
Published by  
Urban Ecology Australia Inc  

105 Sturt St Adelaide 
Phone/Fax (08) 8212 6760 

  urbanec@urbanecology.org.au

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team or Urban Ecology Australia Inc.

 Editorial Team:  Joan Carlin, Michael Robertson, Chérie Hoyle

ww
w.

ur
ba

ne
col

og
y.o

rg.
au The Urban Ecology  

N E W S L E T T E R
U

EA
 U

p
d

a
te

 

Urban Ecology Australia Inc
Contact details:

Office address: 105 Sturt St Adelaide 5000
Telephone/Fax: (08) 8212 6760
Postal address: 105 Sturt St Adelaide SA 5000
Email address: urbanec@urbanecology.org.au
Website: www.urbanecology.org.au
Christie Walk website: www.christiewalk.org.au

Welcome to the first Urban Ecology Australia newsletter for 2007. 
There have been some exciting changes since we last sent you a 

newsletter, but we hope you are managing to keep up-to-date through the 
UEA website (www.urbanecology.org.au).

The AGM for 2005/2006 was delayed so we could use the new Community Room at Christie Walk, and at the same 
time have a party to officially ‘open’ the Christie Walk Stage 3 building. Of course there were still building things to be 
finished but the workers were very cooperative, and a great time was had by those who came along.

A ‘new’ team
The office bearers from the previous year (except Michael Robertson) were retiring so we now have a new team to head 
into a new era for Urban Ecology Australia. It is a mostly ‘new’ team but it is headed by Chérie Hoyle who most of 
you will remember from the early days of UEA. Chérie has had a well deserved break from the Board of UEA while 
concentrating on getting the Christie Walk development finished. She is now feeling refreshed and excited and has lots of 
new ideas. 
Chérie was unanimously elected convener of the new Board. Her team includes Wayne Anthoney, also a former Board 
member, Anne Hamilton, and Michael Robertson who is the UEA webmaster. Some others who are working alongside 
the official Board are Margaret Rohde (site tours & bookkeeper), Joan Carlin (newsletter editor) and Paul Downton 
(public officer and research guru!). We greatly appreciate  Sharon Ede’s work in searching the web and sending articles 
and websites that may be suitable to include in the newsletter. Sophia van Ruth has been co-opted on to the Board of 
UEA. Sophia worked as a volunteer at the original Centre for Urban Ecology at 83 Halifax St and at Ecopolis Architects.

A new ‘home’
Urban Ecology Australia now has a new permanent ‘home’ –  a 17sqm room on the ground floor of the Stage 3 building 
and facing Sturt Street. Plans to set up the Centre are in the development stage and it is expected to officially open in 
March/April 2007. See p 7 for details of the first UEA forum on March 27 from 6-7.30pm.
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How sick is my city? 
So what do we do? Feel fed up? Give up? NO WAY! We talk 
to people we meet at the next table when having lunch in 
the market, or waiting in the Doctor’s surgery, and ask them 
if they’ve seen the film, and tell them what you are doing to 
reduce the amount of Greenhouse Gases you’re emitting. How 
you keep your energy bills low, how you collect water  -  tell 
anyone you meet that it IS possible to make a change,even 
though we live in a society that mostly feels estranged from 
political power.

There has to be a massive change of behaviour from people 
around the earth,  this does not mean it isn’t possible. Silence 
helps the status quo, our voices can change the situation.

As members of UEA I’m asking each and every one of you to 
mention the film and its contents to someone every day. If you 
have the DVD invite friends and family around to look at it. 
And, when they ask you  “what can we do” put them in touch 
with UEA and we will be able to give them information. Just 
please do not sit still and keep quiet. 

OUR PLANET NEEDS YOU!

Chérie Hoyle
Convener

‘An Inconvenient Truth’ DVD is available for loan from the 
Centre for Urban Ecology. Phone 8212 6760 to make a 
booking.

I was elected Convener again at the last AGM (2006), 
after a break of a few years. Work has progressed 
steadily in my absence and we now have a new 

Centre for Urban Ecology at 105 Sturt St. What a great 
time for me to take on the job.

