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A Future San Francisco
Intimate pedestrian access three-
dimensionally throughout the city

for people, not cars. In the renewable
energy future, nature abounds. People
thrive in compact cities, towns and
village on a small “land area footprint”
and with a very small “ecological
footprint” - footprint in terms of impact
on our biosphere and natural resources.

R Register 2006.

Richard Register

s visiting Adelaide in Richard Register comes to Adelaide

September, he'll be here Public Meeting Saturday September 8

from the 5th to the 8th. 7Zpm in the Christie Walk Community Room

Richard is one of the behind 103 Sturt Street Adelaide

founding fathers’ of the

modern green city movement. He wrote the first book with  behind the series of ecocity conferences that now
ecocity in the title (Ecocity Berkeley: Building cities for a include Berkeley 1990, Adelaide 1992, Yoff (Senegal)
healthy future, 1987) and was the founding president of 1996, Curitiba (Brazil) 2000, Shenzhen (China) 2002,

Urban Ecology who wereresponsible for convening the First and Bangalore (India) 2006.
International Ecological City Conference in 1990. (Urban
Ecology Australia was formed in 1991 and ran the Second
International EcoCity Conference here in Adelaide in 1992
- with significant support from Adelaide City Council at the
time). Richard went on to form the non-profit advocacy
group ‘Ecocity Builders’and has been the driving force

Richard is one of the few original thinkers about
eco/green cities and is a strong and interesting
presenter. Berkeley is a very similar place to
Adelaide in many ways too which makes his
experiences particularly relevant.

UEA Update

OO

Sustainable House Day

Urban growth -Is it time
to stop the Sprawl?

Sunday September 9 . ]
from);1anr')| to 4pm Public meeting
Volunteers wanted WED 29 August 2007 7.30-9.30pm

Speakers: Dr Paul Downton from Urban
Ecology, Planning SA and other guests
from government and academia will be
addressing the topical issue of Adelaide’s
proposed Urban Boundary expansion,
Sustainability and a future Adelaide.

Christie Walk will once again take part in this annual event
(formerly known as Solar House Day). Two houses will be open,
one of which will be an apartment in Stage 3.

Urban Ecology is calling on volunteers to help on the day.
There will be tasks such as directing people to the Community
Room, taking registrations, escorting small groups to the
house/apartment, inviting visitors to become members of Urba
Ecology Australia, selling the new Resource Book...

All interested people are welcome -
Admission Free

Pilgrim Church Hall, Flinders St, Adelaide
Organised by CCSA

Please leave a message at Urban Ecology on 8212 6760 or by
email on <urbanec@urbanecology.org.au> if you can help for a
few hours.

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team or Urban Ecology Australia Inc.
Editorial Team: Joan Carlin, Michael Robertson, Chérie Hoyle




Conveners Rant

This year we have been re-establishing the Centre for
Urban Ecology, and reinforcing our education roles with
monthly forums, a large increase in Students visits to
Christie Walk - enhanced by the excellent Study Manual
Moving Towards Urban Sustainability (see p3)

We are now involved in the Stop the Sprawl campaign

as building on out-lying green space is NOT the way

to provide either affordable housing or a future with
protection against climate change. It most certainly
does not provide for reduced greenhouse gas emissions.
The state government has put forward a change to the
current Urban Boundary, to include 2000 more hectares.
These areas are far to the north (Gawler - more than
doubling the population) and south of Adelaide. This
has been done with only 4 weeks (20 working days) for
submissions - this is not democratic in any shape or
form and appears to be done under pressure from the
development industry.

Even if the dwellings were to be ‘sustainable’in design, the
concept itself is totally unsustainable and makes people
rely on fossil fuels - which we know cannot be continued.
It also goes completely against the state governments own
strategic plan.

The Conservation Council of South Australia is co-
ordinating lobbying against this travesty of ‘sustainability"
If you wish to be involved please contact CCSA on 08 8223
5155 or email general@ccsa.asn.au

During the last few years we have had some interesting
events at Christie Walk:

Dr Bob Brown launched the Greens Federal Campaign at
Christie Walk, The Prime Minister launched the Solar Cities
Program and this week Peter Garrett, Shadow Minister for
Climate Change, Environment, Heritage and the Arts along
with Kate Ellis MP for Adelaide, launched the Labor Party’s
Plan for Australian homes to go solar . Providing a world
leader in inner city ecological development makes for
strange bedfellows!!!

Chérie

News from a world traveller!

