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Editorial – major changes at UEA!
This is the last Urban Ecology Newsletter for 2004, and there are some significant
changes to report.

As we have mentioned in previous newsletters this year, Christie Walk Stage 3 is
about to start developing the Sturt Street end of the site. This has meant that the
hut that has housed Urban Ecology comfortably and cheaply for a number of years
has had to go.

We sold the hut for $1600 with the buyer covering the costs of removal.

Unfortunately UEA was not in a financial position to buy into a space in Christie
Walk Stage 3, so had to look for other options.

We are now moving into a small space in the Torrens Building on the east side of
Victoria Square (1st floor 220 Victoria Square); sharing the accommodation leased
by the Global Education Centre (GEC).

We see a number of positive things coming from the move especially as UEA is
looking to do more educational work with school students and teachers – a role that
the GEC performs in the global issues area. Christie Walk will of course still be
used as a case study to demonstrate features of sustainable living, to students,
teachers and to the general public through the Sunday tours.

The postal address will remain 105 Sturt Street. The phone/fax number will change
– we don’t yet know the new number but of course there will be a redirection.

Because the space leased by Urban Ecology is within the GEC space it has been
agreed that UEA will have workers/volunteers there only on Mondays and Fridays.
This will enable the web site to be maintained, the newsletter to be continued,
emails answered and site tours of Christie Walk booked and run. We also plan to
advertise more tours for secondary students and produce materials for these
classes.

So please keep in touch – at least by phone message/ fax or email! Visiting is more
difficult although the GEC is a great place to visit anyway!! And remember to visit
our website: <www.urbanecology.org.au>

BUT please be patient if trying to contact us over the next few weeks – moving
phones and computers is usually not simple! Although we will settle in before the
end of the year there will not be much happening until mid January. We intend to
resume Christie Walk site tours in February 2005 (Sunday February 20).

Seasons greetings toSeasons greetings toSeasons greetings toSeasons greetings toSeasons greetings to

all our members andall our members andall our members andall our members andall our members and

supporterssupporterssupporterssupporterssupporters
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News from the Centre
 from the Convener

UEA Moves
The UEA hut at Christie Walk is now in the way of the
imminent construction of the Stage 3 apartment building
and has been sold to someone who can make good use of
it elsewhere.

We have negotiated a lease in the Global Education
Centre at the Torrens Building in Victoria Square and the
move is on the weekend of 27, 28 November.

The GEC is a very compatible partner for UEA as it is a
non-government organisation committed to supporting
teachers, students and our community by providing
education resources aiming towards a more just,
sustainable and safe world.   It believes that education can
be a catalyst for positive change.

We hope that this can be an opportunity for us to
develop a more active role and wider audience in
promoting sustainability in the urban built environment.

Our phone number will change, and we will advise that
as soon as possible, but the website remains the same
and active, so keep checking it for the latest information.

Lochiel Park
The Land Management Corporation, the development arm
of the South Australian Government is undertaking a
residential development on about four hectares of land at
Lochiel Park adjoining the River Torrens at Campbelltown.

It is intended that the project delivers a model ‘green
village’ of national significance, which incorporates a range
of best practice sustainable technologies, which will serve
as a model for other urban developments.

Most of the existing site will remain open space
including an urban forest.

LMC has called for expressions of interest to establish a
team of expert consultants to master plan the process and
the development.

Urban Ecology Australia put in a submission based
particularly on our experience with Christie Walk to be part

of this project.   We still await with interest whether we
have been successful.

It is encouraging to see a government agency taking
such a step.

UEA Board for 2004/5
The new UEA Board elected at the recent Annual General
Meeting is as follows:
Convener: Andrew Tidswell
Secretary: Michael Robertson
Treasurer: Thanasis Avramis
Vice Convener: Matt Fisher
Members: Michael Pilling

Julia Winefield
Emily Alfred
Monica Oliphant
Paul Downton
Joan Carlin
David Buetefuer
Barbara Sheppard

Andrew Tidswell has been elected the new Convener of
UEA following on from Matt Fisher who steered the
organisation through the past 18 months after the
retirement of the hard working founders of UEA - Chérie
Hoyle and Paul Downton.

Andrew is an architect who works in the Department for
Administrative and Information services, mainly involved in
the provision of education facilities.  He has had a long
standing interest in developing environmentally
responsible building design and is currently a member of
the Royal Australian Institute of Architects Sustainable
Built Environment Subcommittee and the Green Building
Council Sustainable Education Committee.   In his spare
time (?) he is a member of the Permaculture Association
of SA and a keen gardener, and general tinkerer.

