Michaela, Eva, Hien and Brooke

Urban Ecology Australia

Annual General Meeting
The AGM was held on Saturday October 27 in the Christie Walk Community Room at 103 Sturt Street.
A change to the Constitution was read and approved. The change increased the size of the Board from four to eight.
The following were elected to the Board for the next year:

UEA Update

Convenor: Chérie Hoyle
Secretary: Wayne Anthoney
Treasurer: Anne Hamilton
Webmaster: Michael Robertson

These members were elected for a second year and new Board members are Eric Constantin and Jacqueline Mulberry. See
over for more information about the new Board members.

Sophia van Ruth was co-opted to the Board during the year, and following her move to the UK to study at the Schumacher
Institute, she joins Board meetings via Skype. Her position on the Board will continue.

Paul Downton resigned as Public Officer after 16 years in the position, and Effie Best has taken on the role.

Following the election of the Board, Paul Downton gave a presentation looking at the issue of urban sprawl. Using quotes
from Premier Mike Rann in 2004 he pointed out how far the government is now from the promises of a green Adelaide with
the current plans to extend the boundaries to the north and south.

See the article on pp 7 & 8 for the submission from UEA to PlanningSA.

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team or Urban Ecology Australia Inc.
Editorial Team: Joan Carlin, Michael Robertson, Chérie Hoyle




UEA U pdate (cont)

New UEA Board members

Jacqueline Mulberry

My interest in UEA comes from experiences in my personal
and professional lives. | have lived in suburban London,
Adelaide, Hobart, Jakarta and Bangkok, worked in Steiner
education in Mount Barker and Hobart, and taught English
as an additional language to children and adults in three
countries. | have a Master of Education (TESOL) from Deakin
University.

I have experienced the progressive isolation of children from
their wider environments. As a child, | roamed the streets
around London, alone and with friends, on foot and by bus.
In Adelaide as a teenager | was restricted by heat, distance
and inadequate public transport. We got around in cars. My
grandchildren are never further from adult supervision than
their bedrooms.

Migrants to Adelaide miss the informal social gathering
places in squares and markets that are common in Asia and
Africa and in European village life, and which foster shared
responsibility for children through everyday contact.

| now want to see cities provide environments that foster
shared responsibility for the socialisation, independence and
imagination of children, through the creation of purpose-
built natural play spaces, opening houses onto shared spaces,
not allowing roads to divide communities, developing
inviting public gathering spaces, and reviving the practice of
children accepting and respecting the guidance of adults in
their communities.

Eric Constantin

A 30 year old French American, Eric has travelled widely and
has had a number of different career paths; software engineer,
business management, and more recently he discovered
meditation and living a more holistic/organic lifestyle.

“I quickly discovered that issues surrounding technology,
society, and environment are my passion, and my calling is to
play a role in helping support and facilitate transition into a
new more sustainable lifestyle.

“In particular, | really resonate with concepts of permaculture
and systems thinking, and see the retrofitting and
transformation of urban living as a key (POSITIVE) aspect and
an opportunity for our society to live in greater balance with
our environment and harmony with each other.

“In terms of hobbies, | love bicycling (my only form

of transport -- (avoid buses as much as | can), digital
photography, scuba diving, camping & bushwalking,
snowboarding, and overall travelling.

“I love watching documentaries and learning about the world
and new perspectives.

1 would love to have my own organic permaculture urban
garden from which to make awesome veggie bakes and stir-
frys!”

Eric visited Christie Walk on a UEA site tour and decided he
would like to make a contribution to UEA’s work.

Annual report presented at the AGM

Convener Chérie Hoyle presented a report for the period
Saturday November 25th 2006 - Saturday October 27th 2007.
Her full report will be included in the 2006/2007 Annual
Report.

Below are some of the highlights she spoke about:

« During the last year, UEA has been put on a sound financial
footing due to site visits . | thank Margaret Rohde for this
sterling work.

Over 740 students, 94 teachers or lecturers, plus over 160
other visitors have undertaken site visits of Christie Walk
this year. On Sustainable House Day we had a further 255
paying visitors, plus members of ANZSES.

« VIP visitors to Christie Walk, through UEA, have included
Senator Bob Brown leader of the Greens; Senator Christine
Milne (Greens); Kate Ellis MP for Adelaide who visited
a number of times, bringing, Peter Garrett MP, Shadow
Minister for the Environment, and Tanya Plibersek, Shadow
Minister of Housing.