Urban Ecology member (and Christie Walk resident), Sue Gilbey, recently returned from a

My trip included attendance at the U.S. World Social
Forum,(USSF) held in Atlanta, a week in Mexico, 8 days in
Cuba, attendance at the Women'’s International League
for Peace and Freedom Congress which was in Santa Cruz
Bolivia and trips to numerous Latin and South American
countries.

It was fascinating to see the many different styles of
adobe dwellings, and the different approaches towards
sustainability.

It was equally devastating to see from the air, the vast
tracts of what looked like arid land where once there
would have been Amazon rainforest.

Wherever possible | told people about Christie Walk and
there was a lot of interest and | made a lot of contacts
with like-minded people which | hope to share with
everyone.

Most particularly were the contacts in Cuba and | have
to say | was impressed with the innovative way the
Cuban ministry of energy, have gone about their Energia
Revolucion!

| was fortunate enough to be shown and then given a
copy of a power point display of what they have done to
date, which | would like to make available.

Also a group in Vancouver gave me a fantastic book
called Guerilla Gardening which | will loan out to people.
This group are doing much the same as us and were
keen to initiate close contact to share ideas and problem
solving strategies. | am very happy to address a group

of interested people or pass on any information and can
be contacted by email, gilbeysue@hotmail.com or phone
84100303 or 0411 413 122.

Sue Gilbey

Some quotes from the book Guerilla Gardening - A Manualfesto by David Tracey:

What's a garden?
«  An earthly rendition of paradise.

«  An archetype of the relationship between people and

their environment

+ A place where physical work, mental reasonal and
spiritual appreciation are synthesized in the soil.

« A hands-on opportunity to connect with nature.

+ A chance to maniplate the second most important living

things on earth, plants.
«  Orachance for plants to manipulate us.

‘It is difficult to design a space that will
not attract people. What is remarkable is
how often this has been accomplished’,
- WILLIAM WHYTE
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Morning tea during the working bee!

Christie Walk update

www.urbanecology.org.au/christiewalk/

Regular working bees (now held twice a month) are
making inroads on the paving of the area along the
western side of the courtyard. The compacted soil
must be dug out and the area levelled before the
bricks are laid on a bed of sand.

Recently Bendigo Bank gave a grant of $5000 to the
Christie Walk Community Corporation towards the
paving of the courtyard area. This sponsorship makes

the Bank a Foundation Sponsor Level 1.

One of the residents has planted herbs and tomatoes in
one of the large planter boxes supplied by the Adelaide
City Council in front of the building on Sturt Street.

Building has started on the block to the east of Christie
Walk - we understand they will erect a 4 metre high
concrete wall between that site and Christie Walk, so we
will need to put up netting and grow plenty of climbing
plants!

Residents and owners of apartments in Stage 3 have
met to talk about setting up areas for plants on each
level within the lightwell. We plan to design ‘The
Hanging Gardens of Christie Walk’!

There are three levels to consider together with the

area in the lobby. The agreed plan is to get built

a trapezoidal planter box for each level (made of

galvanised tin) and then to put in containers with

plants suitable for the low light conditions. It has been

suggested that we only grow plants that will thrive in

: Orchid mix as the pots will then be light enough to lift
i Vi N out if necessary. If any readers have plants that could

F—— = i .i ol | M Dbe suitable, contact Jane Manifold on <manifold53@

' optusnet.com.au>.

Update on Christie Walk Site Tours

Since the start of May, 434 students and 49 teachers have taken part in a Christie Walk site
tour. Tours for the public are held each month and have attracted 34 participants. The new
resource ‘Moving Towards Urban Sustainability’ has attracted interest and has been bought
by all schools who have taken part in a Site Tour. We remind you that you might like to buy a
copy for your child’s or grandchild’s school. The price for members is $21.50 (or $25 posted).

Some of the visitors and teachers have expressed an interest in living in a place like Christie
Walk. We are keeping a record of these expressions of interest so that if someone starts a
similar development in the future they will have names of people to contact. So if you know of
anyone wanting to live in such an eco-project, give the name/s to Urban Ecology.

Introducing FairShare International

The UEA newsletter informs us of the many initiatives that people are taking to reduce their ecological footprints
and move towards greater sustainability. Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by this kind information and we are
unable to decide how we can personally best act as agents of change in our own lives.

An Adelaide initiative called FairShare International (FSI) suggests a formula of 5.10.5.10, to put four goals to work
in our daily lives. Taken together, these goals comprise a minimum standard for living an ethical life in an affluent
world.