I would like to thank Andrew Tidswell who was the outgoing 
Convener, for his work and thoughts on the future, the previous 
Board of UEA for their care and consideration for our planet, 
and Paul Downton for allowing Urban Ecology to store all its 
worldly goods in his office at Ecopolis Architects.

Back in 1988 I was involved with Paul and his presentations 
at the National Greenhouse Conference which was held in 
all Capital Cities with what I believe was a satellite link-up 
between the cities  -  instead of people using lots of Greenhouse 
Gases to travel off to one city. In 1990 I organised a national 
Greenhouse Conference down at Glenelg  -  ‘Changing the 
Climate of Opinion’. The seriousness of the situation was clear 
even then.

What we don’t want from pollies now is more rhetoric and no 
money budgeted for real change.

I’m sure many of you will have seen  Al Gore’s film “An 
Inconvenient Truth”, but it is also an inconvenient truth for the 
general population. Most people still don’t realise or accept that 
we are facing the greatest threat since humans walked on this 
planet.

The Global Education Centre in association with Urban Ecology Australia 
recently obtained a grant to produce a resource kit:

‘MOVING TOWARDS URBAN SUSTAINABILITY  -  
A RESOURCE FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL AND SECONDARY TEACHERS  

INCORPORATING THE CHRISTIE WALK ECO-PROJECT’. 
The kit looks at the principles behind the development of Christie Walk and issues 
of energy, water, recycling, gardens, community, transport, food miles, consumerism 
are covered.  Each topic has an introduction, followed by ‘at Christie Walk’; 
activities;  and ideas for action. 
The kit will be sold to teachers bringing students on a site tour and can be used for 
follow-up activities in the classroom. It is expected to ready in April 2007.
The resource kit will also be available for purchase from the Centre for Urban 
Ecology.
Please publicise the site tours to your friends, and especially to teachers. Phone  
8212 6760 or 0417 874 517 to make a booking for a student site tour. Site tours for 
the general public are held on the third Sunday of each month from 11am.

Jackgreen announced recently that it had partnered with Paramount Home Entertainment and 
Channel 10 to provide a copy of the film to every secondary school in Australia. The response so far has 

been outstanding, with over 1,500 schools registering to receive their free DVD.
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Christie Walk update
www.christiewalk.org.au

Much has happened at Christie Walk since our last 
newsletter to you. The Apartment Block on Sturt 
Street (known as Christie Walk Stage 3 or 103 Sturt 

Street) is now finished and was officially opened on November 
25th at the AGM of Urban Ecology Australia. All owners 
have ‘settled’ so the Strata Manager will call a meeting to elect 
a Community Strata Corporation, and appoint someone to 
represent it on the Primary Community Corporation.

Now the building is finished there is still plenty to do – 
landscaping, carpark surfacing, building a bicycle shed, putting 
up clothes lines…so the residents won’t be able to get bored!

A large load of mulch was delivered recently and is slowly being 
taken up to the roof garden. Other residents are looking at 
getting pots of plants into the atrium of the Stage 3 building. 

The common room is also getting furnished with wall hangings 
and paintings which greatly improve the acoustics and 
ambience. There was a shared meal in the common room on 
the evening of Australia Day, and weekly yoga classes are led by 
one of the residents. 

There are 4 banks of photovoltaics on the roof of Stage 3 and 
a bank of 8 translucent pvs over the central lightwell. The 
total rated output is just over 5kw. Hot water is produced by 
‘Quantum’ heat pumps which provide hot water for a similar 
energy input to solar with backup.

All the rainwater (and after paving the courtyard,  the 
stormwater) is being collected and goes into the existing tanks 
under the carpark in front of the Stage 1 townhouses.