Andrew Tidswell

Christie Walk Site Tours
• Since the last newsletter Urban Ecology has held site

tours for students from 6 schools: Concordia College (2
groups), Gepps Cross Girls, Norwood/Morialta,
Paralowie R-12, St Peters Girls. They were all high
school students ranging from year 8/9 to year 12.

• Solar House Day on September 12 attracted 253
visitors to the two houses open at Christie Walk.

• Nine people participated in the Urban Ecology Field-
based workshop held at Christie Walk on September
30. This full-day workshop was part of the AAEE
National Conference held in Adelaide from September
29 to October 2.

• A special site tour for 4 visitors from Melbourne held on
Sunday November 21.

• A special tour for Land Management  Corporation
members on November 18.

• Sunday site tours for the public were held on Septem-
ber 19 and October 17. The next site tour is scheduled
for February 2005.

Visitors
• Barry Radestock – a high school teacher from Perth

(currently working in Hong Kong) described interesting
activities that he uses with students to draw attention to
sustainability issues particularly in housing design and
orientation.

• Rolf Jucker, professor of German Studies and Sustain-
ability at the University of Wales in Swansea, in
Adelaide as keynote speaker for the AAEE National
Conference.  
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Christie Walk update

Christie Walk and the neighbourhood

Christie Walk is situated in an interesting and active
part of the city of Adelaide. It is in the SW quadrant –

bounded by West Tce, Grote St, King William St and
South Tce; and residents are quick to include the adjacent
parklands!
South West City residents and businesses are actively
working on a number of projects:
• leasing and setting up a community centre – in associa-

tion with the Adelaide City Council. The place chosen is
171 Sturt Street; Council has approved a 3-year budget
to include the employment of a part-time coordinator. A
number of alterations to the building were necessary
including disability access and toilet. It is hoped that the
building will be ready for use early in the new year.

• greening of the SW corner including planting, pruning
and watering street gardens and planter boxes. A native
garden (using plants indigenous to the area) has been
planted along part of the Whitmore Square verge and
incorporates beautiful seats and mural designed by
Carclew students as part of the Council arts project.

• planning for the second Artists Fair in Whitmore Square
to be held on Sunday April 10 2005 (put the date in
your new diary NOW!). There was a successful inaugu-
ral Fair in April this year, and it is planned to involve
more artists and participants next year. So spread the
word!

Community Housing near Christie Walk
There are several low cost housing developments in this
area, including the INCH (Inner City Housing Coop)
community in Hocking Court.

INCH was set up by SACHA (South Australian
Community Housing Association) in 1991 to provide low
cost housing for singles. There are 8 dwellings in Hocking
Court and the Coop now has another three in Kurralta
Park. INCH is run by the residents who collect the rent,
organise maintenance etc.

There are also some SACHA owned cottages in
Hocking Court.

Owners-to-be of apartments in Christie Walk Stage 3 have had their second interviews with the
architects to finalise the plans before building starts.

In the meantime there has been much activity on the rest of the site. The area in front of the
apartments has been levelled and soil will soon be lifted up to the roof garden. The geotextile membrane
was laid on the roof garden ready for the soil.

Residents and friends are looking forward to landscaping and planting the roof garden and the area in
front of the apartments.  A path will be paved through from the community garden area to the end of the
Stage 2 development.

Twenty boxes of soil complete with packets of seeds, propagating containers, fertiliser, gravel have
been obtained from Trees For Life, and a start has been made with the planting of the seeds. We are
hoping that by Autumn there will be hundreds of seedlings to plant in the gardens!

• developing an Action Plan for the three years from July
2005-2008. This plan is designed to fit with the Council
Strategic Plan for the next 3 years.

• producing a history of the area and, more recently, a
Community Chronicle. These booklets/leaflets are
available from the Adelaide City Council Customer
Centre.

All these projects and activities are supported by the City
Council’s Community Development officer Iwona Pattison.
Iwona has been working with community members for two
years, initially on a full time basis and now sharing her time
with the Central West area. If you live in the area and/or
have friends here you can get more information from
Iwona on 8203 7219.

