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Why is there only one Christie Walk in Adelaide?

T his project, for which the final
stage is now commencing, has
been highly regarded and awarded
over the years for its contribution to model-
ling a sustainable city development.

The designers and developers of the
project have worked hard to maintain the
original integrity of vision to demonstrate
what is physically and socially possible in
an inner CBD eco-city housing develop-
ment. It has taken a long time, but as the
landscaping and roof
gardens are now be-
ing completed it is tak-
ing on a new sense of
integrity.

With so much rec-
ognition, why then is
there only one like itin
Adelaide? Many hous-
ing developments of a
similar scale are being
constructed, but none
with anything like the environmental or com-
munity credentials of Christie Walk. (The
new Adelaide City Council proposal on the
corner of Sturt Streetand Whitmore Square
is however a welcome and encouraging
sign).

With so much good publicity and com-
mendation why haven’t more like it been
developed?

With so many visitors on site tours com-
menting favourably, why haven’t more like
it been designed or demanded?

| don'’t believe there is any one answer,
but | suspect it lies amongst the following:
» Developers have a successful formula

forwhattheydo, why would they change?
» Most people still want a house that is

familiar, understandable and with aguar-

anteed resale value.
*  The number of people wanting to experi-
ment with something seemingly uncon-
ventional is still small.
State and local governments are reluc-
tant to change the rules to require more
sustainable development, despite their
rhetoric.
It is the combined conservatism and reluc-
tance to change from those who set the
rules, and those who make and purchase
the products. This emphasis on housing as
just another consumer product has be-
come part of the problem, with a limited
range of models being marketed. This
doesn’t help the general population see
that there are alternatives that they can
readily purchase.

.. If the problems
are with our cities
then the answers
must be in what we
do with our cities.

Before we gettoo despondent, there is one
areawhere changes are happeninganditisin
the area of government policies and pro-
grams. In most states there are initiatives to
introduce new ‘greener’ planning regulations
and develop ‘greener’ trial subdivisions. The
Lochiel Park proposal is the local Adelaide
example of this.

Urban Ecology Australia has always said
thatif the problems are with our cities then the
answers must be in what we do with our cities.
Thus any new subdi-
vision developments
on outer green-fields
sites are only going to
be part of the solution.
How we retrofit and
reconfigure our exist-
ing cities and suburbs
will be the mostimpor-
tant measure of the
development of sus-
tainable and liveable
urban environments.

David Holmgren (the co-founder of
Permaculture) spoke in Adelaide recently on
his vision for retrofitting the suburbs for a
sustainable future. He gave a quick history of
the post-war suburban dream which created
the suburban sprawl we live in today. The
original benefits of garden suburbs have turned
into significant dis-benefits including:

» The best agricultural land has been lost to
unproductive use.

» Capitalinvestmentinresidential infrastruc-
ture and speculative land values have
locked up large amounts of money in un-
productive physical infrastructure.

* Household debthas risen dramatically and
servicing that debt has become a major
focus of our working lives.

» Fewer people are living in increasingly
larger houses.

* There has been a loss of local community
infrastructure and activity.

* More time is spent travelling (usually by
car) for work, recreation and socialisation.

David’s vision for reconfiguring suburbia is for
personal action at alocal scale over time, with
incremental redevelopment of land and
houses. We must be able to utilise as much
of the existing built environment and services
infrastructure as possible to minimise the
demand for new materials, energy and other
resources.

David proposed individual action to pur-
chase properties and incrementally transform
our suburbs into more sustainable neighbour-
hoods, with increased household food pro-
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duction, local water harvesting, retrofitting of houses in

accordance with passive solar design principles, reclaiming

the streets for more than the single function of car use and
introduction of animals as an important element of a com-
plete ecosystem.

He believes that the coming realisation that we are in an
era of energy descent where the fossil fuels that have
powered our economic growth are in real decline, will drive a
new era of creativity in ecological design and innovation. He
claims that we are now at the time of ‘post modern cultural
crisis’, where industrial ascent (of energy and resource use)
has peaked and that we are confronted with four possible
scenarios:

+ Techno fantasy — the belief that technology will solve
everything assuming enough money is available to throw
at the problems.

