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UEA Update
Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting was held on 23 July 2005 and a new Board was elected.   At
the subsequent Board Meeting the following Office Bearers were appointed:
Convenor: Andrew Tidswell
Secretary: Julia Winefield
Treasurer: Margaret Rohde
Website Manager: Michael Robertson
Public Officer: Paul Downton
Some minor changes to the Rules of the Association (Constitution) were approved including
reducing the size of the Board and the minimum frequency of Board meetings.

Membership
Membership categories were retained except for the removal of the Institutional membership
category.
Annual subscriptions were updated as follows:

Ordinary membership $  40
Concessional membership $  20
Life membership $250
Corporate membership $550
Sustaining membership $  20 (+ $10 per month or equivalent on a frequency to
be negotiated)

Our intention is to generally standardise memberships to be due in July and we would be
happy to arrange pro-rata subscriptions to suit particular joining dates. This will reduce our
office administrative work so we can concentrate our efforts on the business of Urban
Ecology Australia.

We encourage members to renew their membership as we enter a new phase of the work
of UEA, focusing more on what we can do to progress the development of eco-cities.
Please ring or email for a membership form to join as a new member or to renew your
membership. You can also download the membership form from the website.

Contact us
Urban Ecology Australia has relocated its office to the premises of Ecopolis Architects.

Contact details are now:
Office address: Ecopolis Architects 123 Sturt Street Adelaide
Telephone: (08) 8212 6760
Facsimile: (08) 8410 1233
Postal address: PO Box 6698 Halifax Street Adelaide SA 5000
Email address: urbanec@urbanecology.org.au
Website: www.urbanecology.org.au

Website
We have created a Board position of Website Manager reflecting the importance we place
on our website as a focus for information and communications on urban ecology matters.

Your involvement
We welcome the involvement of all members in the work of Urban Ecology Australia.
There is a range of ways you can support our important work.
• Ideas and suggestions for action, activities.
• Write articles for the Newsletter and the website.
• Undertake research on a range of topics.

Please contact us!
Andrew Tidswell
Convenor UEA

Newsletters
To reduce postage and handling costs this will be the last mass mail-out of UEA
Newsletters.   In its place we will email more regular Newsletters to those members
who have email addresses.   We will still post Newsletters to members who don’t
have email access and still require a hard copy version.
Please let us know your up-to-date email address or if you need information
posted.
(NB the pics in this newsletter will be in colour on the website)
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Urban Ecology Australia has relocated its office from the
Global Education Centre in the Torrens Building in Victoria
Square to  the premises of Ecopolis Architects at 123
Sturt Street Adelaide.

This move gives us a base from which to continue the
important activities we have been pursuing, namely the
on-going site tours of Christie Walk, the submissions on a
range of environmental and sustainability issues, the
development of the Urban Ecology website and the
participation in forums where our voice is important to be
heard.

We welcome members’ ideas for involvement in these
areas, and we also invite your consideration and comment
on the following suggestions which have been made in
recent times:

Towards the future
• A publication “What is a Sustainable City, and how do

we get there from here?”   Matt Fisher proposed this
some time ago as a practical guide to what is possible
for Adelaide and other Australian cities.

• Development of project material for schools on urban
ecology issues.   Margaret Rohde and Joan Carlin are
working with the Education Officer at the Global Educa-
tion Centre to produce a kit for students, and there are
opportunities to develop other resources for education
programs.

• A spot on community radio.
• Your suggestions. . . . . .

Awards
The Ramsay Rebuild
Ecopolis Architects (Principal Architect Dr Paul Downton),
in association with architect Emilis Prelgauskas and
landscape architects Taylor, Cullity, Lethlean  recently
won the Ramsay Rebuild design competition run by
PARAQUAD SA, a division of the Paraplegic and
Quadriplegic Association of SA.

Contestants were required to design and present
affordable, sustainable (minimum 7.5 star rating) and
wheelchair-accessible house designs usable by people
with spinal cord injury.