Open Forums have been held throughout the year
including a visit and talk from Richard Register, founder of
Urban Ecology in the US - this was Michael Robertson’s
initiative. Michael has also led a number of those Forums.
Thank you Michael. Forums held were as follows:

*Tuesday 27 March. Global Warming. Michael Robertson.
*Tuesday 1 May. Global Warming and the Media. John
Kerrison.

*Tuesday 5 June. Ecological Footprints. Sharon Ede.
*Tuesday 3 July. Carbon Offsetting. Carmel Dindon (Trees
for Life).

*Tuesday 7 August. Ecocity Adelaide - What will it look
like? Michael Robertson.

* Saturday 9 September. Talk by Richard Register.

* Tuesday 2 October. Photovoltaics and Other Available
Solar Technologies. Sandy Pulsford (Solaris)

«  Submissions to Government have been made on behalf
of UEA on the following subjects: .

* Proposal for a Global Emission Permit Scheme. By
Michael Robertson. 2007.3 (UEA submission to the Prime
Ministerial Task Group on Emissions Trading.)

* Proposal for Compact Urban Growth in Adelaide.
Michael Robertson and Andrew Tidswell. 2007.9.3 (UEA
submission to Planning SA concerning proposed changes
to Adelaide’s urban growth boundary.)

[see pp 7 & 8 for the latter submission}
* Dr Paul Downton and Chérie Hoyle also provided
input to the Conservation Council of SA’s submission to
Planning SA on the State Government’s Urban Growth
Boundary Proposal.

UEA has been represented on the Conservation Council
of SA Accommodation and Building Committee, the
Essential Services Commission of SA's Community
Advisory Committee (both by Chérie Hoyle), and
Adelaide City Council Sustainability Reference Group and
Adelaide City Council Urban Design Advisory Panel both
by Dr Paul Downton

Dr Paul Downton has been a Speaker at several public
meetings on Urban Sprawl and UEA has been active

with the Conservation Council of SA and the local
communities that are fighting against the extension of
the urban boundaries to the north and south of Adelaide.

«  One of our greatest achievements this year has been
the publication of Moving Towards Urban Sustainability
in conjunction with the Global Education Centre, with
the grant being provided by the George Alexander
Foundation. This handbook is sold to schools visiting
Christie Walk and also proved to be a great success at
Sustainable House Day, with many books being sold to
the public.
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Christie Walk update

www.urbanecology.org.au/christiewalk/

SAWater decision

Christie Walk owners, residents and friends are disappointed
that SAWater is not now going to put in a sewage recycling
system at Christie Walk. It apparently all became too
expensive and difficult, and the government is now going
to concentrate on getting treated effluent from the Glenelg
plant to the squares and parklands.

So now to The Big Pave!

The way is now clear to continue with the paving of the
driveway and the northern car park area. We hope all hands
will be‘on deck’ on the weekend of December 1 and 2, to
tackle this job. Help from other Urban Ecology members
and friends will be most welcome. The area has been
prepared ready for sand and bricks so there is no further
heavy digging needed. There will be lots of chatting and
you are guaranteed a morning and afternoon break with
lots of tea and coffee and lovely homemade cakes! In fact
we are only asking people to sign on for a few hours either
morning or afternoon.

The Story Wall

Under the entrance driveway there is a large wall area
which residents will plan as a Story Wall. We hope that
some form of the Shadow Plans will be included and can be
incorporated in the site tour information. It is hoped that a
grant will be obtained to develop the wall.

If you would like to be involved with the planning of the

Story Wall leave a message on the Urban Ecology phone or
email.

UEA site tours at Christie Walk
Margaret Rohde leads a site tour of Walford students.
Bookings are now being taken for Terms 1 & 2 next year

Partying at Christie Walk

The community room at Christie Walk is often used for
meetings and parties! A recent party celebrated the first
birthday of Indiara (known as Hero) the daughter of Dan
and Delia. In addition to delicious shared food there was
music, singing and magic! Some 36 or 37 people were in
the room at any one time!

Drinks together in the garden under the Neem tree
happen on an ad hoc basis. We are working out how to
have a signalling system so we know when some people
are gathered!