* Green technology — where renewable technologies will
take over and allow us to maintain our lifestyle. (This is
most popular with governments and environmental
groups).

» Earth stewardship — where we come to terms with our
natural resource base, energy and material use, and
respond creatively to a new sustainable lifestyle.

« Atlantis — which accepts a precipitous collapse of our
society.

David naturally proposes the ‘earth stewardship’ scenario
which allows us to manage the energy descentin an economi-
cally, socially and environmentally sustainable manner.

Such a vision will not happen by itself, and it won't happen
by people believing in any of the other scenarios. Italsowon’t
happen by a few people changing what they do in their own
backyard, as important as that might be.

It requires a change of approach by governments, some
small signs of which we see appearing currently as outlined
earlier. Italsorequires a change of attitude by alot of people,
which is where Urban Ecology Australia sees a major focus of
its current activity. With our new office located in the Global
Education Centre we are exploring opportunities to develop
information packs for school students. We are also looking
at other means of providing an education service to the public
about what a sustainable city means and how everyone can
play a part in creating a more sustainable future especially at
a local level.

Please contact us if you want to be part of creating a new
sustainable future for our cities, ourselves and our children.

Andrew Tidswell (UEA Convener)

From the Office coordinator

ur office move to the Torrens Building took place on a

hot weekend at the end of November last year. Since
then, we have been settling in and getting used to our new
environment.

We are now located on Level 1 of the historic Torrens
Building, which is at 220 Victoria Square in the Centre of
Adelaide. Our office space is in a room opposite the Global
Education Centre’s office. Because of the arrangement we
have with the Global Education Centre, who also need to
use this room at times, our main days for staffing the office

are Mondays and Fridays. However, even on these days,
the hours are likely to be flexible, so please ring first if you
wish to drop in and see us, to make sure that someone will
actually be in.

In the end, after much negotiation with the powers that
be, we were able to keep our old phone number —
8212 6760 and our same email & web address. Please
note that our postal address is also unchanged. It is still
105 Sturt Street, Adelaide SA 5000.

Barbara Sheppard

SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHING MATERIALS -
URBAN SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS

rban Ecology Australia is currently working with the

Global Education Centre to produce a resource
package and workshop to be used by teachers of
secondary students in South Australia. The program will
raise awareness of global climate change issues using a
local eco-housing development (Christie Walk) as a case
study, and will link with the SA Sustainable Schools
Program.

The workshop will focus particularly on issues of
energy, water conservation, biodiversity, waste, air quality,
and transport, as well as community governance.
Globalisation’s positive and negative impacts on urban
environments will also be addressed. A visit to Christie
Walk will show students how one community is moving

towards sustainability. They will learn a few tips on auditing
their homes and schools for energy and water use, and
steps they can take to reduce consumption as responsible
global citizens.

Teachers will receive a comprehensive resource
package providing material to be used prior to the
workshop including suggestions for research and activities
in the classroom. It will give examples of the impact of
climate change and will incorporate examples of ecological
urban sustainability from around the world, including
developing countries.

Margaret Rohde
Feb 05
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The soil goes up onto the roof
garden — January 2005
The Jefferies Landscape Supplies truck with . ,
pump came in to the site next to Christie i e
Walk, and pumped the soil through a hose fed ﬁ_* ki
under the fence! Quite an operation! —
The roof garden is now being planted —a

donation of around 150 varied native grasses
cover quite a lot of the soil. Pavers have been
laid to provide room for chairs and a watering
system has been installed. Cool weather in
February has been a boon for planting and
getting plants established.