The jury, made up of architects, a landscape architect
and experts in the accessible housing and sustainable
design fields, was ‘impressed with the way this entry
attended to every aspect of the design brief’.’

World Habitat Award 2005
The Christie Walk EcoCity Project was selected as a
finalist in the World Habitat Award 2005, and will be
included in the 2006 Calendar which has worldwide
distribution.

Site tours & visitors
Christie Walk continues to attract visitors – some come on
regular site tours ; others to look and learn as guests and
friends of residents.

Recently we had three visitors from Melbourne who
were in Adelaide at the IFOAM conference; Mike Hill from
the Westwyck project in Brunswick, Moreland City Council
Mayor Mark Higginbotham and Professor Alan Rogers.

Alan Richards and his wife came to look at Christie
Walk and to talk about the Nylex Freewater Ultra Slimline
Modular Rainwater Tank system. (see article on p7)

Since the last newsletter we have had visits from
Adelaide’s Lord Mayor Michael Harbison, Councillor Sue
Clearahan and Councillor Anne Moran.

Paul Downton has had ongoing discussions with SA
Water about trialling a biolytic sewage treatment plant at
the time of construction of Stage 3.  Adelaide City Council
agreed to accept the treated water pumped along Sturt
Street to be used in sub-surface watering in Whitmore
Square.

We have held a number of site tours for students at
school and university level, including students from Geffs
Cross, Nairne Primary School, Wilderness School, Trinity
College, Paralowie School, UniSA Environmental Studies.

The youngest children we have shown around were
from the Sturt Street Community School, and ranged in
age from 5years to 8years. They particularly enjoyed the
vegetable garden and nibbled on mulberries or broad
beans! The roof garden was also very popular especially
as they could see their school and also the Mosque. They
sent a delightful thankyou card to ‘the people of Christie
Walk’!

Two special tours were arranged for Adelaide City
Council  (for visitors from China and Penang), and for the
TAFE Sustainability Conference.

 AWARD FOR FOOTPRINTING
In July, Dr. Mathis Wackernagel, Executive Director of
Global Footprint Network, was awarded the Herman Daly
Award by the US Society for Ecological Economics. Dr.
Wackernagel was greatly honored to receive this award,
and emphasized that it recognizes the value of the
Ecological Footprint as an important tool for ecological
accounting.
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/newsletters/

footprint_network_1-8-2.html
[Many of you will remember the visit to Adelaide by Mathis
Wackernagel]
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Christie Walk update

Work on Christie Walk Stage 3 was held up
for several months due to the discovery of
some contamination on the site. Removal

of contaminated soil was completed but heavy rain
in early November again delayed the project.

On the other hand the ongoing wet weather has
been great for the gardens! In the vegie patch,
broad beans are finished; runner beans, zucchini,
tomatoes, capsicums, aubergines are growing; and
the many lettuces, spinach and chard are
flourishing. Fruit trees are all in leaf and we watch
keenly for signs of fruiting to help us identify them!

Our team of ‘builders’ have  finished a stone wall
along the western side of the ‘kitchen garden’ and
work is proceeding on a similar wall on the eastern
side. Paving has been extended around the ‘Roman
Hut’.

Climbers, in particular Hardenbergia violacea,
Kennedia nigricans and Kennedia coccinea have
almost covered the eastern wall of the site, and
groundcovers and other native plants are thriving.

Native grasses are flowering on the roof garden
and we are getting climbers going on the fences so
in a year or so we can take down the shade cloth
that is giving protection to the plants as they get
established.

Kitchen Garden in winter 2005 – peas, lettuces, spinach,
rhubarb, and end-of -season capsicums on the compost bin.

Lighter moments!  –
bottling wine!

Estaban & Luciano – just married!
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W alking down Flinders Lane in Melbourne on a
sunny Monday morning, I noticed a small group of
school students looking up at the buildings,

discussing with each other place names, and pointing to
planter boxes on balconies overhead.