Stage 3 (103 Sturt Street) from the south. 
Photovoltaics are on the roof of this building

Solar hot water panels on the original 
apartment building

View of the roof garden above  
the Stage 2 apartment block

Echoes of success
In The Adelaide Review (February 16 - March 1, 
2007) Adelaide eco-business consultant  Lou de 
Leeuw describes Christie Walk as ‘a landmark inner 
city environmental project.
‘… the model is the one that we will embrace in the 
future as environmentally appropriate’… ‘Christie 
Walk was a breakthrough development which we’ve 
all learnt from’.
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News in brief
Global Warming Technofixes: Dust and Mirrors
2007.1.27

Dust and Mirrors. An answer to global warming? or a 
distraction from the real issue? The US Government is 
proposing giant space mirrors and reflective dust pumped into 
the atmosphere as ways to tackle global warming. But this may 
be a distraction from the real issue - reducing (US) greenhouse 
emissions.

Stern Report: Climate Change Economic Disaster
2006.10.30

Stern Report (UK) predicts global economic depression unless 
we act now to stop global warming. The Stern Review Final 
Report, released by the UK Government, recommends that 
the World start spending one percent of its GDP to stabilise 
atmopheric greenhouse gases below 550 ppm (CO2e), and so 
avoid higher economic costs, plus environmental and social 
disruption, later on.

World Overshoot Day 2006
2006.10.9

World Overshoot Day is getting earlier every year. As human 
consumption of natural resources increases, World Overshoot 
Day - the day we exceed renewable capacity for a given year 
- gets earlier on the calendar. Overshoot Day 1987 was 19 
December and Overshoot Day 2006 was 9 October.

Howard Visits Christie Walk
2006.8.30

Australian Prime Minister John Howard visits Christie Walk 
- eco-housing development in inner city Adelaide. Howard was 
there to announce the first Solar Cities trial. He was shown 
around the site by Paul Downton, Christie Walk architect. 
There was no indication that the backdrop was in fact Christie 
Walk - media images seemed to imply that the site was at 
Mawson Lakes!

Christie Walk Wins APFED Award
2006.7.31

Christie Walk wins Silver Prize in the Ryutaro Hashimoto 
APFED Awards for 2006. Candidate projects are judged by 
their contribution to the environment; for the development of 
innovative solutions to problems in sustainable development; 
for their involvement of a range of participants across 
government, non-government and private sectors; for being 
practical and easy to understand (hence to replicate).

CSIRO Climate Change Report
2006.5

CSIRO report predicts a hotter, dryer Australia. The report, 
Climate Change Scenarios for Initial Assessment of Risk in 
Accordance with Risk Management Guidance, released this 
month by the Australian Greenhouse Office, examines likely 
climate change impacts on Australia given a global average 
temperature increase of between 0.54 degrees and 1.24 degrees, 
from 1990 to 2030.

CSIRO: Benefits of Early Action on Greenhouse 
Emissions
2006.2

CSIRO report suggests limiting atmospheric CO2 to avoid 
rapid global warming and attendant risks. The CSIRO report, 
Climate Change Impacts on Australia and Benefits of Early Action 
to Reduce Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions, released this month, 
suggests limiting atmospheric CO2 concentrations to avoid 
rapid global warming, and so reduce risk of adverse events, and 
give people and nature more time to adapt.

Nobel Peace Prize nomination
OSLO - Two Norwegian parliamentarians have nominated 
former U.S. Vice President Al Gore for the Nobel Peace Prize 
for raising awareness of climate change. 

Since leaving office in 2001 Gore has lectured extensively 
on the threat of global warming and last year starred in his 
own documentary film “An Inconvenient Truth” to argue for 
immediate action to deal with the problem. 

Support for the Centre for Urban Ecology
Urban Ecology Australia expresses its thanks to the following for supporting the Centre for Urban Ecology and/or 
the Christie Walk Community Corporation with the Stage 3 Christie Walk development:
The Australian Greenhouse Office

SAWater (Sewage recycling) 

Adelaide City Council

Tagara Builders Pty Ltd

Solar Shop

Forbo Floorcoverings Pty Ltd (Marmoleum)

Habitat Bionomic Building Solutions (PV skylight)

Clear Renewable Energy Solutions & Technology - CREST (Translucent photovoltaics)

Ecopolis Architects Pty Ltd
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Currently, when you buy Australian coal, that’s 
all you get - coal. But that doesn’t give us 
much of an advantage over our competitors. 