Residents hard at work

forming the path outside

the apartments. The

pathway will be paved

after the soil is delivered.
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Ecocities
A recent Earthbeat Program on ABC’s Radio National looked at a number of eco-
housing initiatives in Australia and overseas. Below we have summarised a few key
points about each of the projects. In previous newsletters we have looked at most

of them, and of course at Christie Walk.
As Alexandra de Blas put it: ‘[we are] looking at sustainable community living and
some of the leading edge projects under way around Australia and overseas’.

BedZed
Alexandra first interviewed an architect of theBedZed
housing development in south London.

‘The Beddington Zero Energy Development is a housing
project which shows that we cannot only move away from
fossil fuels but we can improve our standard of living while
we’re doing it.’

Asif Din: It’s a housing development in South London,
with a range of housing, work space, there’s a nursery, a
crèche, a community hall, a sports facility, and the main
thing about the development itself is that it produces all of
its energy within its own site boundaries.…

‘The main form of renewable energy on site is by the
combined heat and power plant, which runs off woodchip,
which is tree surgery waste. So from that, all of the carbon
that would have been taken up by those trees in their
lifetime is put back into the atmosphere.’

Gold Coast Water
Director of Gold Coast Water, Shaun Cox, spoke of the
development of a master plan by the Gold Coast City
Council together with residents, which will cut water use at
Pimpama Coomera by 85%.

He described the population pressures on Gold Coast
water supplies and went on: ‘ironically with this particular
project, the technical aspects are probably some of the
easiest ones to solve. We’re finding the biggest
impediments are both governance issues and institutional
arrangements as well as legislative issues …specifically,
with rainwater tanks, the local State Health group has
some concerns both in terms of mosquitoes, but also
concerns with some of the particular diseases that could
potentially breed in those areas.’

Westwyck
Mike Hill and Lorna Pitt are developing an old primary
school on a site called Westwyck in West Brunswick, an
inner city suburb of Melbourne.

This development is both a retrofit, and building of new
town houses on the site  (a total of 12 residences).

Mike Hill: ‘…both Lorna and I have spent a lot of our life
in council chambers as elected representatives presiding
over some pretty damn awful development applications
that came before us, and we figured that we could do it
better.

‘Along with some other people, we bought an old school
to try and preserve it from demolition, and we’ve decided
that we’ll have a real go at seeing if we can’t do something
a lot better, and that means making a good community out
of it and it means really trying to have some environmental
principles that drive us.’

Somerville Ecovillage
The Somerville Ecovillage is near Chidlow, 45 minutes
east of Perth,  Dominic Carlino and Paul Antonelli are the
project managers facilitating the development.

This development is still in the planning stage – it
envisages a village centre  with nine, ten or maybe twelve
clusters and in each cluster there’ll be somewhere
between eight and twelve homes. These clusters will be
located within 400 or 500 metres of the village centre, so
they’ll all be within walking distance.

Paul Antonelli: ‘We’re aiming for approximately 100
homes, which I guess from a population point of view will
probably be somewhere between 250 and 350 people.’

Perhaps one of the most interesting things about this
project is how they intend to finance it.

Paul Antonelli: One of the things that we recognise is if
you look at the project itself, the infrastructure here will
probably require somewhere between $3million to
$4million, that includes roads, the technology
infrastructure, all the things that are required as a normal
development.

But then when you go beyond that and you start
looking, there’ll be 100 homes out here, and if we say an
average of let’s say $150,000 that people may borrow to
buy a block and to build a house, 100 times, that’s another
$15million. So all up, there’s going to be the necessity for
somewhere between $15 to $20 million in funds.

‘Now if we’re trying to think about it from a perspective
of sustainability and where is our money going? If we just
go to the banks, well, where does our money go? Where
does the interest we pay go? So one of our ideas is to
actually set up a sustainable development ethical
investment fund where we can attract ethical investment
and then that money then can be used not only for funding
the infrastructure but also for providing loans to people
who want to live here. And beyond Somerville, we’re really
interested in supporting other projects by not only
providing financial support but also some experience and
knowledge based on our process to date.’

Further information:
Gold Coast Water
waterinfo@goldcoastwater.com.au

BedZED
http://www.zedfactory.com/home.html

Westwyck
http://www.westwyck.com

Somerville Ecovillage
http://www.greenedge.org/default.asp

Earthbeat website:
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/earth/stories/
s1210245.htm
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Heroes & Villains
Eating sustainably
Yale University in the US has a new sustainable dining
program, which offers meals made from local, seasonal,
and sustainably grown food, cooked using recipes
developed under the guidance of famed California
restaurateur Alice Waters.