With curiosity and spontaneity, an approach was made to
ask the students what they were doing. Only minutes before
commuting to work on the train, I was reading a Richard
Register article about eco-city mapping. The boys told me
they were undertaking an exercise called “City Experience.”
One eager student said they were identifying place names
and marking them on a map. Clearly marked on their maps
were the names, Flinders Lane and Centre Place.  I wished
the boys good luck and said goodbye.

Walking along Flinders Lane with the spring sunshine
illuminating the streetscape, my thoughts centred on:
“What are the signs of an emerging eco-city? And how in this
age of technological advancement, can we connect with other
emerging eco-cities to be inspired by the work of others, to
celebrate our achievements, and to focus on our future work
to help build sustainable and just communities.”

More than 10 years ago, I volunteered time to work with
Urban Ecology Australia on the Halifax Eco-City Project in
Adelaide. Vivid memories of lavish, home cooked, organic
lunches remind me of a
happy time, with passion
uniting eco-city architects,
interns and the founders of
Urban Ecology – Cherie
Hoyle and Paul Downton. It
was indeed a memorable
time – an experience fused
with spirit, laughter and
community. Little did I know
at the time, that the
experience was to form the foundation for my own
personal and career development in the field of
sustainable community design. Maybe I did know, but like
ancient wisdom, it’s there to learn from, if we choose.

Village Well
Like a lot of things in Life, history repeats itself, and now the
time is right for me to begin, or continue the work of
developing eco-cities with another organisation – Village
Well.

Village Well, based in Melbourne, is a progressive
communication and cultural change organisation that is
recognised as one of Australia’s leading facilitators in
creating sustainable communities and businesses.
Village Well ask:

How can we move beyond the rhetoric, dropping our
personal agendas, and activate new measurements of
sustainable progress? How do we enrich the lives of our local
communities, local businesses, youth and elders? How can
we access the knowledge, leadership, wisdom and creativity
in our communities?

Village Well weaves a connection between many
disciplines: Community, Government, Business,
Environment, Urban Design, Culture and Deep Ecology. We
help communities realise and implement their vision of a
positive future by creating cooperative partnerships and
accessible forms of communication.

Led by the colourful and inspirational Gilbert Rochecouste,
Village Well has talented, dynamic and innovative place
making and cultural change practitioners inspired to create a

Time for a new story...
better world. From town centre renewal, to business retail
development, community building and practical sustainability
projects, Village Well has established a network of change
across Australia, with more than 1000 businesses
experiencing the unique and authentic processes that unleash
the creative capacity of teams to create vibrant and
sustainable cultures. In particular, regeneration projects such
as St Arnaud in regional Victoria provide support to rural
communities in the hinterland where sustainable solutions are
just as important as they are in major cities.

Green Streets program
Conceptualised as a result of Village Well’s mainstreet
renewal work, Green Streets is Australia’s first integrated
sustainable mainstreet program. This innovative program was
piloted in Smith Street, Collingwood between September 2003
and September 2004. Twenty small businesses were involved
in a series of workshops, training and audits to transform their
business practices. Hands-on tools and processes assist the
traders to manage their businesses in a sustainable manner
that is practical, profitable, decreases ecological footprint and
promotes community participation to raise the awareness of
sustainable business practice.

The program is unique in its deliberate integration of
economic, environmental, social and cultural initiatives. The

current Green Streets
program is running in the
Rose Street Precinct in
Essendon. Assessing
sustainable behavioural
change is a key objective
of the program, and while
sustainability
assessments can
determine areas of
immediate retrofit

improvements, surveying the attitudes of business traders for
long-term behaviour change addresses the link between the
human dimension and a sustainable culture.

The results of the Village Well projects and programs allow
communities to experience a sense of purpose and place.
The strategic partnerships between community, businesses
and local government assist to build dynamic and diverse
communities that are able to embrace sustainable choices
appropriate to their needs.

The culture of collaboration unites creative and motivated
people to build those “urban fractals” that will eventually
converge to truly make eco-cities, towns and communities a
reality and not just a vision.