We should throw in something extra, like help to 
“kick the coal habit”.
Which brings us to Bob Brown.

Some media outlets have recently reported Bob Brown as calling 
for a ban on Australian coal exports. But did he really say this? 
Here’s something he did say:

“Australia should develop a plan, in the next three years, to 
reduce and phase out coal exports. ... The nation should 
rapidly transform to being the world’s largest exporter of solar 
power technology, other renewable energy options and energy 
efficiency technology - creating thousands of jobs and a multi-
billion dollar export income in tandem with the replacement of 
coal.” (Bob Brown media release 2007.2.9)

My comment:
Transforming the Australian economy into a world leader in 
coal-substitution technology is a good idea. For one thing it 
is a more effective way of reducing global carbon emissions 
than simply banning the export of Australian coal (given that 
Australia doesn’t have a monopoly on this material).

A Better Way to Sell Australian Coal
Comment on Senator Bob Brown’s proposal to phase out Australian coal exports

Michael Robertson, 2007.2.20

However, Brown’s proposal to phase out exports of Australian 
coal (whether through prohibition or demand reduction) 
is beside the point. The point is to phase out global coal 
consumption, and to do so in a way that doesn’t penalize the 
Australian economy.

One way to reduce global coal consumption would be to put 
a levy on Australian coal (whether exported or used locally), 
and use the money raised to fund the development of coal-
substitution technology. A levy on Australian coal would 
increase its price, and so push up the world price for coal, 
which in turn would encourage purchase of coal-substitution 
technology.

Such a levy might in fact increase demand for Australian 
coal, by attracting customers away from coal suppliers who 
invested their income in expanding coal production rather 
than in developing coal-substitution technology. After all, if 
you’re dependent on coal but don’t like it, you might as well 
buy your coal from a country that will help free you from that 
dependency, not perpetuate it.

In that case, we should prohibit new Australian coal mines. 
If coal companies want to reinvest their income in projects 
that will grow their business, then let’s help them transform 
themselves into coal-substitution companies.

We’ve heard a lot about ‘sick buildings’, but with global 
warming we need to talk about ‘sick cities’.

So what sort of questions do you ask to find out if your city is 
‘sick’?

• Does your city have ‘vanishing creek syndrome’?
• Are its arteries hardened and clogged full of poisonous 

guided missiles?
• Are its lungs in good health, or are they reduced in size?
• Does it have a steady temperature, or are there ‘hot spots’?

In an email conversation with Richard Register (founder of 
the original Urban Ecology movement in the USA) recently,  I 
was talking (ranting?) about changes that need to be made and 
received this ‘blessing’ from him…

‘Blessed be those who confront thinking 
itself as if it made sense.’

Chérie Hoyle

Sick cities make a sick planet

EARTH HOUR - 7.30pm to 8.30pm - Saturday March 31, 2007

Earth Hour is a fabulous opportunity for you and your family to do something about climate change. On one night, 
in one hour, more will be done, more will be demonstrated, and more will be learned than through a hundred ‘talk-
fests’.  And you can help make it happen.

 What is Earth Hour?
It sounds simple, but it is very, very dramatic. At 7.30pm on March 31st 2007, we will be encouraging companies, 
government departments, individuals and families to turn off their lights for just one hour.  If we meet our objectives 
during the first Earth Hour, the savings in green house gas emissions will be the equivalent of taking 75,000 medium 
sized cars off the road for one whole year! Now that’s something worth doing.
Sign up to Earth Hour and Pledge to turn off your lights on March 31st from 7.30pm to 8.30pm by logging onto

 www.earthhour.org .
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Slowing Global Warming
Over the last 30 years, the world has warmed at an average of 
0.18 degrees C. This is too rapid.

We should slow global warming to below 0.1 degrees C per 
decade, in order to allow humans and nature more time to 
adapt.