Across the nation, from The College of the Atlantic on
the Maine coast to Stanford University in California,
college cafeterias are increasingly working to bypass – at
least in part –- the corporate food industry.

Sometimes in response to student pressure, sometimes
in keeping with institutional philosophies, a growing
number of schools are reducing their use of pre-fab foods:
those mammoth plastic bags of shredded iceberg lettuce,
stacks of frozen beef patties, and cardboard containers of
pourable beaten eggs, all food of uncertain age and
provenance.

Instead, they are "cooking whole" from scratch and
incorporating local, organic, and seasonal foods into their
menus. A few institutions are getting some of their food
from right on campus, harvested from student-run organic
gardens.
Source: E/The Environmental Magazine <http://
www.emagazine.com/>

‘Bad Blood?’
HELSINKI, Finland - After tests on 14 European Union
government ministers revealed a cocktail of chemicals in
their blood, an international environment agency urged
stricter controls on toxins, warning that the effects of many
remain unknown.

The World Wildlife Fund's survey, entitled "Bad Blood?,"
found an average of 37 hazardous chemicals - including
DDT pesticide residues – in the blood of government
officials in countries ranging from Finland to Cyprus.

"This test is one of many, but we believe it's a good way
to show just how far it has gone," said Jari Luukkonen,
head of conservation at WWF Finland. "We need to do
something urgently to curb the use of chemicals." The
WWF has used blood testing to highlight the need for
tougher E.U. regulations, arguing that many of about
100,000 chemicals in use today pose a dangerous health
risk to humans and to wildlife.

from: http://www.enn.com/today.html?id=219 October 20,
2004 -
By Matti Huuhtanen, Associated Press

A Christmas that doesn’t cost the Earth?
Christmas has a huge environmental impact but there are
alternatives to over consumption while still entering into
the spirit of the season. You could choose not to give a
gift, or give recycled or home produced gifts and if buying
new goods, consider the environmental and social impact
of your purchase.

• Choose not to give a gift
For friends ‘who have everything’ give a donation to your
favorite charity and send a greeting card to your friend
explaining that a donation has been made on their behalf
that will make a big difference to the life of a family in a
developing country. Some charities eg CARE, Caritas and
TEAR have gift catalogues for this purpose with gift
options such as a chicken ($10) or a year of primary health
care services ($40).
Similarly you can ‘adopt’ an animal at the local zoo, or in
South Australia you can ‘adopt’ a dolphin in the Port River
through WDCS.

• Give something recycled, or grown at home
If time permits, make something such as chocolates, jam,
pickles, or a child’s dress, a quilt, or a give a plant from
your garden
Recycle one of your own unused gifts that someone else
will appreciate.
Check out the secondhand shops for pre-loved toys and
bikes

• Buying new things
Fair Trade products from Oxfam CAA shops - your gift
gives twice: enjoyment to the gift recipient and helping an
artisan in a developing country.

Books on environmental issues.
Household goods that save greenhouse gas emissions
and dollars such as CFL globes, pedestal or ceiling fans,
bamboo blinds for window shading, low-flow showerheads.
Attractive cloth shopping bags, baskets, or a colourful
shopping trolley.

• Buying a gift with long term benefits
Gift vouchers for courses eg permaculture, organic
gardening, cooking, bicycle maintenance, dressmaking,
curtain making …
A year’s subscriptions for a magazine on gardening,
owner-building, crafts, cycling …
Membership of YHA or a National Parks Pass.

• Travelling at Christmas – check your eco-footprint
at: www.myfootprint.org  then if still flying, consider joining
Trees for Life or a similar organization. Planting trees
could offset some of the environmental impact of your trip.
Holiday accommodation - try camping in some of our
magnificent National Parks, or use homestay or hotels with
genuine eco-tourism credentials.
If you’re visiting a developing country, support locally
owned services, moderate your demands and your impact
on the local environment.

• Wrapping paper, cards and decorations –
minimise or make your own.

• Clothes – remember, only you will remember what
you wore to the party.
This article was written by Margaret Rohde for the
December issue of EcoVoice, and printed here with their
permission. The next issue of EcoVoice will be available in
newsagents ($2) from December 3.
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Plastics are derived from fossil fuels, which are
limited, non-renewable resources, yet many
plastics are used once and then end up in landfill

where they take hundreds of years to break down.
Many hard plastics can be collected by your kerbside

recycling service - please contact your local council for
further details as they relate to your area.