Adam Johnstone is the Green Streets Program Manager
with Village Well. He was a volunteer with Urban Ecology
Australia in 1993-94, and has worked with State and Local
government on environmental policies, projects and
programs, and most recently developed wind farms in Victoria
and South Australia. This article is intended to inspire all
people committed to building safe, healthy and vibrant
communities. For more information on Village Well or the
Green Streets program, please visit our websites or give us a
call. We’d be pleased to help make more eco-cities a reality.

Village Well
Ross House, Level 4, 247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne VIC 3000
Phone: (03) 9650 0080  Fax: (03) 9650 0477
Email: info@villagewell.org
www.villagewell.org
www.greenstreets.com.au

How can we move beyond the rhetoric,

dropping our personal agendas,

and activate new measurements

of sustainable progress?…
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Sustainability Issues
A sustainable planet - a future for Australia
The Hawke Lecture for 2005 was presented by Greg
Bourne CEO of WWF Australia. He posed some questions
and challenged the large audience in Adelaide (over 1000
people) to change our ways and work to reduce Australia’s
ecological footprint (the largest in the world).

“Do we feed the consumption behemoth until our planet
reaches a point of exhaustion? Or do Australians
rediscover the pioneering spirit that forged a nation? The
new era that we must now create together is a sustainable
one. One in which we have a thriving economy, a thriving
society and a thriving environment.

The skills for a sustainable way of life may be our most
valuable export to the rest of the world."
Greg Bourne’s lecture is up at:
<www.hawkecentre.unisa.edu.au/events/lectures/
2005AHL.htm>

Adelaide Fringe Festival 2006
In an interview on Channel 10 it was announced that  the
theme for the Fringe next year is environmental
sustainability.  A new $1.4m sponsorship from BankSA
has secured the festival's long term future and the major
sponsor has promised that the theme of sustainability will
not be corrupted.

Building Sustainable Cities: Scandinavia’s
“Eco-Municipalities” show the way
‘Sustainable Sweden’ Tours are being run to some of the
country’s 70 “eco-municipalities.” These communities are
using a holistic, democratic planning process called the
Natural Step framework (TNS).
North Americans are starting to look at Sweden for both
models and methods of sustainability and the tours and
concepts are now drawing community leaders from a
number of cities and towns across the US and Canada.

[from an article by Miranda Spencer in E Magazine, a
SustainableBusiness.com Content Partner]

Proposed Australian Sustainability
Commission

Climate change a serious business risk for
financial industry

Snippets
Green Tourism in Japan
The phrase green tourism started coming into use in Japan
around 1992 and  is now considered a key to establishing
communication and cooperation between urban and rural
areas. It also plays a considerable part in enhancing Japan’s
appeal to tourists from overseas who would like to get beyond
its mega-cities like Tokyo and Osaka and experience its
traditional culture and natural beauty.

Promoting interchanges and cooperation between urban
cities and rural (agricultural, mountain and fishing) villages
through green tourism is significant in two ways. First, it can
deepen people’s understanding of rural communities and
create a framework to conserve the rural environment. Green
tourism can provide urban dwellers, who tend to live in total
isolation from nature, with opportunities to have first-hand
experiences at the actual sites of food production.

Green tourism helps bring people and money back to rural
regions from cities, thereby contributing to the protection and
revitalization of rural regions. One good example involves an

urban-rural cooperative program to preserve terraced paddy
fields. Here, urban residents have established a sponsoring
system in which they provide funds and visit sponsored rice
fields several times a year to plant seedlings, weed and
harvest the rice, thereby helping farmers during the busiest
times of the year.
[edited from http://www.furusato.or.jp/eng/
(Staff Writer Hiroyo Hasegawa)]

AUSTRALIAN cities are severely congested, in danger of
running out of water and rapidly consuming the nation's
limited energy sources, according to a parliamentary report
painting a bleak picture of Australia's future.
The Sustainable Cities report called for a national body
and charter to set and monitor new policies to deal with the
challenges.
The charter would set national targets in water, transport,
energy, building design and planning, and the proposed
Australian Sustainability Commission would provide
incentive payments to states and territories that met
targets.
[edited from an article in The Age by Nassim Khadem
Canberra  September 13, 2005]

Global warming will cause massive increases in insurance
costs, according to two major finance reports out of the
EU. Reducing carbon emissions, however, could bring the
costs down by 80%.