Many of us are already achieving one or more of these goals. However the FSI formula can perhaps challenge us to
measure further action in our own lives, for the good of the environment, the community and ourselves.

For more information about FSI, visit the website: www.fairshareinternational.org
OO0 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000 000 00
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Urban Ecology Forums

Michael Robertson has summarised the forums that have been held recently

27 March 2007. Topic: Global Warming.
Presenter: Michael Robertson.

Michael made the following points.

The increasing concentration of carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere due to economic
activity is raising the atmospheric thermostat - raising the
temperature at which the earth must glow so that energy
radiating back out into space balances energy coming in
from the sun. If we can stabilise greenhouse gas levels, we
can stabilise the thermostat. Even then, temperatures will
continue to rise for a while until the thermostat setting

is reached. However, the rate of temperature rise should
start to level off, which is good news, because the current
rate of change is too fast for humans and nature to

easily adapt, and so is threatening the survival of human
communities and natural ecosystems.

Stabilising atmospheric greenhouse concentrations
requires reducing greenhouse emissions until they
balance the rate of carbon dioxide uptake by oceans

and vegetation. The uptake of CO2 has been increasing
over the last few decades, stimulated by the increasing
concentration atmospheric CO2. However, further CO2
rises may cause the uptake rate to decline, if ocean
acidification due to higher CO2 levels in seawater causes
dieback in the organisms absorbing the CO2. Also, global
warming may cause greenhouse gas releases from
melting tundra and dying forests. If these things happen,
then we will have to make even greater emission cuts in
order to stabilise atmospheric greenhouse levels.

Global greenhouse emissions from human activity is said
to be around 49 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent.
If we aim to halve this rate by 2050, then we should aim
at a world per capita emission rate of around 2.7 tonnes
CO2e. That means developing a model of economic
development and human settlement very different to

the model that developed countries (especially Australia,
Canada and the United States) offer, and to which
developing countries (such as India and China) aspire. #

1 May 2007. Topic: Global Warming and the Media.
Presenter: John Kerrison (ABC journalist and Christie
Walk resident).

John spoke of how the media has reported on the issue
of global warming, and how activists can influence the
media to raise the profile of environmental issues.

For John’s own media work on environmental issues,
refer: Green Housing in Line for Award. Stateline South
Australia. ABC. 2006.7.28. Article about Christie Walk.
(www.abc.net.au/stateline/sa/content/2006/s1701512.htm)

5 June 2007 - Topic: Ecological Footprints.
Presenter: Sharon Ede.

Sharon spoke of efforts to measure the impact of human
activity on nature, and of the need to make adaptation to
planetary limits part of decision making throughout the
world.

The idea of the ecological footprint arises from the
observation that there is a limited amount of biologically
productive resources on the Earth which both humans
and nature must share. The more humans take, the less
there is for nature. And the more one human community
takes, the less there is for other human communities.

The amount of the Earth’s biological productivity
currently diverted to human use (eg due to land-use to
grow food, fibre, wood, and energy crops, plus land-use
for buildings and infrastructure), is within the current
capacity of this planet, although strains are being placed
the upon natural ecosystems that support this capacity,
so humans may be exceeding Earth’s capacity in the long
term. However, were we to replace our fossil fuel and
nuclear energy sources with energy crops, or set aside
enough land to grow forests to offset the greenhouse
emissions due to current fossil fuel combustion, then we
would exceed available biological productivity.

The ecological footprint of a community, a household, or
a given activity, can measured in global hectares, being
the number of hectares of land with average biological
productivity that would be required to support that
community, household, or activity.

The ecological footprint of a given community can
also be measured in the number of planets that would
be required if every community on earth consumed
resources at the (per capita) rate that the given
community did, where a“planet” equals the biological
capacity of Earth at a given time.

If a community’s ecological footprint, when measured,
turns out to be more than one planet, the implication is
that the community is consuming too much and should
reform its economy.

3 July 2007. Topic: Carbon Offsetting.
Presenter Carmel Dindon (CEO, Trees for Life).

Carmel spoke of the activities of Trees for Life in
revegetating cleared land for biodiversity and carbon
offsetting purposes. Not just trees, but also under-story
and grasses are planted, creating an ecological package
for biodiversity purposes. Protected by a land-use
covenant, these plantings, as they grow and mature over
several decades, will draw carbon-dioxide out of the
atmosphere, and sequester it in the soil and in the body
of the plants (eg as wood).