The Hanging Gardens

Plans are well in hand to set up gardens in the atrium area.
Trapezoidal planter boxes have been designed (thanks to
Laurie & Norm) and are being made of sheet metal. Once
they are painted and in place they will have pots placed

in them and then comes the fun of choosing and planting
suitable plants that will like being indoors.

Our ‘consultant’ Pam Gurner-Hall is able to get orchid mix
etc at a good price and will help with the choice of plants.
She suggests orchid mix because it is lighter when we need
to lift out the pots for attention.

Other gardens

Because the underground tanks have been replenished by
some welcome rain a few weeks ago we are able to keep
water up to the vegies and the roof garden. We have also
put indigenous plants that we had in pots into the garden
area set aside for them.

Some of you may have seen a recent Messenger article
featuring Paul Downton on the roof garden and extolling
the merits of roof gardens.

UEA Forums

In November, Wayne Anthoney showed a power point presentation and led a discussion on the topic of consumption
and consumerism. He pointed out that saving energy and water are indeed important but we need to think about the
greenhouse gas component of all the products we consume or wear, including transport.

In December (Tuesday December 4) Michael Robertson will lead a discussion on carbon offsets. The first UEA forum in

2008 will be in February. Suggestions for topics are welcome.
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New Books for Urban Ecologists

The ZEDBook: Solutions for a Shrinking

World

Though few now doubt the severity of the
environmental problems faced by humanity there is
still resistance from businesses, developers, architects,
planners and government when it comes to making
the step changes necessary to make our lifestyles
sustainable.

Based on the experience gained from their involvement
in the pioneering Beddington Zero Emission
Development (or BedZED) in London, and subsequent
innovative schemes, the ZEDbook authors BFF Technical
Director Craig Simmons, leading architect Bill Dunster,
and energy expert Bobby Gilbert present a bold,
coherent and refreshing vision of a low carbon future.

The ZEDbook is a must-have purchase for anyone
wanting to make communities and the built
environment more sustainable. Launch date end
November 2007.

Cities as Sustainable Ecosystems
by Peter Newman & Isabella Jennings

<www.sustainability.murdoch.edu.au>

Cities as Sustainable
Ecosystems shows how
cities and their residents
can begin to reintegrate
into their bioregional
environment, and how cities
themselves can be planned
with nature’s organizing
principles in mind. Taking
cues from living systems
for sustainability strategies,
Newman and Jennings
reassess urban design by
exploring flows of energy,
materials, and information,

along with the interactions between human and non-
human parts of the system.

A powerful model for urban redevelopment, Cities
as Sustainable Ecosystems describes aspects of urban
ecosystems from the visioning process to achieving

economic security to fostering a sense of place.

Surviving the Century: Facing Climate Chaos

G < |\/i\/in

Challenges
Edited by Herbert Girardet

Contributions by a
powerful group of high
profile authors including:
Michael Braungart, Peter
Bunyard, Ross Gelbspan,
Herbert Girardet, Edward
Goldsmith, Frances
Moore Lappe, Hermann
Scheer, Stewart Wallis

Fasrg Girrasta C

This book, the first major
output by leading lights
from the World Future
Council (WFC), a new
international lobby

for future generations,
seeks nothing less than a complete transformation of how
humans relate to the world and one another.

Funny Weather: Everything you didn’t want
to know about climate change but probably
should find out

by Kate Evans

A cartoonist who sets out to bring to a popular audience the
science of climate change. Unlike many other books, Funny
Weather ends with a chapter devoted to‘Saving the World’and
a vision of an unstoppable movement for political change.

Cuba Ener
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A powerpoint presentation from the Ministry of Energy
outlining Cuba’s enthusiastic response to their energy crisis will
be presented by Sue Gilbey.
Sue Gilbey and Ruth Russell were in Cuba in July this year and
were lucky to have been given a copy of how Cuba managed
this revolucion. The Ministry were delighted at the prospect of
sharing what they have done with friends in Australia.
Despite US embargos, restrictions and other obstacles, Cuba has
transformed itself to become a cleaner and greener society.

We could learn so much from their example.
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Join us at
the Adelaide South West Community Centre
171 Sturt Street Adelaide on

Wednesday December 5 at 7.30pm
This presentation is part of the Peak Qil Transition Group’s
activities. For more information about the Group or the
presentation contact Marjon Martin on 8212 3533 or Sue on
0431 112 898.
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News in brief from the net

[Editor] Thanks again to UEA member Sharon Ede who monitors the
internet and forwards articles of interest to UEA.