Both reports have forecast increased costs from
damage caused by floods, storms and heat waves, and
call for immediate action from governments and the
financial industry to avoid crippling insurance implications.
The Association of British Insurers (ABI) report
<www.allianzglobalinvestors.com/adam/dp/cda/0,,841453-

44,00.html>
predicts as much as a two-thirds increase in the cost of
cleaning up after climate change by 2080, and argues that
policy makers should incorporate these financial
assessments into a cost-benefit analysis of options.

The joint report from the World Wildlife Fund and
international financial services provider Allianz Global
Investors also calls for clear political framework at an
international level to slow climate change.

EUROPE 2005: The Ecological Footprint
At the European Parliament, WWF and Global Footprint
Network recently launched EUROPE 2005: The Ecological
Footprint, a report showing that Europe uses 20 percent of
the biosphere's services to serve seven percent of the
world's population - a resource demand that has risen
nearly 70 percent since 1961.
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One Planet Many People: Atlas of Our
Changing Environment
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has
produced One Planet Many People: Atlas of Our Changing
Environment in collaboration with other agencies such as
the US Geological Survey and the US space agency
(Nasa). This atlas reveals some of the dramatic
transformations that are occurring to our planet. It
compares and contrasts satellite images taken over the
past few decades with contemporary ones.
"The battle for sustainable development, for delivering a
more environmentally stable, just and healthier world, is
going to be largely won and lost in our cities," said Klaus
Toepfer, UNEP's executive director.
"Cities pull in huge amounts of resources including water,
food, timber, metals and people. They export large
amounts of wastes including household and industrial
wastes, waste water and the gases linked with global
warming."

<http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/4607053.stm>
The atlas was released to mark World Environment Day.

A summer solstice idea from Japan
A growing number of Japanese are questioning the 20th
century-type of world based on mass consumption of
materials, information and energy. Governments and
municipalities often encourage change, while many
companies and citizens' groups are also active in heir own
ways.

During the past few years, a new type of activity has
been emerging in Japan, inspired by concepts such "Take
small steps," "We are not alone if we do it together," "Pass
on the inspiration," and "Take it easy and enjoy the
moment."

Easy for anyone to join and fun to share with friends
and family, these types of activity are spreading. Through
them, many people are starting to experience a change in
their sense of time and in their attitudes, and to rediscover
a sense of unity with their family, friends, community and
the Earth. These activities also give people a chance to
question the assumptions underlying the world's current
economy -- such as the growth-centered, efficiency-first
principle, mass production and mass consumption – and to
reconsider what real happiness is and how we really want
to live our lives.
http://www.candle-night.org/2005summer/english/whats.html

We in Australia could adapt these ideas on December 21 –
Candle Night Summer Solstice 2005.
• Turn out your lights for two hours on the summer

solstice, December  21st, eight to ten p.m.
• Do something special – read a book with your child by

candlelight; enjoy a quiet dinner with a special person.
• This night can mean many things for many people: a

time to save energy, to think about peace, to think about
people in distant lands who share your planet.

More from the net
[Editor] As UEA member Sharon Ede monitors the internet she forwards articles of interest to UEA.

We are grateful to her as it saves a lot of time and effort!