Slowing global warming requires reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. For example, to a point where atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases are no longer increasing. 
Currently world greenhouse emissions are over 40 Gt CO2e per 
year. Reducing this to around 20 Gt per year may be enough to 
stabilise atmospheric greenhouse gases.
(Gt = gigatonnes; CO2e = carbon dioxide equivalent)

•    Bring world greenhouse emissions down from 40 Gt CO2e 
per year to 20 Gt CO2e per year between 2010 and 2050. A 
simple schedule would be:

Gt CO2e
2010 40
2020 35
2030 30
2040 25
2050 20

But such a reduction schedule, while significant, may not slow 
global warming very much in the short term. If so, we may 
need to make deeper cuts in world greenhouse emissions, at 
least for the first decade or two. Thus we should:
•   Develop the capacity to make deeper cuts in world greenhouse 
emissions over the next two decades, eg to reduce annual 
emissions to 30 Gt CO2e or less by 2020.

Reducing Greenhouse Emissions
We can reduce greenhouse emissions by:

Reducing consumption of fossil fuels.
Reforming agricultural practices so that agriculture acts as a 
(net) carbon sink rather than source.
Capturing or reducing methane produced from organic 
waste.
Reducing the conversion of forest land to grassland and 
crop land, while increasing the conversion of grassland and 
cropland to forest land.

Reducing Fossil Fuel Consumption
We can reduce fossil fuel consumption by:

Reducing demand for energy. Hence: developing and using 
low-energy buildings, appliances, industrial processes, 
vehicles and transport systems.

•
•

•

•

•

Developing alternative energy resources such as wind and 
solar power.

Developing the Capacity to Reduce Greenhouse 
Emissions
We can increase our capacity to reduce greenhouse emissions by:

Enhancing our capacity for technological innovation.
Hence:

Employing more people to develop and apply new (and 
existing) technologies. For example, more scientists, 
technicians and industrial designers.
Ensuring supply of people able to develop and apply 
technology by enhancing and extending education facilities 
and networks. For example, through universal primary and 
high school education.
Fostering an innovative culture that encourages people to 
seek out new ideas and engage in transformative activities, 
not just in science and technology, but also art, popular 
culture, and life in general.

And by:
Enhancing the ability of the general public to understand 
global warming and related issues; see the need for change; 
engage in the process of developing options and negotiating 
solutions.

Adapting to Global Warming
Global warming and consequent rapid climate change is causing 
disruption to human settlements and natural eco-systems. We 
need to shift resources into adaption measures such as:

Giving poorer human communities greater capacity to 
resettle and rebuild their economy and lifestyles.
Setting aside more land for nature conservation in order to 
offset damage that will be caused by climate change.

Developing the Capacity to Adapt to Global 
Warming
Developing the capacity of humans and nature to adapt to 
global warming will require:

Increasing the capacity of human communities to adjust 
to climate change without needing to resettle. Hence the 
capacity to develop and apply solutions to problems such as 
drought, flooding, salination, etc.
Enabling human communities to resettle when necessary 
(away from areas irrecoverably disrupted by climate 
change). 

Hence: 
Enabling people to reestablish their culture and livelihoods 
in the new settlements. And for existing settlements to take 
on extra population with minimal disruption.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Responding to Global Warming
Michael Robertson

Rapid global warming is disrupting human settlements and natural ecosystems. By slowing global 
warming, and other measures, we can help humans and nature adapt.

For this we need capacity. The political capacity as a community, to face the challenge of global 
warming, negotiate solutions, and reassign shared resources. And the creative capacity to develop and 

apply technology.
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Creating alternative habitats for species disrupted by 
climate change. For example, to provide food supplies for 
polar bears who cannot swim the extra distance to and from 
shrinking ice packs.
Protecting and creating habitats for species disrupted by 
agriculture and other causes, to compensate for disruption 
due to global warming. For example, creating wildlife 
corridors in agricultural regions to connect remnant habitat 
fragments.