More on Climate Change

Confused about climate change? Is it happening? Are your
friends sceptics? Have a look at the following — it is very
good!

www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDsIFspVzfl

The future of humankind will be decided on in Bali in
December, at the 13th Conference of Parties (COP) to the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCCQ).
Its outcome will determine the future course of global
policymaking on energy and climate.

Hermann OTT, a policy expert at the Wuppertal Institute:

“...The most important goal is that Bali must produce a strong
negotiating mandate to conclude a post-Kyoto agreement by
the end of 2009 at the latest. Moreover, the mandate must spell
out that four aspects are imperative:

- the industrialised countries must commit to much stricter
curbs on greenhouse-gas emissions than they have so far;

- the emerging fast-growing economies must also agree to
some kind of emission limits;

— therich countries must provide technology and funds to
help the emerging economies cut emissions; and

— the poor countries will need substantial support to adapt
to climate change’”
www.inwent.org/ez/articles/059323/index.en.shtml|

Ecological footprint

...there are quite a few examples of how we can have
great quality of life on much smaller footprints.

One striking example—and it’s not even ecologically
motivated—is that Italy, for instance, uses about two-and-
a-half times less resources, or as the footprint per person,
about two-and-a-half times smaller than the United
States. What's the key to that difference? We would say it's
the way cities are constructed.

...The question really becomes, today, are we building
traps for ourselves, or opportunities? And yes indeed,

a big part of the infrastructure is already built, but we
continue to reshape and redirect our infrastructure with
every additional house we build, with every additional
highway we build, or public transportation system that we
build. So it's putting the choices more clearly in front of
decision makers to understand what are the implications
of investing in these infrastructures.

...Are we making cities future-friendly? Are we preparing
them to live on lower footprints with a higher quality of
life? Because cities worldwide, and regions, compete for
ecological resources. And those cities that are able to
provide the highest quality of life on the least resource
consumption will be the most competitive ones in the
long run.

by Meg O’Neill, Newport RI
www.treehugger.com/authors/index.php?author=meaghan

_Public Transport/cycling...
Sydney & NSW

Sydney residents would prefer the Federal Government
spend the budget surplus on improving public transport
rather than tax cuts. Nearly 70% of the people surveyed by
the Australian Research Group would prefer investment

in public transport to cut greenhouse emissions and ease
congestion in Sydney.
www.environmentalmanagementnews.net/StoryView.asp?StorylD=120668

A New South Wales Government survey has found the
number of people leaving their cars at home and catching
trains to work has increased by nearly 120,000 since 1999.
The survey by the Ministry of Transport found that more
people are choosing trains and buses because they want to
be environmentally friendly.
www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2007/09/29/2047007.htm)

Melbourne

A proposal to ban cars in Melbourne for a day to cut
vehicle emissions and traffic congestion received mixed
reactions from business and governments. Melbourne City
Council tentatively backed the idea, but business group
VECCI says investment and innovation in public transport
is the go.

Car-Free Melbourne, a group of five young Melbourne
women, burst into the media spotlight after suggesting
restricting car access in some parts of the Melbourne CBD
for a day as a way to cut vehicle emissions.

The idea came from World Car-Free Day, which has been
held on September 22 annually since 2000, mainly in
Europe. Town centres are closed to traffic and opened up
for walking and cycling, street theatre and public art.

[If you want to try this in Adelaide, please check the timetable
very carefully. Carbon heroism is fine, but it’s not worth being
stranded in some God-forsaken suburb in the middle of
nowhere with no way to get home. Michael]

Adelaide

BicycleSA is looking for people to participate in the FREE
Cycling Adelaide program, a program open to people who
work in the CBD, live within 15kms of the CBD and are keen
to ride to work. It is aimed at assisting them to overcome the
barriers that prevent people from cycling.

Do you work in the Adelaide CBD?

Do you live within 15km of the city?

Do you currently drive to work but would be keen to ride a bike?
If you answered yes to these questions, you are eligible

to participate in the free Cycling Adelaide program with
BicycleSA supported by the Adelaide City Council and the
Department of Transport, Energy and Infrastructure! Log on:
www.cyclingadelaide.com.au

Did you know that there is a free City-Bike scheme running
here in Adelaide?
www.bikesa.asn.au/City%20Bikes/City%20Bikes.htm
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News in brief from the net

Lights On or Off

Myth: You save on energy bills by leaving lights on.