But what can be done with soft or 'film' plastics (any
'bendy' or 'squishy' plastics) which tend to clog the
machinery that sorts regular recyclables?

Advanced Plastic Recycling (APR) is a manufacturer of
recycled plastic products located at Kilburn. APR is a joint
venture between water tank manufacturer Bushman Tanks
and Collex who acquired the assets and patented
technology of the former OmniPol Pty Ltd.

APR are able to accept any quantity of mixed plastics
for use in their processes, including the 'hard' plastics
which are collected in kerbside recycling (such as
shampoo bottles and margarine containers), but also the
'soft' plastics which cannot be accepted by kerbside
systems.

'Soft' plastic materials include cling wrap, plastic bags,
biscuit packets, straws, blister packaging and the hard to
get rid of polystyrene/styrofoam  – anything plastic you can
think of! Even the alfoil used in packet soups, chip packets
and chocolate wrappers can be fed into the process. No
sorting or washing is necessary, but obviously materials
should be free of contents such as food scraps.

Plastics which are inextricably combined with another
material (eg. metal) cannot be accepted, as they will
damage machinery and/or contaminate recycling
processes.

APR's machinery granulates all plastic and light
aluminium materials, melts it down and manufactures it
into a range of plastic products including fence posts,
decking, outdoor furniture and railway sleepers.

Unfortunately there is no collection system available as
yet, however if people wish to store and recycle their
household plastics & light aluminium, they can drop the
materials to APR at Kilburn during business hours at no
cost.
Advanced Plastic Recycling
Lot 9, 540 Churchill Road
Kilburn SA 5084
Phone: (08) 8359 4999
Fax: (08) 8359 4988
Email: enquiries@a-p-r.com
Web: www.a-p-r.com.au/home.asp

Recycling Tricky Stuff -
Soft Plastics

Recycling & Packaging
DUMP award winners

(awarded to poorly designed products that
are bad for the environment)

Gold DUMP Award
Winner: Schick “Intuition” lady’s shaver (Pfizer)
Excessive Use of Material in a Package
Winner: Dove Cleansing Pillows (Unilever)
Large ratio of Packaging to Product
Winner: Friskies Heartworm & Allwormer tablets for large
dogs (Nestle)
Poorly Designed for Recycling
Winner: Corn Flakes 2 x 30g bowls pack (Kellogg’s)
Misleading labeling
Winner: EPI degradable plastic bags
Regressive development in packaging
Winner: M&M’s Snap N’ Share (Masterfoods)
Likely to be littered
Winner: Mr Mallow marshmallows (Imported by Mike &
Jack)

Consumer tips
• Buy products that obviously have minimal packaging
• Look for value in a product rather than be sucked in by

the packaging
• Buy plastics that can be recycled, particularly those

marked 1 and 2. If there’s an alternative avoid numbers
4, 5 and 6 [Ed: see article opposite]

• Bring your own bags, baskets and containers when
shopping

• Use a refillable water bottle and fill from the tap
• Pick up dry cleaning without the plastic wrap
• Look for reusable packaging, such as spreads in glass

tumblers
• Use a thermos or bring your own cup for drinks away

from home

Waste facts
• The total cost of litter collection in Victoria in 2003-04

was $51 million. The cost increased by 20% from the
previous year and the amount increased by 30%.

• 72% of the litter stream is made up of wasted packag-
ing

• Recycling benefits in Victoria have been calculated as
saving 8143 megalitres of water,  and 28,705 tonnes of
greenhouse gases.

• Paper and cardboard make up 36% of the packaging
material market with plastics second at 30% followed by
metal (20%) and glass 10%).

• A poll of 2,000 Yours magazine readers in the UK found
99% thought packaging was harder to open in the past
10 years; 71% of readers, aimed at the over-50s, said
that they had been injured as they struggled to open
food packaging, and 97% thought there was “too much
excess packaging”.

Contact:  Sarah Hudson, EV 0418 358 165; Suzie Brown,
ACF 0419 002 606

[Thanks to Sian Howard Senior Account Manager (SA)
Rehame - News You Need˙ for permission to reprint this
information]
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Beyond Kyoto

Suppose that, alarmed by the prospect of global
warming, a number of countries sign up to a
“Beyond Kyoto” Protocol with the aim of stabilising

world greenhouse emissions for the next 30 years (after
which they will be reduced).