For people who wish to offset their own emissions and
donate money for revegetation through Carbon Neutral
Carmel quoted a price of around $16 per tonne CO2
sequestered.

[But if it takes 30 years for your $16 worth of revegetation

to sequester a tonne of CO2, then you might want to pay
twice as much per tonne of CO2, to have twice as much
revegetation established, to make up for the fact your tonne
of CO2 will hang around in the atmosphere for 15 years on
average, warming the Earth as it does so. - Michael].
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Urban Ecology Forums (cont

7 August 2007. Topic: Ecocity Adelaide - What will it
look like?

Presenter: Michael Robertson

Michael considered the need to reduce Adelaide’s
consumption of transport fuels in order to:

+ keep the world price of transport fuel from rising, and
so becoming unaffordable for developing communi-
ties;

- reduce Adelaide’s carbon footprint (its contribution
to global warming through emission of greenhouse
gases); without resorting to large scale consumption
of biofuels, which would compete with food and na-
ture for available land; and without resort to nuclear
power, with its attendant problems of hazardous
waste and weapons proliferation.

Reducing transport fuel demand would require a large

scale shift in passenger transport modes, from private

cars to public transport, walking and cycling, supported
by more compact urban forms, in particular, higher
density, mixed use development around public transport
nodes.

Making public transport more effective, and thereby

a better substitute for the car requires putting more
destinations within walking distance of transit stops.

It also requires making the average speed of buses
faster, which in turn requires reducing dwell time, by
getting passengers to board as quickly as possible, eg
not holding up the bus while they validate their tickets.
There is a need to reduce the incidence of buses being
held up by other traffic, eg by provision of more bus
priority lanes, or through use of congestion charging to
keep the roads from becoming too busy.

Extra benefits from such measures would be more
liveable main roads, and especially intersections (less
noise and pollution), and more convivial local urban
centres (eg more room for nature and for community
activity, and more people visiting rather than driving
straight past). The vision was of a city consisting of
numerous, local, mixed-use centres connected by a
dense network of frequent public transport services, as
against a city in which people are forced to drive long
distances between home, work, shops etc.

Future Forums

Forums are held on the first Tuesday of each month in the
Christie Walk Community Room 103 Sturt Street (at the
south side of the apartment building). Each forum starts
at 6pm and finishes by 7.30pm.

The Tuesday forum in September will be replaced by a
talk by Richard Register on Saturday September 9 at 7pm.

Sandy Pulsford from Solaris will present a forum on
October 2 on photovoltaics and other available solar
technologies.

Wayne Anthoney will head a discussion on‘Demand
reduction and management’ at the forum on November
6.

Michael Robertson will present the forum on December
4.The subject is carbon offsetting including the pitfalls
and unethical practices that are out there.

Possible topics for future forums include:

Genetically Modified Foods. Presenter: Effie Best

Sue Gilbey speaking about the US social forum held in
Atlanta and/or about life in Cuba.

Labor’s Plan for Australian homes to go solar.

“Hot water heaters produce 28% of the average home’s
greenhouse gas emissions. Greenhouse intensive electric
systems produce more than 3 times the greenhouse
pollution of solar, heat-pump and high-efficiency gas
systems.”

According to the media release, “Federal Labor’s plan will
save more than 7.5 million tonnes of greenhouse gas
emissions each year - the equivalent of taking 1.7 million
cars off the road.

“Labor will work with the States and Territories to
implement tough new Greenhouse and Energy Minimum
Standards (GEMS) for hot water heaters. This means:

By 2010, greenhouse-intensive electric hot water

systems will not longer be installed in new homes or

those with access to reticulated natural gas;

By 2012, electric hot water systems will be phased out

as replacements in both new and existing homes
Exemptions will be made based on tank size for smaller
households where gas is unavailable, and where
significant physical changes would be required, such as
blocks of flats.”

This is an interesting policy, as phasing out a product does
not seem to be something that would make a political
party popular with industrialists - unless, of course the
idea has already come from industries which realise that
they cannot produce these items and commit to their own
greenhouse gas reduction.

The policy, if enacted, would make a good reduction in
overall home greenhouse gas production, but it may

also make people think that they are cutting enough of
their greenhouse gases by installing one of the required
systems. That would be a mistake. If there is a new Labor
government, it will be important that they continue to
emphasise how much more greenhouse gases need to be
reduced.