Some people believe that the energy to turn on lights
exceeds savings from turning lights off. To test the myth,
they needed to measure energy usage during startup,
maintenance (steady state), and shutdown. For steady state
energy consumption, they turned on several different types
of bulbs for 60 minutes and measured their consumption
using a Kill A Watt

« Incandescent 90 Wh

« Compact Fluorescent (CFL): 10 Wh

- Halogen: 70 Wh

+ Metal halide: 60 Wh

« LED:1Wh

« Fluorescent: 10 Wh

And it's almost always best to turn the bulb off when leaving
the room.

www.thinkgeek.com/gadgets/electronic/7657/

Biofuels vs Food

“If the production of biofuels is big enough to affect

climate change, it will be big enough to cause global

starvation.'(George Monbiot July 07)
www.monbiot.com/archives/2007/07/24/eco-junk/

Global food shortages will pose difficulties to consumers in
the next few years, international authority Professor David
Hughes has warned.

“We're going towards the position where one third of supply
is being sucked off into green energy with every spare
hectare going into corn in the United States,” he said.
“Suddenly, you are building a system linked to climate change
- which is inherently unstable - and the risk of shortages goes
up.”

Professor Hughes said severe world food shortages would
lead to a debate about the morality of using agricultural
commodities for energy rather than food when people in
some countries were struggling to put food on the table.

“We are seeing a huge investment in green energy in the
United States and Europe,” he said.

Professor Hughes said that for the first time in history, the
price of oil was linked to the price of food.
www.news.com.au/adelaidenow/story/

Biofuels, championed for reducing energy reliance, boosting
farm revenues and helping fight climate change, may in fact
hurt the environment and push up food prices, a study has
suggested.

In a report on the impact of biofuels, the Organisation

for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) said
biofuels may “offer a cure that is worse than the disease they
seek to heal”

“The current push to expand the use of biofuels is creating
unsustainable tensions that will disrupt markets without
generating significant environmental benefits,” the OECD said.
“The overall environmental impacts of ethanol and biodiesel
can very easily exceed those of petrol and mineral diesel".

The OECD called on governments to cut their subsidies for the
sector and instead encourage research into technologies that
would avoid competing for land use with food production.
www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/44269/story.htm

New cities (and old cities)

In contrast to neighboring Dubai, which is building an
energy-consumptive city of glass, steel and concrete towers,
Masdar is being designed to run entirely on renewable
energy. Its 50,000 residents will live on streets modeled on
traditional souks and medinas - but draped with shades of
fabric that convert sunlight into electricity. Canals will run
alongside the streets, some of which will be only 10 feet
wide to protect pedestrians from the heat, which averages
over 40C in the shade during the summer. There will be
fields of solar concentrating mirrors in the desert and wind
turbines will catch breezes from the Gulf.
www.sustainablebusiness.com/features/feature template.cfm?ID=149

China will start building the country’s first eco-city in

the new year and plans four other radical new urban
developments as it seeks to tackle pollution, according to
the head of the firm designing the projects.

...The firm expects construction to start in early 2008 at
Dongtan, a development on an island outside Shanghai
where all energy will be renewable, no gasoline-fuelled cars
permitted and farms will grow organic vegetables for local
consumption.
www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/44223/story.htm>

In just two decades, Freiburg, Germany, a sleepy 12th
century village known for its Catholic seminary, has
transformed into a progressive 21st century city that's being
called the world’s first eco-municipality. The community of
200,000 has transitioned neatly into its role as an ecotopia,
ever careful to maintain its traditions.

Daily trading includes locally grown and organic vegetables
alongside silver jewelry and herbal medicines.