Landscaping & planting!
The Christie Walk community has been very busy over the past month or two. Paving has been laid through the site
from the townhouses to the front, a neem tree planted in the centre of one circle of bricks and a beautiful sculptured pot
in the centre of the brick circle opposite the apartments. Areas in front of most dwellings have been paved and a large
number of plants are thriving in the garden areas.
We recommend that you come to see for yourself! The site tours are now being held once a month on the third
Sunday in the month from 11am to 12.30pm. UEA members pay only $10! Book on 8212 6760 or email:

<urbanec@urbanecology.org.au>

Christie Walk residents at work!
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s mentioned in the November newsletter, the Inner
City Housing Co-operative (INCH) is situated near
Christie Walk.

WHAT WE DO:

INCH provides affordable housing for low and medium
income people in twelve properties owned and managed
by the Co-op.

WHAT WE ARE:

INCH membership comprises a group of people with a
strong commitment to sustainable living practice. Members
share some resources, such as laundry and garden. The
garden provides cooling shade in summer and appropriate
deciduous planting allows for natural warming in winter.
Practice of permaculture principles, together with provision
of aesthetic characteristics have combined to produce a

Some residences are East/West in orientation, leading
to problems with heat in summer. Ceiling fans and rooftop
whirlies are the current solution, together with garden
modification in these properties.

WHAT WE OFFER:

Ongoing experience in shared living practices and efficient
management of properties has produced a place where
members feel secure in tenure of their homes, and as a
result INCH members were able to successfully offer both
a home and community to a refugee couple.

The importance of the gardens in the Co-op has led to
the provision of a beautiful, tranquil place that acts as a
holistic healing/tranquillity centre to counteract the
stresses of modern living.

Yvonne Maher

peaceful haven in the inner city, which
also provides members with some fruit,
vegetables and herbs.

INCH members, seeking to find new
ways of reducing the impact of their
footprint on the environment, are
currently planning to install rainwater
tanks, and investigating satisfactory
methods of utilising laundry water for
watering the garden.

Financial resources are low, but the
group is rich in knowledge, interest in
and enthusiasm for environmental
issues, and therefore seek to make the
best of finite financial resources, while at
the same time investigating funding such
as grants etc.

Household Air Conditioners -
How to Reduce Their Incidence and Use

putting strain on local electricity transmission infra-
structure and is adding to greenhouse gas emission
from fossil-fuel powered electricity generators.
Why are households using air-conditioners
more?

1. Many houses cannot be kept within a tolerable tempera-
ture range (eg 15-30°C) due to flawed house design.

I ncreasing use of air conditioners in Australian cities is

Recommendation: Ban new housing that requires air-
conditioners to stay within a tolerable temperature range.
Retrofitting existing houses to increase their no-air-
conditioner capacity.

2. People's tolerance for interior temperatures has shrunk.
With more money to spend on improving quality of life, and
without sufficiently attractive alternatives, people seek to
improve their quality of life by reducing the interior tem-
perature range of their house (to eg 20-25°C) .

Recommendation: Develop an education campaign to
encourage people to put up with a hotter indoor tempera-
tures. Subsidise the purchase and installation of ceiling
fans help residents cope with indoor temperatures ap-
proaching (or exceeding) 30°C.

3. Many air conditioners are not energy efficient. Reverse-
cycle air-conditioners use far more electricity to provide the
same cooling that evaporative air-conditioners could have
provided in many situations.

Recommendation: Ban energy-inefficient air-conditioners.
Hence ban reverse cycle air-conditioners for situations
where an evaporative air conditioner would do just as well.

4. Many ducted air conditioning systems cool the whole
house, even rooms not being used, or which could be
cooled down just prior to use (eg bedrooms) instead of all
day.

Recommendation: Ban air-conditioning systems that
require or encourage residents to cool rooms
unnecessarily.

5. Electricity is too readily available. Most households do
not pay for extra use during peak use periods, such as on
hot days (when lots of air conditioners come on), even
though satisfying demand during such periods without
blackouts would require expensive upgrades to additional
infrastructure. If such upgrading is funded by increasing
every household's electricity bill, then households electing

continued on page 5
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SA Premier Wran has just announced that more than 500

Adelaide buses will be converted to biodiesel. This

announcement is very welcome but there are some

questions that still need to be asked. For example:

* What will be used for the biodiesel?