If we receive any policy documents from any other parties
prior to the Federal Election, we will comment on them too.

Cherie Hoyle
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News in brief from the net

[Editor] Thanks again to UEA member

Sharon Ede who
and forwards artiq

More on the Climate Change debate

The Big Switch has been developed by the Conservation
Councils of Australia and Greenpeace to build a broad
alliance of people & groups from different sectors to
support The Big Switch.

The Big Switch will provide tools for individuals and
communities to understand and engage in the climate
change debate and undertake positive actions to help
mitigate the effects of climate change.

www.thebigswitch.org.au

In Adelaide a small group has formed to specifically
address the ‘End of Oil’ or ‘Peak Oil’ discussion. The group,
at the moment called ‘Energy Descent Action Group’
(EDAG), meets monthy at the Adelaide South West
Community Centre at 171 Sturt St Adelaide. Next meeting
is September 26 at 7.30pm.

Global Warming & Food Miles - a dilemma

Planetark reports on an article from London:

A bid to slow global warming by reducing the tonnes of
food air freighted around the world has brought up an
issue that goes to the heart of the Food Miles debate. The
debate follows these lines:

* if we focus on reducing carbon emissions by buying
local, developing countries who depend on exporting
what they grow will be hit hard;

but - if we focus on providing markets for developing
countries by importing their product, it will likely result
in higher carbon emissions;

then again - if we don't address carbon emissions the
developing countries, the most vulnerable to climate
change, will be hit hardest.
www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory

SA legislates on Climate Change
The nation’s first climate change legislation became law
on 3 July 2007.

The Climate Change and Greenhouse Emissions Reduction
Act 2007 makes South Australia the first place in Australia
to legislate targets to reduce greenhouse emissions.

“South Australia continues to lead the way for the rest of
the nation when it comes to climate change - and we are
on track to achieve the legislated target of 20 per cent

of our State’s power coming from renewable sources by
2014, Mr Rann said.

“The legislation commits the Government to work with
business and the community to develop and put in place
strategies that will put our State in a position to take early
action to reduce greenhouse emissions and adapt to
climate change.

www.climatechange.sa.gov.au/news/news_4.htm

monitors the internet
les of interest to UEA.

Are eco-cities the only way to go?

Green buildings need to leave eco-cities and enter the
mainstream if Asia is to tackle climate change, says a China
correspondent.

Around the world, urban planners are looking at
ways to green towns and cities, to make them more
environmentally friendly and to reduce the impact
urbanisation is having on the planet’s resources and
environment.

This is happening in two fundamental ways. The
development of new experimental ‘eco-towns'is
showcasing new technologies and new ways of urban
living that can hopefully extend to existing urban areas.
Meanwhile, ways of improving the environmental
credentials of the world’s existing cities are being tested, in
order to make them more liveable and sustainable.

While the new experimental eco-towns are signs of
progress, they are often utopian and the wider benefits for
conventional cities remain unproven.

http://www.climatechangecorp.com/

Reclaim our streets for people!

David Engwicht (author of ‘Towards an Ecocity: Calming
the Traffic’ and ‘Mental Speed Bumps’) has written a
comprehensive article about how we should go about
reclaiming our streets using design.

His six design principals:

Create rooms rather than corridors

Reduce traffic oriented devices

Evolve a unique personality for each street

Create ever-changing streetscapes

Build ambiguity AND legibility

Don't master-design. Design after use

Recla|m|ng through design must build on and work hand-
in-hand with reclaiming through activity. The goals of
reclaiming through design are to:

onnhscwnNn =

+ Further encourage traffic to slow down by increasing
the intrigue and uncertainty factor already in place
because of neighborhood activity in the street
Encourage even higher levels of neighborhood activity
Send a clear message to motorists that the streetis a
shared space: a space for both movement and neighbor-
hood building activity.

Engwicht will be at the Planning Institute of SA conference
in Adelaide in September:
www.planning.sa.gov.au/2m/program.htm

www.lesstraffic.com/Articles/Traffic/StreetReclaiming.pdf

Private Passenger Transport Energy Use per

person 1995
see www.sustainability.murdoch.edu.au/publications/

kenworthynewman/istpurbandata.pdf
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News in brief from the net

The Consumption Atlas

“Over-consumption is costing us the earth,” said Chuck
Berger, ACF’s Director of Sustainability Strategies. “Use of
electricity in the home accounts for just 15 per cent of the
greenhouse pollution each of us creates. The majority is
created indirectly from the production and transportation
of all the things we are buying.”