All this trade takes place in the country’s first car-free
shopping district.

www.solarregion.freiburg.de

Snippets
interesting idea...
www.antiapathy.org

UEA now has a Facebook presence - any UEA members who
are on Facebook can find the group by searching on‘Urban
Ecology Australia’

www.facebook.com

192021

19 cities in the world with 20 million people in the 21st
century. “Not unlike Planet Earth - this is Planet Earth for and
about PEOPLE!

http://192021.0rg/

‘Sustainability for cities is where they are able to reduce
their ecological footprint whilst improving their quality

of life...Urban design remains the single most important
professional skill in creating sustainable cities and yet so few
professionals are trained in how it relates to sustainability”

Professor Peter Newman from Murdoch University’s Institute for
Sustainability and Technology Policy (ISTP)

One of the four SA nominations for Australian of the Year is
Dr Paul Downton
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Proposal for Compact Urban
Growth in Adelaide

Urban Ecology Australia submission to Planning SA concerning
proposed changes to Adelaide’s urban growth boundary.
Michael Robertson and Andrew Tidswell September 2007

Proposal

Future urban growth in Adelaide should occur within
established urban areas, close to activity centres and
along public transport corridors, preferably within 10 km
of the metropolitan centre. It should not occur on the
periphery of the metropolitan area, some 40 or 50 km
from its centre.

Well-planned urban consolidation in combination with
faster, more frequent public transport, better developed
local urban centres offering a greater variety of jobs,
shops, and other facilities, and improved pedestrian and
cycling paths, would help:

+ Reduce passenger car use.
« Minimise car dependency.
Reducing passenger car use would:

« Reduce world demand for transport fuel, and so make
it more affordable for developing countries.

+ Reduce global greenhouse emissions and hence slow
global warming.

« Make urban roads safer, and main road precincts more
attractive to residents, workers and visitors

Reducing car dependency

By reducing the distances people need to travel, a
compact city facilitates public transport, cycling and
walking as an alternative to passenger car use. Not
owning a car is much less daunting to people living
nearer the centre of the metropolitan area, where job
opportunities, shops, community facilities and social
options are more densely clustered and therefore more
easily accessed without a car.

Creating a city in which it is easy to access the benefits
of urban life without needing to own a car would lift this
financial burden from households on a low income, and
allow much of the land and building space set aside for

car movement and parking to be used for other purposes.

A compact city is more resilient to transport fuel price
rises. If the world oil price continues to rise (due to
rising world demand coupled with inability of cheap
fuel sources to increase supply), then many low-income
households will respond to the higher cost of running

a car by turning to public transport. Coping with this
extra load will prove more costly in sprawling cities than
in compact ones, especially if the new users insist on
public transport services with a speed and convenience
comparable to that offered by the car.

Reducing World Demand for Transport Fuels
Reducing Adelaide’s demand for transport fuel has

a direct effect on prospective world demand (world
demand = Adelaide demand + rest of the world demand),
but the effect is small.

However, as a sprawling, low-density city that successfully
reduced its demand for private, motorised transport (by
becoming more compact, etc), Adelaide could have a
significant indirect effect on world demand for transport
fuel, by providing a model for many sprawling, low-
density cities in the United States. These cities, which face
similar problems to Adelaide, would closely scrutinize any
solutions Adelaide developed.

A significant rejection by US cities of the car-based
passenger transport model and development of
alternative models of urban wealth and functionality,
might slow the growth in demand for transport fuel in
China, India, and other developing countries, whose
expanding higher-income classes are influenced by the
“prosperity = consumption” paradigm so celebrated in
the United States and elsewhere.

Less world demand for transport fuel would be good
news for many low-income communities in the world
which rely on liquid fuel for electricity and freight
transport, and have been hard pressed by rising
petroleum prices. Benefits of mixed-use urban centres
linked by public transport

Access by public transport, walking and cycling in
Adelaide would be enhanced by developing numerous,
small, mixed-use centres located along public transport
routes within walking distance of most homes. Such
centres would combine medium-density housing with a
variety of commercial and light industrial activities. If your
local centre did not have what you needed, it would be
easy to catch a bus, tram or train to a centre that did. A
proliferation of mixed-use centres, each hosting a variety
of options, would be in contrast to the current situation
in many areas of Adelaide, in which urban functions in
are segregated, with housing in one district, industry in
another, and shops set apart in large, exclusive blocks
moated by extensive car parks.

Urban Regeneration for Improved Liveability
Many urban precincts along main roads are degraded
from the point of view of urban liveability - disfigured

by carparks and excessive road width, and subject to the
noise, pollution, and pedestrian-injury-risk of passing
motor vehicles.

continued over page
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Proposal for Compact Urban Growth in Adelaide (cont)

Reducing vehicle traffic would make these environments
healthier and more pleasant, and free up roadside

space for buildings, trees, outdoor furniture and other
amenities.