Shifting Creative Resources
The current economic system has been quite successful in 
devoting creative resources - the ability of people to develop 
innovative solutions - toward activities that are causing global 
warming.  For example, advertising that promotes unnecessary 
material consumption by the wealthy at the expense of activities 
that would help us slow global warming and adapt to climate 
change - technology development, cultural revitalisation, and 
educational investment.
Investment in education and technology development delivers 
us the capacity to discover and apply specific solutions for 
greenhouse emission reduction and adaptation to climate 
change.
Cultural vitality encourages people to engage in creative 
pursuits and with new ideas, and thus enhances the capacity 
for technological development, and to shift from material and 
energy intensive lifestyles, to less intensive ones. It also gives 
communities greater resilience when needing to resettle, or to 
accomodate new people resettling from elsewhere.

Using a Carbon Tax to Shift Creative Resources
One way of shifting resources from material and energy 
intensive activities, and hence from activities promoting such 
activities, and toward attempts to transform our economy into a 
much less material and energy intensive one, would be a carbon 
tax - a tax on greenhouse emissions.
Such a tax would make material and energy intensive goods 
and services more expensive relative to less energy intensive 
goods and services, and so encourage businesses to shift toward 
producing, and customers towards purchasing, the latter.
The question then is how to spend the proceeds from the tax to 
further our response to global warming.

•

•

Proposal:
We should spend much of the proceeds of 
a greenhouse emissions tax on technology 
development, cultural revitalisation, and investment 
in education, both in Australia and across the world.
Because such spending will foster greater capacity 
to respond to global warming both in the near and 
distant future, by redirecting creative resources into 
activities that are more productive of the kind of 
change we need, and away from pursuits that are 
productive of outcome we don’t need, or that are 
simply not very productive.

No Regrets
Shifting resources into technology development, 
cultural revitalisation, and education investment 
will not merely allow us to better respond to global 
warming, it will empower people, and inspire tham 
to transform their situation, and their relationships 
with the people around them, in creative and 
beneficial ways.
So even if global warming turns out to be less of a 
problem than it seems now - because easy to slow 
down, or because the climatic system causes it to 
slow down regardless of our intervention - we will 
still be glad that it acted as a catalyst to harness 
human resources more productively towards the 
general human good.
Just as we will be glad that it prompted us to harness 
natural resources towards better protection and 
enhancement of natural ecosystems.
2007.3.5

Forum for UEA Members
Topic: Global Warming

Tuesday March 27     6-7.30pm

Christie Walk Community Room  
(south side of the Stage 3 building at 103 Sturt St) 

A chance for UEA members to get together and discuss 
this topic using Michael’s article above to start you 

thinking

Members and friends welcome

RSVP 8212 6760
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From the net
[Editor] Thanks again to UEA member Sharon Ede who monitors the internet and forwards articles of interest to UEA. 

DEVELOPMENT GATEWAY TOPIC : URBAN 
ENVIRONMENT: CHALLENGES TO SUSTAINABILITY

menhttp://topics.developmentgateway.org/special/urbanenviront

The Development Gateway resource was created a few years 
ago, and they take on some of the thorniest issues facing 
human populations around the globe. They have assembled 
a set of top-notch experts to examine the future of urban 
environments from a variety of informed perspectives. They 
bring together perspectives from Gateway members that answer 
questions such as “What are the biggest challenges to cities”. 
There is a “Communities” area, which allows users to view 
information on the role of technology and urban development 
and cities which have adopted certain sustainable technologies.

INUIT PEOPLES ORDERING AIR-CONDITIONING

http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.
cfm?newsid=37558

A report from Oslo indicates that global warming is impacting 
on the Inuit people of the far north. Inuit in the village of 
Kuujjuaq in Quebec, Canada, are installing 10 air conditioners 
for about 25 office workers.  
Arctic homes are made to be airtight for the cold and do not 
‘breathe’ well in the heat with this warming trend. In Kuujjuaq, 
home to 2,000 people, the temperature hit 32˚C in late July. 
If the Inuit are feeling the heat, people further south are 
sweltering too. Billion-dollar shifts in lifestyles in rich nations 
are likely as people adapt to what most scientists say is a 
warming stoked by use of fossil fuels -- affecting demand 
for everything from soft drinks or foods to architecture and 
tourism.