*  What proportion of the fuel will be from biological
sources?

* Is there any plan to use biodiesel made from used
cooking oils?

* What is the pollution from bus exhausts using biodiesel
compared with standard diesel or natural gas fuelled
vehicles?

The article below gives some food for thought, so
perhaps biodiesel should be seen as an interim measure
as it is more difficult to get people out of their cars!!

The editors of the newsletter would welcome a debate
on this issue — please email your comments
(urbanec@urbanecology.org.au) so we can include them

in the next issue.

George Monbiot asserts that the adoption of biofuels

would be a humanitarian and environmental disaster.

According to Monbiot: “biofuels are made from plant oils
or crop wastes or wood, and can be used to run cars and
buses and lorries. Burning them simply returns to the
atmosphere the carbon which the plants extracted while
they were growing. So switching from fossil fuels to
biodiesel and bio-alcohol is now being promoted as the
solution to climate change.

“Those who have been promoting these fuels are well-
intentioned, but wrong. They are wrong because the world
is finite. If biofuels take off, they will cause a global
humanitarian disaster. Used as they are today, on a very
small scale, they do no harm.

“But the EU's plans, like those of all the enthusiasts for
bio-locomotion, depend on growing crops specifically for
fuel. As soon as you examine the implications, you
discover that the cure is as bad as the disease.”

As an example, Monbiot estimates that switching to
biofuels requires four and half times the arable area of the
UK. If the same thing were to happen all over Europe, the
impact on global food supply would be catastrophic: big
enough to tip the global balance from net surplus to net
deficit. If, as some environmentalists demand, it is to
happen worldwide, then most of the arable surface of the
planet will be deployed to produce food for cars, not
people.

I n an article published in the Guardian last November

In a contest between their demand for fuel and poor
people's demand for food, the car-owners win every time.
Something very much like this is happening already.
Though 800 million people are permanently malnourished,
the global increase in crop production is being used to
feed animals.

A disaster for the environment

Monbiot argues that ‘green fuel’ is not just a
humanitarian disaster; it is also an environmental disaster.
Developing a market for rapeseed biodiesel in Europe will
immediately develop into a market for palm oil and soya
oil. Qilpalm can produce four times as much biodiesel per
hectare as rape, and it is grown in places where labour is
cheap. Planting it is already one of the world's major
causes of tropical forest destruction. Soya has a lower oil
yield than rape, but the oil is a by-product of the
manufacture of animal feed.

A new market for soya oil will stimulate an industry
which has already destroyed most of Brazil's cerrado (one
of the world's most biodiverse environments) and much of
its rainforest.

Monbiot concludes ‘we need a solution to the global
warming caused by cars, but this isn't it. If the production
of biofuels is big enough to affect climate change, it will be
big enough to cause global starvation’.
www.monbiot.com

Household Air Conditioners - How to Reduce Their Incidence and Use (cont)

to go without air-conditioners are penalised in favour of air-
conditioner using households.

Recommendation: Make electricity less available during
times of peak demand. Install limiters on each household's
electricity supply which prevent overall electricity demand
in a given area exceeding infrastructure capacity during
times of peak demand. Set limits for each household fairly
to account for the number and (valid) needs of household
members. Those wishing to exceed a fair limit should be
allowed to do so only if they install extra-use meters that
charge for electricity use exceeding a fair threshold, with
the proceeds raised used to pay other households in the
area to reduce their allowable limit (and to fund no-air-
conditioner capacity retrofitting and education, see above).

6. Note: The money raised by charging premium prices
for electricity use above a fair threshold could be spent on
increasing the capacity of local infrastructure to support
increasing use of air-conditioners, but this would conflict
with the need to reduce Australian greenhouse gas
emissions (which are some 5 times the world per capita
average).