On the Protocol, the member countries form a single
greenhouse-emissions cap-and-trade “bubble”. Each
month, a quantity of emission permits are auctioned to
greenhouse emitting firms in the member countries, who
may use them that month (to emit greenhouse gases), or
save them up for later use or resale.

To keep administration costs down, small energy
consumers such as households are not required to
purchase permits; the permits are purchased by a smaller
number of firms, mainly energy suppliers such as oil and
gas companies, and some electricity generators.

The revenue raised by auctioning the permits is
returned to the member countries on a (roughly) per capita
basis, on condition that it is spent on measures to
accelerate each country’s transition to a low-emitting
economy, and to assist people and regions unduly
affected by that transition.

The per capita basis of the redistribution results in a
flow of funds from richer industrialised countries with high
per capita emissions, to poorer less industrialised
countries with lower per capita emissions. This is
considered an acceptable by-product, as long as it doesn’t
become too burdensome. Allowance is made for poorer,
high per capita emitters, and countries with special needs,
or fewer alternative energy resources.

Recalcitrants
But suppose that the United States refuses to join the new
Protocol, and does not submit its economy to the restraint
of a limited supply of auctioned permits. And suppose that
the Protocol countries, in an effort to keep global
emissions stable, gradually reduce the supply of permits
they allocate themselves, in order to offset US emissions
which continue to grow.

We can imagine the Protocol countries using
persuasion and pressure to convince the United States to
reduce or at least stabilise its emissions. Moral pressure
will be employed, and trade sanctions will be threatened.

The effectiveness of these two measures will depend on
the following conditions.

If the permits that the Protocol countries allocate
themselves results in their having a combined per capita
emission rate that is higher than the world average, then
the moral pressure they can apply will be weakened. If
they accuse the United States of effectively stealing
emission permits from the rest of the world, the US can
reply that the Protocol countries are doing so as well.

The need to arm itself with a strong moral authority will
act as an incentive to include more low per capita emitting
countries in the Protocol, although this will result in a
greater flow of funds out of the richer, industrialised
countries.

The effectiveness of trade sanctions will depend on to
what extent could the Protocol countries go without trade
with the United States, and to what extent could the United
States go without trade with the Protocol countries. If
China, Japan and the European Union joined to threaten
trade sanctions against the US, if it did not did not
sufficiently restrain its greenhouse gas emissions, then the
US might be forced to cave in. If one of these countries (eg
China) defected, and kept trade open with the United
States, then such pressure would be greatly weakened.

The need to arm itself with stronger trade power would
act as incentive for stronger economic ties between
countries concerned about global warming.

Conclusion
Whatever multilateral arrangements countries may form in
order to cooperate to slow global warming, these two
factors, moral authority and the threat of trade sanctions
will play an important role. Expect to see this shape geo-
politics of the next few years as the richer industrialised
countries with moderate per capita emissions such as
Japan and Europe, increase economic ties with countries
with lower per capita emissions, especially China, in order
to face off against richer, industrialised countries with
higher per capita emissions such as the United States and
Australia.

Michael Robertson

The Geopolitics of Emissions Reduction

Calendar
25,29 November, 2 Dec Sustainable Schools & Children’s Services Initiative (SSACSI) Information Sessions:

information from shankar-noble.jonathan@saugov.sa.gov.au

21-25 November 2004 International Conference on Water Sensitive Urban Design Adelaide: Cities As
Catchments

Tuesday December 7 Christmas at Cleland presented by the Environmental Education & Landcare Network.
Breakfast served at 8.30am. Bookings 8226 4602 or brown.sheila@saugov.sa.gov.au

Friday December 17 End-of-year celebration for UEA at Bliss Organic Cafe. If you’d like to come please phone
Joan on 8211 7907 or email joanc@adam.com.au by December 10. Cost will be around
$15 per head.
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Beyond car pooling to car sharing
A scheme that is very popular in some hundreds of

communities in Europe, US, Sydney and now getting
underway in Melbourne, will, we hope, come to Adelaide.

The information below comes from Newtown CarShare,
the company that is running the schemes in Sydney and
soon in Melbourne. We see it operating very well in inner
city Adelaide where some developments (like Christie
Walk Stage 3) are being built without car parks.

Car sharing allows people who have an occasional
need for a car to gain access to a fleet of new cars. It suits
people who don’t drive to work, a family that already owns
a car and sometimes needs a second vehicle, and people
living in the city who only need a car occasionally.