MORE ON GLOBAL WARMING

http://www.greenbiz.com/news/news_third.cfm?NewsID=34458

 A recent report from Washington lists ten major corporations 
who have formed a partnership with four leading 
environmental groups to seek a US cap on greenhouse gas 
emissions along with a reduction of up to 15 percent within 15 
years.  
The broad coalition, known as U.S. Climate Action 
Partnership (USCAP), will set out a very detailed proposal for 
legislation. 
“We expect this action to demonstrate that the political ground 
has shifted fundamentally - that businesses are now joining 
with our  community to urge prompt and strong action by 
Congress to cut global warming pollution,” said Natural 
Resources Defense Council president Frances Beinecke. 

SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION - GETTING THE MESSAGE 
TO YOUTH

The Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention has developed 
a booklet for youth on the topic of sustainable consumption. 
 Sustainable consumption is about making smart choices that 
meet consumer needs in less material and pollution intensive 
ways. For the first time in Canada material on this topic has 
been compiled specifically for youth between 14 and 18 years 
old. 
You can download the booklet “Consume This – Buying That 
Matters” from www.c2p2online.com/youth 

SACRAMENTO’S SHADE CRUSADE 
About 375,000 shade trees have been given away to city 
residents in the past 16 years, and there are plans to plant at 
least 4 million more.   
Shade trees strategically planted around a house can reduce 
home air-conditioning bills by about 30 percent in hot, dry 
cities, according to US Energy Department research.

 Source: http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/
blaine+harden/ 

THE WORLD’S MOST POLLUTED PLACES

http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.
cfm?newsid=40043

Go to the website if you would like to see the list of the 10 
most polluted places.

GREEN ROOFS FOR FRESH FOOD 
Australia’s future green roofs will soon be producing healthy 
fresh food from recycled organic wastes. 

This is the aim of a unique and innovative urban organic 
waste management pilot project led by Central Queensland 
University (CQU). 

The pilot project is expected to provide leadership for Australia 
in “food from the roof” aspects of green roof technology. 

For further information: 
www.uninews.cqu.edu.au/op001-1.php?ra=1161842765&id=3773

PUTTING A PRICE TAG ON NATURE

http://www.latimes.com/features/magazine/west/la-tm-greenies06feb
11,0,7457674.story?coll=la-home-magazine  
Environmentalists and investment bankers are working together 
to put a price tag on nature. The new ‘greens’ think that human 
beings are ready to start paying for Mother Nature’s services—
and that calculating their financial worth will save the planet.

http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=37558
http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=37558
http://www.greenbiz.com/news/news_third.cfm?NewsID=34458
www.c2p2online.com/youth  
www.c2p2online.com/youth  
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/blaine+harden/
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/blaine+harden/
http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=40043
http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=40043
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/blaine+harden/
http://www.latimes.com/features/magazine/west/la-tm-greenies06feb11,0,7457674.story?coll=la-home-magazine
http://www.latimes.com/features/magazine/west/la-tm-greenies06feb11,0,7457674.story?coll=la-home-magazine
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More from the net
TRANSPORT

VEHICLE FUELS

California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has signed an executive 
order to reduce carbon emissions from transportation fuels, a 
move intended to widen the development and use of alternative 
vehicle fuels in the nation’s biggest state.  
The order, the first of its kind in the United States, sets a 
standard to cut carbon levels in vehicle fuels by at least 10 
percent by 2020. 

http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.
cfm?newsid=39911

HOW TO SLOW TRAFFIC (this should create some 
discussion – who will be the first to put their baby 
pusher out in front of the cars coming around 
Whitmore Square at more than 50kmph?!)
Mental Speed Bumps is the remarkable story of an (almost) 
simultaneous discovery. Working on different sides of the 
world, in different cultural settings, Hans Monderman and 
David Engwicht both stumbled onto a radical new way to tame 
neighbourhood traffic.