The American Dream speeds toward
gridlock and worse
Culture Change reports on rising traffic congestion in the
U.S., resulting in 79 million more hours plus 69 million
more gallons of fuel wasted in 2003 than in 2002.
On hearing this new traffic study news, mainstream media
hinted strongly that more roads would have to be built.
It is well known that the more roads that get built, the less
time people have and that "Traffic expands to fill available
road space." Our loss of time for personal and community
living, thanks to transporting ourselves far from our
neighbourhoods to work for others' profit, is so normal that
people applaud this nightmare.
<http://www.culturechange.org>

An example of revitalising Adelaide (see article on pp8/9)

Street Unpaving –
Regent Street South,
City of Adelaide
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Free Water for a Shared Garden
Always on the lookout for ways in which to reduce the
impact of our human footprint, the Inner City Housing Co-
operative (INCH) community seized an opportunity to put
in a submission to Adelaide City Council when the Council
Water Conservation Scheme came up for review.

The review produced some pleasing results, and here is
the story of how INCH has benefited:

Eight units share an enclosed garden providing fruit,
herbs some vegetables, native plants for birds, bees and
butterflies, with some exotics for aesthetic value.

There is no room for large rainwater tanks, so after
exploring and rejecting several schemes, we met Alan
Richards of Freewater, who is the inventor/producer of
ultra slimline tanks, each with a capacity of around 220
litres. His tanks fitted our garden perfectly, tucked in
between plants. Each tank is only 19cm deep.

The only problem was, ACC will only give rebates on
units of 1000 litres or more! No problem, said Alan, we link
together sets of five or more tanks, and claim each set as
a unit.

After some further negotiation with Steve Mudge, ACC
biodiversity officer, we were given permission to claim on
linked units that make up the required volume.

We now anticipate maintaining our shared garden from
collected rainwater. To date each roof has put around
35,000 litres of water into the stormwater system every
year.

Our tanks hold just under 6,000 litres and can be filled
around 16 times a year from rainfall. Bring on the rain!

The cost of installing 24 tanks, with leaf eaters and first
flow diverters etc. was $6,466, and we are currently
awaiting a rebate of $4650 from ACC.

The hard work has certainly paid off, and it will be nice if
other Co-operatives, especially those in the City, decide to
take advantage of the excellent Conservation Scheme trial
on offer by the Adelaide City Council.
The Murray River will be better off!
Yvonne Maher Chair of INCH

[Since this was written the rain came with a vengeance and all
the Inch tanks overflowed!]

A view of some of the INCH
tanks

Community Gardens
A group of keen gardeners with support from Adelaide City
Council community development officer, Iwona Pattison,
have met on three occasions to look at finding a site for a
community garden in the City of Adelaide. The process
has been slow and frustrating! Anyone who would like to
pursue this idea should contact Iwona on 8203 7917.
These pics were taken by Hilary Hamnett and should
inspire us to continue the search for a suitable site!

Spiral herb garden
Flinders Uni

Keyhole garden
Flinders Uni
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by Michael Robertson
See longer version (submission to the SA Planning Strategy, August 2005)  at: <www.urbanecology.org.au/articles/
revitalisingadelaide.html>

Revitalising Metropolitan Adelaide (short version)

Introduction

Adelaide’s urban environment can be improved by
reducing motor vehicle traffic, greening local
streets and making them safer for children,

calming main roads, and revitalising urban centres with
mixed use development.

Urban Centres
Increasing the range of activities and facilities at urban
centres will make them more interesting places for locals
and visitors and better integrate the life of the city with its
public transport system, thus reducing car dependency.

Urban centres can be revitalised with a mixture of
residential, commercial and community functions.
Residential development should cater for a range of
income groups and lifestyles. Commercial development
should encourage enterprises of all kinds to cluster side by
side. Community facilities such as libraries and meeting
places will pack in more activity, and allow centres remain
active after the shops close.

Residential units suffused throughout an urban centre
improve security through passive surveillance, and by
preventing the public space feeling “abandoned” after-
hours.

The outdoor spaces at urban centres, especially where
activity focuses, should consist of gardens filled trees and
other vegetation, and threaded by pedestrian and cycle
paths. Surface carparks, if any, should be small and
located at the periphery.