If you are interested in finding out more or participating
in the scheme phone Joan Carlin on 8211 7907or email
me on joanc@adam.com.au. We need to gather as many
interested people as we can so the Adelaide City Council
and Transport SA can be lobbied to set up the scheme
here in Adelaide.

Another idea is that lock-up bicycle parking could be
provided at the same site as the Share cars so people
could cycle to pick up the car.

The ABC Earthbeat program on Saturday November 13
had a segment on the Carshare scheme.

‘It’s like having a car next door, only a
little smarter.
Anytime you’re ready to go simply book

your car online or via the phone for as little
as an hour, or for longer if you need it. All
you do is jump in, drive and bring it back to
the same spot. At the end of each month
we’ll send you an itemised account for
exactly what you used. If you didnt use it,
you save.
It’s a simple, green idea that gives you all

the benefits of having your own car without
the expense and hassles of owning one.’

International News
Futures prediction ecology
Africa MegaFlyover: Michael Fay and the Human
Footprint is the title of a recent article by Don Pinnock in his
African Getaway magazine.

Michael has some sobering comments ‘If we don't get our
planetary management right in this century, we will cease to
exist as a species in any kind of way that humans would want
to exist.’  He studies Africa because he lives there and he
sees it as ‘the place on the planet where people are living
closer to the ground than anywhere else, where they survive
on the resources around them with little import from anywhere
else.’ But Africa is not the intact wilderness that the rest of the
world would like to think it is.

Using the MegaFlyover he is following - and at the same
time making - a map that is a map of the human footprint on
the planet.

“There's something more here than merely protecting the
environment. Look at red; that's human density. See how it's
stacked up against political boundaries. On the other side
there's no red. Empty of humans. That's a danger signal.
People without land will move into such land. People in
Central Africa are moving west whether you like it or not.
That's behind all the conflicts in the Congo, Rwanda, Uganda.
That's the message of Darfur, the Sudanese genocide,
Kisangali. With maps like this we can pinpoint potential flash
points, almost to the month. This is a whole new science of
conservation: futures prediction ecology. We can say, 'These
people are going to kill each other in 2.3 years.'”
http://www.enn.com/news/2004-09-10/s_26722.asp

Landmark Suit Seeks Dramatic Carbon
Dioxide Emission Reductions from Power
Plants
Eight states in the US along with the City of New York,
have filed suit  against the five largest global warming
polluters in the United States. It is the first time state and
local governments have sued private companies to require
reductions in the heat-trapping carbon dioxide emissions
that scientists say pose serious threats to our health,
economy and environment.

 Together, the companies sued own or operate 174
fossil fuel burning power plants in 20 states that emit some
650 million tons of carbon dioxide each year…

The action calls on the companies to reduce their
pollution, and does not seek monetary damages.
Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal said:
"Our lawsuit is a huge, historic first step toward holding
companies accountable for these pernicious pollutants that
threaten our health, economy, environment and quality of
life now and increasingly in the future. The eventual effects
of CO2 pollution will be severe and significant - increasing
asthma and heat-related illnesses, eroding shorelines,
floods, and other natural disasters, loss of forests and
other precious resources. We must act, wisely and quickly,
to stem global warming - and safeguard both our
environment and economy. Time is not on our side."

[edited from Environmental Media Services July 21st, 2004 ]
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Snippets
Invisible World Needs Better PR
...today's most important and interesting discoveries about
biodiversity are being found at the microscopic level. Yet
the vast majority of scientists are fixated on the visible
world...Our insistent focus on threatened "charismatic
megafauna" or "cute critters" has in some ways blinded us
to the rapid degradation of entire systems. The fact that
animals like tigers, gorillas, and whales have been held
back from the brink of extinction gives the public a false
sense of security.

http://www.enn.com/news/2004-07-07/s_25431.asp

Architects for Peace is a new group made up of
architects, urban designers, planners,
environmentalists, artists and others involved in
shaping our environment, and who are "seeking
sustainable urban development based on social justice,
solidarity, respect and peace".

The group began in Melbourne and has smaller
active groups in Sydney and Brisbane, and members
from around the world. The extensive website and e-
newsletter provides information about current events,
activist activities around the world, and resources and
links about social and environmental justice in place-
making.