Recommendation: No public money should be spent on
upgrading infrastructure capacity to supply electricity to
users to meet increasing peak demand, except in areas in
which infrastructure is particular poor, and then only if
infrastructure capacity is reduced in other areas so that
overall capacity does not increase.

Michael Robertson
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Monsanto once again a villain!

http://www.corpwatch.org/article.php ?id=11796

"Farmers are being sued for having GMOs on their
property that they did not buy, do not want, will not
use and cannot sell.”

This article points out that Monsanto prohibits farmers
from saving seed from varieties that have been genetically
engineered (GE) to kill bugs and resist ill-effects from the
herbicide glyphosate (sold under the brand name
Roundup).

Kem Ralph of Covington, Tennessee went to jail for
saving and replanting Monsanto's Roundup Ready soy
seed in 1998. Ralph spent four months behind bars and
must also pay the company 1.8 million dollars in penalties.

In total, U.S. courts have awarded Monsanto more than
15 million dollars, according to a new report by the
Washington-based Centre for Food Safety (CFS) called
"Monsanto vs. U.S. Farmers".

Monsanto has a budget of 10 million dollars and a staff
of 75 devoted solely to investigating and prosecuting
farmers, the report said.

So why don't farmers just buy non-GE seed? North
Dakota farmer Rodney Nelson says there is actually very
little conventional seed left to buy anymore because seed
dealers don't make nearly as much money from them.

Monsanto charges technology use fees ranging from
6.25 dollars per bag for soy to an average of 230 dollars
for cotton -- more than three times the cost of conventional
cotton seed. The company argues these fees are
necessary to recoup its research investment.

[edited from the article in Corporate Watch]

Enviroplumbers
Fifty-three plumbers in December became the first group
accredited under a NSW environmental training program
for the industry. 'Enviroplumbers' is a joint initiative of the
NSW Master Plumbers Assoc http./
www.masterplumbers.com.au/ and the Dept of
Environment and Conservation.

The association received $60,000 from the NSW Govt's
industry partnership program to develop the course. The
association has also just finalised a manual and
accompanying workshop on installing rainwater tanks with
the help of a $100,000 Environmental Trust grant.

The 'enviroplumbers' initiative is not associated with the
five-year-old GreenPlumbers http://
www.masterplumbers.com.au/scheme, which has
accredited more than 2,700 plumbers, mostly in Victoria.
GreenPlumbers is administered by the Master Plumbers
and Mechanical Services Association of Australia and last
November won the small business category of the
Victorian Premier's business sustainability awards.

[from Enviromental Manager Journal, 18/1/2005 ]

Should the next generations pay for

climate change we have caused?

British economist Professor Andrew Oswald has called for
the taxes of the next generation to pay for greenhouse gas
abatement programs today.

Oswald, from the University of Warwick, wants the
government to introduce "Global Warming Bonds". The
long-term bond would mature around 2045 but would have
value today as a tradeable note.

These bonds would be given out to reward people and
firms who reduce emissions today. The taxes paid by
people in the future would fund the bonds -unborn children
thereby paying to head off global warming.

"Future generations pass us down their money; in return
we pass them up our low temperature," said Oswald.
More at http.//www.oswald.co.uk ("Energy and Travel in
the Future" paper)

[COMMENT from a UEA member - should we squander
humanity's inheritance of carbon resources for a few
centuries, and then make others pay the debt - with no
guarantee that they will arrive in a world where we have
succesfully ameliorated climate change! “If | was yet to be
born, | would be most outraged!”]

Which grass is greener?

MARCO ISLAND, Fla. - A homeowner and officials of this
wealthy island community are locked in a turf war -- an
artificial turf war.

Ed Ehlen, owner of a flooring company, said he wanted
an environmentally friendly lawn, so he installed artificial
turf at his new $4 million home.

But officials in this Gulf Coast city of 15,000 year-round
and 35,000 seasonal residents have refused to grant
Ehlen the certificate of occupancy he needs to move in
until the plastic grass is removed.

Ehlen has painted a part of his house pink with purple
and green polka dots as a protest.