Regional Centres
Regional centres should be upgraded to provide many of
the functions that the Metropolitan Centre now provides
such as a comprehensive range of shops and other
services, offices for government departments and major
firms, and (active) cultural facilities. The shopping facilities
at most regional centres are fairly well developed. But
office and cultural facilities need to be increased.

The mix of shops should include a range of more
marginal or experimental shops, eg shops which emerge
as an extension of people’s hobbies. Setting aside shop-
space with low rental for alternative, specialised ventures
will add to the variety and character of commercial activity
at these centres.

The Metropolitan Centre
The Metropolitan Centre (the CBD) should give priority for
specialised activities that need a metropolitan-wide
catchment to support them. Offices in the metro centre
should be used to bring together people in specialised
areas to work together and share ideas, perhaps one or
two days a week, while spending remaining work-time at
regional offices, or local telecommuting centres closer to
homes.

Facilities such as cheap studio and gallery space
dedicated to experimental arts and cultural activities, will
help Adelaide emulate larger cities in its cultural and
artistic life.

Local Centres
Local centres within walking distance of homes should
pack in a variety of services and workplaces, to enable

many people to walk to work, and in general to reduce
people’s need to leave their local area on a daily basis,
thus increasing the life of local areas as well as reducing
car use.

Local Shopping Centres
Small shopping centres offering a variety of products
should be established within walking distance of most
homes.

 “Mail runs” several times a day could supply a shop
with a large variety of goods from regional, multi-product
warehouses, so that shops could be supplied within an
hour or two of putting in a restocking order. This will allow
shops to maintain smaller inventories with a greater variety
of goods in limited storage space.

Just-in-time, online information about all products sold
will increase the effective knowledge of staff and
customers about a wide variety of products.

Better designed appliances, eg with greater
standardisation of components between brands, will
enable small workshops to service a greater variety of
models.

Telecommuting Centres
Telecommuting centres (with shared internet and office
facilities) should be established across the metropolitan
area – at shopping centres, schools, colleges, hospitals,
railway stations, bus interchanges, etc, to allow more
people to walk to work.

Whole-of-Government Offices
Small, whole-of-government offices should be established
within walking distance of most homes. To provide a one-
stop government service-point for all three levels of
government, and as telecommuting centres for
government and other workers living locally.

To allow a small staff to be conversant with the
functions of all government departments for the purpose of
assisting the public, the complexity of government-public
interaction should be reduced. For example,the large
variety of forms for people to fill out should be consolidated
into a smaller set, so that a single government worker can
be familiar with all of them.

Car Parks
Many urban centres are blighted by (mostly treeless)
surface car parks. The  land set aside for car parks can be
reduced by building multi-story car parks and by shifting
people from cars onto public transport, bicycles and
footpaths, and reused for buildings and gardens.

Remaining surface carparks should have permeable (eg
dirt surfaces), and be filled with trees and other vegetation,
to allow them to serve as green space.

The Transport System
Currently the people-movement task in Adelaide is
dominated by the private car, due to the poor service
offered by public transport, road environments that
discourage pedestrians and cyclists, and urban sprawl
which increases the distances people must travel to
access workplaces, shops and other facilities. Improving
public transport and road environments, and reversing
urban sprawl, will reduce the number of cars in daily use,
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and free up land for gardens, buildings and other uses that
enhance the life of the city.

Local Streets
In order to improve the walkability and “cyclability” of local
streets, traffic speeds should be slowed, and the quality of
the road environment improved through increased density
of vegetation.

Local streets should be safe for children to play on.
Thus cars on local streets should be slowed to 30 km/h or
less to enable them stop quickly. Hence the need for
speed limits combined with physical traffic calming
features such as speed humps and chicanes.

Many Adelaide streets with low traffic densities are
unnecessarily wide. Reducing the width of carriage ways
and the number of paved car parking spaces (eg by
allowing parking on nature strips), will make more room for
trees and other vegetation.

Main Roads
Main roads are often unpleasant environments due to
noise and air pollution from motor-vehicle traffic. Reducing
motor vehicle traffic will improve the local environment and
free up road space for cycle lanes, and bus (and truck)
priority lanes.