The group was officially launched on Saturday
November 20 in Melbourne with a public forum -
intentCITY. Set in a covered area overlooking the Yarra
River next to the Victorian Arts Centre, the forum was

physically open to the Saturday afternoon strollers who
passed by, many stopping to take a look. A number of
speakers talked about issues ranging from Buddhist
spirituality in Environmentally Sustainable Design, the
impact of war on women (specifically in Sri Lanka),
rebuilding cities after massive destruction (in Fallujah and
Croatia), and East Timor.  In addition to the speakers,
performers (including classical guitar, poetry and tango
dancers) entertained during the breaks and a number of
public art installations allowed the attendees and general
public to engage with each other and the work. Urban
Ecology Australia was represented by Emily Alfred who
attended the forum and brought some information about
UEA to display.
For more information about Architects for Peace, check
out the website: www.architectsforpeace.org.

Architects for Peace forum: intentCITY

Jane Corin has been appointed the new president of the
Conservation Council of SA. “I’ve always been stongly
interested in the environment, initially from an urban or
built environment side of things” Jane was reported as
saying to Noel Towell from the City Messenger. “I can’t just
sit around while decisions that affect all of our futures are
made”.

New CCSA president

Dear Madam, Dear Sir,
 We are TERRALLIANCE a not-for-profit
Association based in France and initiator of
the 1st Earth Worldwide Festival.
The Earth Festival will be a worldwide window
to showcase all the initiatives in favour of
Ecology and␣ Solidarity between peoples.␣ The
Festival will particularly focus on sustainable
growth and try to create some␣ individual
changes in daily behaviours.
The Festival intention is also to create
solidarity networks between peoples and local
associations worldwide.
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Hi everyone. I have been putting together a folder of good urban design for my post graduate environmental studies at
the University of Adelaide. You can find the images and text under  ‘Adelaide’ on the UEA home page. The link is not fully
finished and is not definitive. There are many more examples of good urban design in and around Adelaide and if you
have some suggestions or some good p¡hotos please send an email to webmaster@urbanecology.org.au. It is important
to share and promote good design and to acknowledge those councils, developers and individuals who are making a
positive difference to our urban environment.
Michael Robertson has been a big help in getting the images up and helping with editing and suggestions. He has also
collated a folder of good design and it is available under ‘Adelaide/Michael’.
Douglas Clarke

The role that Councils can play in promoting
good urban design

Pedestrian Precincts

Item: The Windsor Street Linear Trail

Location: Fern Avenue Reserve, Malvern, to Henry
Codd Reserve, Parkside.

Designer: Unley Council & supported by Planning
SA’s Planning And Development Fund.

Benefits: Streetscape beautification, connect
existing open spaces, enhance public access, and
create a unique natural environment & promote
biodiversity.

The Windsor Street project is a pilot for a long-term,
broader vision for the City of Unley that involves the
development of a native and indigenous plant
corridor that traverses suburbs and Council
boundaries, stretching from the foothills to the
Parklands.

Landscaping

Item: Mounds

Location: Aldinga Arts Ecovillage, (AAEV). Coach
Rd. & Port Rd. Aldinga.

Designer: Aldinga Arts EcoVillage Pty Ltd. (Steve
Poole & John Maitland)

Benefits:
• Provide a buffer from the road to the private

residences.
• Help shelter the homes from wind & traffic.
• Heavily planted with local native plant species

to promote biodiversity.
• On site recycling of top soil (taken from road &

construction sites).
 Special Notes:

The AAEV is designed using Permaculture / ESD
principles. The development is committed to
ecological, social and economic prosperity with a
focus on artistic and ecologically sound
enterprises.
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“OBJECTIVE: To design a family home that is environmentally friendly for the residents of Bendigo.  The Bendigo House
needs to be light and airy, so you don’t need to use heaters and air conditioners all the time. … It  needs to be designed
just for Bendigo, remembering that we have very cold winters and hot summers. Finally, the Bendigo House may have a
garden, and if it does then it needs to be a water-wise garden because we don’t get much rain in Bendigo.”

the

 Bendigo House
design competition 2004

An exciting initiative of the City of Greater Bendigo!

Esther Carlin from Princes Hill
Primary School in Melbourne
holding the highly commended
certificate she was awarded for her
‘Earth Friendly Home’ entry in the
Primary School section.
There were 88 entries altogether
and the Bendigo Council is to be
commended on the initiative to
encourage children to think about
sustainable futures.
More than 60 of the entries were
from Primary School children, most
of them students at Bendigo
schools.

An example of community gardens:
photo by Douglas Clarke
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