A main road intersection, for example, should not just
be a place you pass through on the way to somewhere
else. It should be a place you can visit just to enjoy that
environment.

Ground-floor shops fronting onto wide, landscaped
footpaths, (instead of large carparks abutting narrow
footpaths), would make main road precincts more
interesting to visitors and more supportive of emerging
commercial enterprises. Small, street-side shops with
cheap rental in village-like neighborhood centres are

a good incubator for emerging, perhaps quirky small
businesses. (Large, enclosed shopping centres, on the
other hand seem to favour big-name chain stores or
generic, high-volume food outlets).

Housing Affordability Without Urban Sprawl
A one-story house built on cheap, broad-acre land at the
edges of metropolitan areas, can be cheaper per square
meter than an equivalent house on expensive, inner-city
land, even when the cost of new infrastructure is taken
into account. Moreover, allowing unconstrained urban
growth at the edges may reduce demand for housing in
more established areas, thereby making such housing
more affordable.

The challenge to proponents of compact cities then

is: How can we increase the supply affordable housing
without letting our cities continue to expand at the
edges? One way of providing affordable housing in
established urban areas is by building smaller dwellings
there. High housing prices in Adelaide are due in

part to the fact that there are few housing units for
rent or purchase that are less than 50 square metres

in size. Many one-person households that would be
comfortably accommodated in dwellings of 30 square
metres, are forced to live in dwellings twice this size for
lack of choice.

Supply of small housing units is constrained by:

« Zoning regulations which set minimum dwelling
areas, require attached car-parking space, and limit
heights in residential areas to one story.

«+ Increasing demand for larger houses, which take up
residential land that could have been used to build
apartment buildings and other multi-unit clusters.

« The demand for larger houses is partly due to a
political and financial system that encourages
residents to invest in the amenity of their private
space, while denying them the opportunity to
direct public investment in the amenity of their
community space. Policies encouraging more
compact cities would increase the funding available
to neighbourhood amenity, and give local residents a
greater say in how that money was spent.

Population Increase Without Urban Sprawl
Assuming that Adelaide’s population will grow to 1.5
million by 2050 (water supplies permitting), how should
the extra half million people be accommodated within
the existing urban area?

Many railway stations on the current rail network,
especially those located near commercial hubs, provide
opportunities for more intensive, residential and mixed-
use development. Similar developments can be planned
along major roads to create transport hubs and medium
density living where commercial development is already
concentrated, ideally at major intersections where the
radial and cross city roads intersect.

Adding 60 people per hectare to a zone 300 metres in
radius around 20 railway stations would add 34,000 extra
people. Adding 100 people per hectare to a zone 50
metres either side of 300 km of main roads would add
300,000 people. Adding 40 people per hectare to a zone
200 metres either side of 300 km of main roads, would
add 480,000 people.

Concentrating a variety of destinations into a network

of development zones along main roads would facilitate
movement across the metropolitan area using the public
transport that serviced these corridors.

Encouraging such development will require a change in
land-use zoning to allow developers to build medium
density housing over shops and other facilities. Plus
traffic calming and landscaping along main roads to
make them more attractive as places to live.

Need for Better Planning

At present there is some resistance to increased urban
consolidation due to the unplanned and ad-hoc way
in which it generally occurs in isolated pockets of the
suburbs. We need good examples to demonstrate how
urban consolidation can be done well, in order to gain
public support.

Poorly planned urban consolidation results in loss of
heritage buildings and gardens, and increased local
vehicle traffic, to the dismay of established residents.
Locating higher residential densities in mixed-use centres
along main roads, combined with significant traffic-
reduction measures, would help resolve these concerns.

Adelaide, with its single, accessible CBD and logical
network of road and rail routes, is an ideal city to convert
from a sprawling, car-based city to a more compact,
transit-city. Developing this as a strategic planning
priority would build on the legacy of earlier planning
from Colonel Light onwards.

Such a transition would help realise the goals of South
Australia’s Strategic Plan, in particular improving
wellbeing, attaining sustainability, fostering creativity
and innovation, and building communities. And it
would demonstrate that South Australia was serious
in its intention to lead the world towards a more
sustainable and liveable future.

8 Urban Ecology Newsletter Vol 6 No 4 (#60)




