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CONVENER’S REPORT FOR YEAR 2005 – 2006

We have just had another year of opportunities and challenges for Urban Ecology Australia, much like other recent years.

The restructure of UEA and the Board at last year’s Annual General Meeting saw a much leaner and more focused operation of the organization.    We relocated our base to the office of Ecopolis Architects in Sturt Street in the city, back in close proximity to the Christie Walk development.

With a small group of dedicated volunteers we concentrated our activities on the important purposes of Urban Ecology, to “educate, inform and facilitate the exchange of information about the evolution of ecologically integrated human settlement” and to “to provide an independent, community-based focus for co-ordinating and advocating action to transform existing human settlements in the direction of ecological integration, health and social vitality and equity”.(1)
To this end our activities this year have included:

· Regular site tours of Christie Walk for specialist interest groups, politicians, government agencies, school groups, overseas visitors and the general public.    This has been a continuing important activity to demonstrate the successful practical application of the principles of ecologically sustainable human settlements.

· Submissions to government public enquiries on a range of issues relevant to city development and environmental sustainability.

· Upgrading of the Urban Ecology Australia website as our major point of contact and interaction with our members and outreach to others of like mind.    We are still in the process of developing a member-only section of the website to provide a unique benefit to our members.

· Planning for the establishment of the Centre for Urban Ecology to be established in the community space on the ground floor of the final stage of the Christie Walk development and fronting Sturt Street.   UEA is sponsor of the Centre and has received generous financial support from two major donor members of UEA to enable this to occur.    We are indebted to Wayne Anthoney who has taken on the project management responsibility for developing it as a reference point for public information and education about sustainable living in the city.   We are also indebted to Dr Barbara Hardy who has generously agreed to be Patron of the Centre for Urban Ecology.

· Newsletters have continued to be published thanks to the diligence of Joan Carlin who has sourced a wide variety of important information to provide to members.   We have produced our last posted newsletters; in future they will be emailed to members (except of course for those who don’t have such access and for whom we will still post copies).

Other small but nonetheless important activities have included a new postal address, upgrading our computer system (a continuing activity) and re-registering the business name, the Centre for Urban Ecology.

The increasing concern in our community and the eventual acceptance by some governments, that climate change is a reality surely must spur us on to seriously address the way our cities and our lives have to be 
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reconfigured to live a more sustainable lifestyle and pass on a world to our descendants that they will thank and not curse us for.  

Thank you to the members of the Urban Ecology Australia Board for their work over the last year, Margaret Rohde, Michael Robertson, Julia Winefield and Paul Downton.   Thanks also to others who have provided support and encouragement along the way.   

Thank you to those who have renewed membership over the past year, showing faith in our work and commitment to the development of sustainable human settlements.    While hardly a day goes by without some media report about the dire circumstances our planet is in, or new ideas to address the problems; we need to keep promoting the initiatives that we believe are important in creating a sustainable future, or those with only ‘greenwash’ proposals will hold sway.

We encourage you to be part of the future solutions.

Andrew Tidswell

CONVENER URBAN ECOLOGY AUSTRALIA    

(1) Extracts from Urban Ecology Australia Rules of the Association.

Site Tours and Visitors

During the year 2005/06 UEA continued to provide guided interpretive tours of the Christie Walk ecological housing development. The tours attracted approximately 400 participants. These were members of the public, students and staff from high schools and tertiary institutions, and local, state, national and international, government officers and environmentalists. 

Participating institutions included:

St Michaels College

Pedare Christian College Inc

Adelaide University Professional and Continuing Education

Queensland University of Technology

Gepps Cross Girls High School

Sturt St Community School

University of South Australia, (Chinese Government delegation)

University of Adelaide, Geography and Environmental Studies 

Adelaide City Council

Paralowie High School

TAFE Sustainability Conference

These week-day visits have been in addition to the once a month Sunday site tours for members of the general public. 

Notably, since July, the frequency of Christie Walk site tours has increased and demand is growing. This is in spite of very limited promotion. Most demand is coming from high schools and tertiary institutions where teachers are searching for practical examples of ecologically ‘sound’ development. In conjunction with the Global Education Centre SA Inc., UEA is also developing teacher resource materials that will assist in the delivery of the environmental message to students.

Tour participants learn about ecological building design, which incorporates energy and water reduction, recycled materials, low embodied energy and non-toxic building materials. The sessions provide information about behaviour change as well as building design, and address issues of transport, city gardens and community living. A ‘resource pack’ is provided to visitors with written material about Christie Walk, the Ecopolis Development Principles and materials and services used in this development. With the establishment of the new Centre for Urban Ecology (CUE) there will be additional material about other suppliers and materials, which home renovators and builders can pursue.

It could be safely predicted that the coming year will see an even greater demand for site tours especially with the additional promotion of the Centre for Urban Ecology in high schools and tertiary institutions. 

Finances

summary statement of financial position

as at 30 June 2006

	Income
	2005-6
	2004-5
	
	Assets
	June 2006
	June 2005

	Donations EFF
	1,420
	4,970
	
	Cash at Bank
	4,198
	6,990

	Interest
	3
	205
	
	Equipment
	3,805
	3,805

	Membership
	162
	1,486
	
	Total
	8,003
	10,795

	Book Sales
	55
	904
	
	
	
	

	Site Visits
	2,690
	3,000
	
	
	
	

	Other
	-
	1,628
	
	
	
	

	Total
	4,330
	12,193
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	Liabilities
	
	

	Accounting fees
	552
	2,674
	
	Long term 
	12,690
	15,640

	Stationery & equip.
	283
	1,062
	
	
	
	

	Office costs
	2,215
	3,565
	
	Net Deficit
	4,687
	4,845

	Communications
	1,122
	1,813
	
	
	
	

	Staff
	-
	2,495
	
	
	
	

	Sundry
	-
	3,826
	
	
	
	

	
	4,172
	15,435
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating profit/loss
	 158
	(3,242)
	
	
	
	


UEA has been able to maintain a very basic operation by moving into the Ecopolis office and receiving free rental space and office facilities. Administration and Site Tours have relied on volunteers and the generosity of Christie Walk residents in opening their homes to visitors. This has enabled UEA to repay $3,000 of outstanding loans.

More detailed Financial Statements prepared by McCormack Reynolds, Accountants & Business Advisors of North Adelaide, are available on request.
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