The speed limit on main roads should be reduced, eg
from 60 to 50 km/h, in order to increase safety for all road
users, especially pedestrians and cyclists.

Road Use Charging
Congestion is an effective limiter for traffic on main roads,
but it causes pollution and consumes fuel. Instead, road-
use charging should be used, with prices set to keep traffic
density within acceptable limits during peak periods.

Cameras at major intersections could read bar codes on
cars that identify prepaid accounts, and deduct a small fee
as the car goes past.

Cycle Lanes
Cycling has a great potential in Adelaide as a cheap, non-
polluting alternative to the car and an activity that keeps
riders fit and healthy.

Cycle lanes on main roads should be safe and easy to
use. They should be continuous – not disappear suddenly,
dropping cyclists into other traffic. Where cyclists and
motor vehicles are expected to share lanes, this should be
clearly indicated, so that drivers will anticipate and respect
cyclists in their path.

Public Transport
To make the public transport network an effective
substitute for car-use, public transport services should be
made more frequent, faster, and more reliable. The public
transport system should be easy to use, and should
minimise the need for passengers to consult timetables to
organise their journey.

Creating bus priority lanes and intersections will make
buses more reliable, and shorten journey times.

Headways of 10 minutes or less on most routes most of
the time will allow many passengers to use the system
without need for timetables and with the assurance of a
good connection between services.

When, because of low demand, scheduled headways
increase beyond 10 minutes, the schedule should be
regular, and so, easy to remember.

More legible routes would make map reading easier.
Bus routes should go in straight lines wherever possible

and avoid meandering. Exception: variable route buses
which depart temporarily from the main route to drop
people close to their door.

The number of bus routes should be minimised, and all
should operate on weekdays, weekends, evenings and
public holidays. Exception: extra peak hour services. Plus
late night services, when not all routes need to operate.

Buses
Increasing bus frequency on most routes will require
enlarging the bus fleet. New buses should include
minibuses with 10 to 20 seats. Most of the buses in the
current fleet are larger - 30 to 60 seats; they do not fit well
down narrow, winding roads, and are wasteful of fuel when
only carrying a few passengers.

New buses should have improved fuel efficiency,
comparable to the advances made by hybrid cars.

They should allow rapid boarding by wheelchairs
without driver intervention (at least at bus stops with
suitable platforms), to reduce dwell time.

Ticket checking should be streamlined to reduce dwell
time at bus stops where many passenger come on board.

Bicycles on Buses
A selection of bus routes should be made into bicycle
carriers, in particular, for routes going up into the Adelaide
Hills. Bicycle carrying buses should be designed so that
bicycles can roll straight onto the bus and be quickly
secured inside, to minimise loading dwell-time.

Cars
The development of fuel efficient low-pollution cars such
as hybrid cars should be encouraged (eg through fuel-
efficiency standards). However, replacing all current cars
with fuel-efficient cars would be expensive and take many
years.

Upgrading the public transport fleet to fuel-efficient
vehicles will be cheaper than upgrading the car fleet,
because fewer vehicles are used, and more extensively.
Good public transport, safe commuter cycling paths, and
the development of car sharing will further reduce the need
for car ownership.

Car Sharing
Car sharing gives people access to a car without having to
own one. A variety of vehicles available for short term hire,
stationed within walking distance of people’s homes, would
allow people to use a car only when needed, and to
choose the type of car (van, truck) that best suited their
immediate needs.

Car sharing allows cars to be used more often, and so
reduces the number of cars that the community requires.

It allows people to pay only for the time used and
kilometres driven, with minimal up-front costs. This
advantages those who only drive occasionally, preferring
to use public transport, walk or cycle for most journeys.

Conclusion
Cheap oil has led to sub-optimal cities. The need to rethink
urban transport arrangements, to respond to global
warming and increasing fuel prices, gives Adelaide an
opportunity to improve its transport and social
infrastructure, and so become a  more people- and nature-
friendly city with minimal cost.
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