The Consumption Atlas shows households in areas
straddling the harbour in inner Sydney and the banks
of the Brisbane River in Queensland are the country’s
biggest greenhouse polluters. These areas are closely
followed by: inner-suburban Canberra; Woollahra
and Mosman in Sydney; Southbank and Docklands

in Melbourne; and Fortitude Valley and Newstead in
Brisbane. The lowest greenhouse polluting Australian
households are in Tasmania — in the Derwent Valley,
Kentish and Brighton areas.

“Everything we buy has an impact on the environment,
as all things demand energy, water and other natural
resources to produce. People can make a difference to
their individual contribution to greenhouse pollution by
buying less, wasting less and choosing products that last,”
Mr Berger said.

Food and consumer products, such as clothes, appliances,
furniture and electronics often require large amounts of
energy, water and materials to produce. “It is better to
spend more of our money on services — from sporting-
event tickets to massages — because services in general
demand fewer resources than goods. There is the bonus
that services tend to be more labour intensive or, in other
words, more jobs are being created per dollar output.”

www.acfonline.org.au/custom_atlas/index.html

Find Green businesses & activists

NEW YORK — A new interactive map allows users to find
green businesses and activists around the globe, or find
regions that have received or desperately need some
“green action.”

Sundance Channel has launched the “Eco-mmunity
Map” with custom Google map technology. It's the
second stage of its online environmental forum that
allows users to network and discuss environmental
problems.

Below are some comments:

Michel Gelobter, now president of Redefining Progress, a
nonprofit policy group that promotes sustainable living.
“A lot of what we need to do doesn't have to do with what
you put in your shopping basket,”

“It has to do with mass transit, housing density. It has to
do with the war and subsidies for the coal and fossil fuel
industry.”

Michael Shellenberger, a partner at American Environics,
a market research firm in Oakland, Calif,, said that his
company ran a series of focus groups and was surprised
by the results.

People considered their trip down the Eco Options aisles
at Home Depot a beginning, not an end point.

“We didn't find that people felt that their consumption
gave them a pass, so to speak,” Mr. Shellenberger said.
“They knew what they were doing wasn’t going to deal
with the problems, and these little consumer things
won't add up. But they do it as a practice of mindfulness.
They didn't see it as antithetical to political action.”

Michael Ableman, an environmental author and long-
time organic farmer.“The assumption that by buying
anything, whether green or not, we're solving the
problem is a misperception. Consuming is a significant
part of the problem to begin with. Maybe the solution is
instead of buying five pairs of organic cotton jeans, buy
one pair of regular jeans instead.”

Chip Giller, the founder of Grist.org <http://grist.org/>
“The issue of green shopping is highlighting a division

in the environmental movement: “the old-school
environmentalism of self-abnegation versus this camp of
buying your way into heaven,’

www.greenbiz.com/

Going Too Far!
Here is what a low impact/footprint life should not be, or
be presented as - denial and less quality of life.

Human beings do need material things to sustain
themselves, and yes, to enjoy life. We shouldn't feel guilty
about that, no one wants to live in the 21st century
equivalent of Stalinist Russia, but we do need to address
how we sensibly meet those needs (within the limits

of what one planet can supply), while recognising that
everyone on the planet has the same aspirations.

Is this experiment good for getting people to think
about their lifestyle impacts? Yes. Can this family sustain
this kind of life indefinitely? Probably not. Is this kind of
lifestyle likely to be adopted in the mainstream? Not in a
million years!

Read it for yourself!
www.nytimes.com/2007/03/22/garden/22impact.html|

More on Carbon Offsets

An international industry association representing
companies that retail genuine, certified carbon credits is
being established to differentiate genuine players from
the green wash cowboys. Initiated by Carbon Planet, the
association would only allow membership by certified
carbon retailers that conformed to industry standards.

To be launched in Australia this year, it would likely
include carbon credit retailers Easy Being Green, CO2
Australia, Climate Friendly and Neco - as well as UK
companies Climate Care and The Carbon Neutral
Company.
www.environmentalmanagementnews.net/StoryView.

The cheapest carbon credits available today are from
forestry projects, generally in poor nations. These low
costs -- often below $5/ton of carbon -- reflect the
dramatic disparities in wages, of legal enforcement, and
of the costs of land in many developing nations.

www.greenbiz.com/news/columns_third.cfm
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