He said he considers installing plastic grass more
responsible than maintaining a real lawn in drought-
plagued southwestern Florida. Artificial turf does not need
to be watered, fertilized, mowed or treated with pesticides.

But critics say it absorbs less rainwater, increasing
runoff. And Greg Niles, Marco Island's community
development director, said city officials conducted tests
that found that rubber pellets in the turf could be dislodged
by heavy rain and flooding and get into the storm sewers
and canals, threatening birds and fish.

[January 04, 2005 - By Associated Press]
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A draft proposal for a car share scheme for Adelaide

Draft Proposal: That a CarShare scheme be set up in
Adelaide - in the first instance in the South West corner of
the city. Similar schemes operate in many European and
US cities and now in Sydney and in Melbourne.

It is proposed that in Adelaide the scheme be
supplemented with bicycle lockup facilities adjacent to the
car park.

Summary: Car share is considered to be a way of making
cars available to local residents and businesses without
the need for them to own cars. It has the potential to
reduce car ownership, road congestion and pollution, has
benefits to the environment and increases the mobility of
people using the service.

The company owns, services and fills the car with
petrol, and manages the bookings which operate from a
computer in the glovebox, which can be accessed from a
home computer or phone. Members who join the scheme
pay a monthly fee and an hourly rate to use the car. Fees
charged vary according to the scheme selected. Members
who use the service often, may pay up to $35 a month,
and the hourly rate varies.

Members are issued with a Smart Card to get into the
car and the keys are in the glovebox. It is suggested that
the same Smart Card could be used for the lock-up bicycle
facility.

Benefits to users:

« Save on the capital and ongoing costs of owning a car
that is used only two or three times a week. Costs
include purchase price, registration, insurance, clean-
ing, servicing;

» Avoid the costs of keeping an older car in good
condition;

* Manage with one not two cars;

* Choose from a range of cars eg a small car; a station
wagon; perhaps a ute.

Benefits to the environment:

¢ less cars on the road and parked

* reduced energy consumption, improved air quality

 increased viability of public transport as more people
use it, having to make a deliberate choice between
booking a car and taking a bus/train

* increased uptake of walking and cycling

 less dedicated garages/parking places needed for new
developments.

Options that could be considered for operating a car

share scheme in Adelaide:

1. Use a company such as CarShare Australia operating
as Newtown CarShare in Sydney and GoGet in Mel-
bourne. Under this scenario the company provides the
vehicles and maintains them in good condition.
CarShare Australia has been constituted to allocate
50% of any profits made to an environmental trust to
fund local transport initiatives. The council (or
TransportSA) pays for a feasibility study (around $5000-
$7000*) and the Council provides free car parking
spaces and a bicycle lockup facility.

Members are issued with a Smart Card to get into the
car and the keys are in the glove box. The same Smart
Card could be used for the lockup bicycle facility.

Car Share offers greater flexibility and more conven-
ience than car hire for short hirings.

2. Find a local company prepared to run a scheme in
Adelaide.

3. TransportSA could be approached to fund the feasibility
study.

* the figure of $5-$7000 came from discussion with
Bruce Jefferies one of the principals of Newtown
CarShare.

Urban Ecology Australia has agreed to support this

proposal as has Ecocity P/L. Support from other

organisations such as SACHA and BicycleSA will be
sought once a clear proposal has been prepared.
Recent correspondence from the Adelaide’s Lord Mayor

Michael Harbison suggests that the Adelaide City Council

may look at the proposal.

A CD has been produced by the Australian Greenhouse
Office and the same material is on their website. The
material includes the proceedings from carsharing
seminars held last year in Melbourne and in Sydney.

www.greenhouse.gov.au/tdm/publications/carsharing.html

This website gives a number of other websites and
references from around the world.

We’d like to hear from anyone interested in using a car
share scheme in Adelaide, and also from any of our
members in other states who are already participating
in, or considering taking part in, a car share scheme.

Joan Carlin (joanc@adam.com.au)
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