Hans Monderman, a traffic engineer working in Holland , 
discovered that removing all traffic signs, speed humps, line 
markings and traffic lights dramatically reduced traffic speeds 
and actually made streets safer. This new approach to street 
design has been applied in over 30 cities and villages in Europe.

In Australia David Engwicht, a social inventor noticed that a 
child playing on the sidewalk can be more effective at slowing 
traffic than a speed hump. 

Mental Speed Bumps: The smarter way to tame traffic 
explains the full array of mental speed bumps and how they 
automatically slow drivers. It contains practical, down-to-
earth ideas for residents, parents, health professionals and city 
planners. Some ideas are so simple they are child’s play.
Source: www.mentalspeedbumps.com

PORTLAND, AFTER ALL, LOVES TO RIDE

The population of Portland city is 560,000 with the population 
of the metropolitan region almost two million. The city is 
laced with electric streetcars, light rail and buses under TriMet, 
the regionwide system that unites most of the various modes. 
It boasts that it has more riders than public transit systems in 
bigger cities like Seattle, Denver and Miami. 

You might like to look at an article in NYT on their new aerial 
tramway and at other websites below..
http://tinyurl.com/3548j9

http://www.rickrise.com

http://www.bicyclefixation.com

http://www.newcolonist.com

GET ON YOUR BIKE WITH THE CYCLING ADELAIDE 
PROGRAM 
Cycling Adelaide aims to encourage and support city based 
workers to cycle to work.  
Participants receive free CycleSafe workshops, Cycling Adelaide 
newsletters, an offer of discounted Bicycle SA membership, 
ongoing support from the cycling community and fun social 
rides.  
To be eligible for the Cycling Adelaide program you must 
currently work in the Adelaide CBD, live within 15 kilometres 
of the city, and be driving to work but willing to ride a bicycle. 
On-line registration for the Cycling Adelaide program is 
available now! Just log onto:
 http://www.cyclingadelaide.com.au/
and complete the registration form and survey.

BICYCLES MORE POPULAR
Bicycles extended their sales lead over cars in 2006, with 
Australian bicycle sales hitting a new record of almost 1.3 
million while car sales declined from the previous year.

Bicycle sales topped one million for the fifth year in a row. In 
2006, 32 per cent more bicycles were sold than motor vehicles.  
http://www.rideabike.com.au/content/blogsection/1/9/

PEDALS FOR PROGRESS

www.p4p.org <http://www.p4p.org  
Pedals for Progress collects old bicyles which would otherwise 
end up in landfill. It has received, processed and donated over 
100,000 bicycles, 793 used sewing machines and $10.8 million 
in new spare parts to partner charities in 28 countries. 

Pedals for Progress promotes bicycle repair businesses in the 
developing world. Typically, a community owned non-profit 
bike store will get the first containerized cargo shipment for 
free (about 450 bicycles), but that repair store then has to earn 
enough money selling the repaired bikes to pay for the next 
shipment. 

OPERATION ALADDIN, ‘NEW LAMPS FOR OLD’!!!
http://www.thecarconnection.com/Auto_News/Green_Car_News/Honda_F1_

Goes_Green.S196.A11967.html 

Formula One racing is renowned for the money from 
advertising and sponsorship. Companies pay huge sums of 
money to have their logos on the cars, but in the new season 
that’s all changing for one team. 

In place of the sponsor’s name, Honda’s cars will simply feature 
a huge image of the earth. But the new livery is also part of a 
call to action for everyone to help address global environmental 
issues. A key part of the campaign is the opportunity for 
members of the public to have their own names on the car via 
the website 
http://www.myearthdream.com/
Fans can make a pledge to change their lifestyle to improve the 
environment and donate money to a green charity. In return, 
their name will form a tiny individual pixel on the F1 car which 
will help build the image of planet earth and be visible under a 
microscope.

http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=39911
http://www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?newsid=39911
http://www.mentalspeedbumps.com
http://tinyurl.com/3548j9
http://www.rickrise.com
http://www.bicyclefixation.com
http://www.newcolonist.com
http://www.cyclingadelaide.com.au/
http://www.rideabike.com.au/content/blogsection/1/9/
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